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Trafficking is where children and young people tricked, forced or persuaded to leave their homes and are
moved or transported and then exploited, forced to work or sold. Children are trafficked for:

* sexual exploitation

* benefit fraud

* forced marriage

* domestic slavery like cleaning, cooking and childcare

* forced labour in factories or agriculture

* committing crimes, like begging, theft, working on cannabis farms or moving drugs.

Trafficked children experience many types of abuse and neglect. Traffickers use physical, sexual and emotional
abuse as a form of control. Children and young people are also likely to be physically and
emotionally neglected and may be sexually exploited.

Traffickers often groom children, families and communities to gain their trust. They may also threaten families
with violence or threats. Traffickers often promise children and families that they'll have a better future
elsewhere.

Trafficking is also an economic crime. Traffickers may ask families for money for providing documents or
transport and they'll make a profit from money a child "earns" through exploitation, forced labour or crime.
They'll often be told this money is to pay off a debt they or their family "owe" to the traffickers.

It may not be obvious that a child has been trafficked but you might notice unusual or unexpected things.
They might:

* spend a lot of time doing household chores

* rarely leave their house or have no time for playing

* be orphaned or living apart from their family

¢ live in low-standard accommodation

* be unsure which country, city or town they're in

* can't or are reluctant to share personal information or where they live
* not be registered with a school or a GP practice

* have no access to their parents or guardians

* be seen in inappropriate places like brothels or factories

* have money or things you wouldn't expect them to

* have injuries from workplace accidents

* give a prepared story which is very similar to stories given by other children.

This document is based upon the UK group
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)’s definitions of abuse.
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