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Dear Parents, Students and Friends

Leaving ACS (International)
As many of you know, I am leaving ACS (International) at the end of this year. After 7 ½ years
of fulfilling, memorable and very enjoyable service here, and with very mixed emotions, I am
returning to NZ to be closer to ageing parents, and to take up a role with the NZ Ministry of
Education as a national manager leading the roll out of changes to the NZ secondary
qualifications framework to schools across the country.

Over the past two weeks, I have enjoyed a number of farewells from the students, the staff,
the Board and the PSP. I was also the recipient of many personal messages with people
contacting me to say thank you and goodbye. The generosity of everyone in every respect has
been quite overwhelming. An emotional time! I feel thoroughly affirmed and farewelled!

I am going to miss ACS terribly – especially the wonderful extended family of students, alumni,
staff, our regional officers, Board, guardians and parents both in Singapore and around the
region that together make up ACS (International). I’m going to miss our unique brand of
international education in a Singaporean context; I’m going to miss the student activities in
class, on the sports field, on stage, and completing acts of service. I might also miss making a
fool of myself in front of the school – such as dancing and singing in public, appearing on
videos, and having my car annually decorated! I will miss all things ACS – our traditions, our
Christian faith, our pride, our successes, our place in the wider community, and of course,
singing the ACS anthem loudly and proudly!

I’m very proud of all the improvements that we together have achieved – ranging from
improved facilities to improved academic results, to increased opportunities in added subjects
and CCAs, to an improved reputation in the community as seen by our ever expanding
roll numbers.

I look forward to maintaining contact with the school family in the years to come. I know that
the school is in good hands. The school will be well led by Mr Gavin Kinch who is taking over
as Principal, and he will be supported by so many outstanding educators and students.

As we finish the year, we can all heave a sigh of relief after the many stresses and strains
brought on by the pandemic, and we look forward with hope to 2021. Christmas is coming!
Christmas is a time of hope – a time of festivities, and celebrated by many to remember the
birth of Jesus Christ who was, and is, God’s gift to us. When we give gifts at Christmas, the
reason behind the giving is in remembrance of God’s gift – Jesus Christ, the “reason for
the season”.

I wish you all God’s blessing for 2021, and a special Christmas. Not everyone can be with
family due to travel restrictions, but may you each have some rest and revitalisation over the
Christmas break, a chance to share gifts, and time to connect with friends and family either
physically or virtually.

Best wishes always.

Rob Burrough
Principal
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Message from Chairman, BOM
Our Principal, Mr Rob Burrough, is leaving the school
after completing 7½ years of faithful service. His contract
ends on 31 December 2020. He has served the school
with great distinction and will be returning to New
Zealand for family reasons. We wish him every success in
his future endeavours.

The incoming Principal, effective from 1 January
2021, will be Mr Gavin Kinch, currently a Vice Principal
with the school. We congratulate him on his
appointment and wish him every success.

Tan Wah Thong
Chairman, Board of Management

Farewell Mr Burrough
On Sunday 15 November, Mr Burrough announced his
resignation from ACS (International) after 7½ years of
outstanding and faithful service. After his announcement,
Mr Burrough was overwhelmed with emails, messages
and visits from staff, student, parents, alumni and ACS
partners who all wanted to express their thanks and
gratitude to him for all that he has done for the school and
for touching their lives.

The photos below capture a small fraction of the farewells
that took place. The whole school community wishes
Mr Burrough well as he takes up a senior role rolling out
the new national curriculum to schools in New Zealand.
We will miss you, Mr Burrough! The Best Is Yet To Be!
(Note: A few photos were taken prior to the COVID-19 outbreak.)
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Farewell
At the end of this academic year, we bid farewell to some long
serving staff. It is always hard to say farewell to colleagues
who have contributed so much to the school over a number of
years.

This year, we farewell two Chemistry teachers who started
with the school back in 2005 and who are now retiring –
Mdm Phua Mui Kiam and Mdm Josephine Teo. Theirs is a story
of longevity, faithfulness, long service, and great commitment
and dedication.

We are also sad to farewell:

• Mr Michael Hollis and Mrs Kathleen Hollis (both from English
Faculty) who are returning home to family in the United
Kingdom;

• Ms Gloria Guerrero (Biology Department) who is following
her husband back to Spain;

• Mr Frank Yip (Mathematics Faculty) who is exploring options
in the United Kingdom with his Hong Kong-UK Overseas
passport; and

• Mrs Agnes John, our Christian Ministry Staff member, often
seen in Chapel, who is retiring.

It is a shame that we cannot physically honour them in a final
assembly but we thank each one of these staff members for
their strong contribution to ACS (International) and its
students, and we wish them well for the future.

New staff appointments will be announced in the first
newsletter of the New Year.

STAFF NEWS
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The following students were awarded prizes at Speech Day and/or Graduation:

PRIZE WINNERS
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NOTICES

2020 House Standings
Despite the COVID-19 situation affecting mass student
participation that resulted in cancelling a few of the
usual fares, the school carried out “modified” Inter-
House competitions, with the safe management
measures in place, in the sports (Football, Netball,
Frisbee and Volleyball), aesthetics (Short Story,
Photography, Music, Short Film, Debate and Quiz) and
academic categories.

Congratulations to the top three Houses of each
category on their successes and thanks to all the
students who participated in all the competitions held
and the teachers who supported their
students/Houses.

Sports Cup
1st place – TCT
2nd place – TKK
3rd place – CKS

Aesthetics Cup
1st place – CKS
2nd place – LSG
3rd place – Oldham

Academic Cup
1st place – SVM
2nd place – Thoburn
3rd place – CKS

House Cup
1st place – CKS
2nd place – SVM
3rd place – Oldham

CKS

GHK

LSG

Oldham

SVM

TCT

TKK

Thoburn

Office Holiday Hours
During the holiday period, the General Office operates the following
business hours:

From Monday, 4 January 2021, normal office hours of 7:30am to
5:30pm resume.

Date(s) Business Hours

2020

23 November to 23 December 9:00am to 4:00pm

24 and 25 December Closed

28 to 30 December 7:30am to 5:30pm

31 December 7:30am to 1:00pm

2021

1 January Closed

Progression 2021
Letters regarding Progression or Non-Progression
2021 have been sent directly to parents over the
past two weeks. If parents do not receive a letter
from the school, they may assume that their
son/daughter is progressing to the next year level
in 2021.

Booklist
The 2021 booklist for each year group is available on the
website. (Life At ACS/Forms & Important Information/)

Books and Uniform Matters
Students are to take note of the information as follows:

Books (Popular Bookstore)
Date 14–30 December, 4–6 January 2021 
Venue School Bookshop
Business Hours Mondays to Fridays 9am–4pm 
Note Closed on 24 and 31 December, Saturdays,        

Sundays & Public Holidays

Uniform (Bibi&Baba Pte Ltd)
Date 4, 6, and 15 January 2021
Venue Outside School Bookshop [TBC]
Business Hours 10am–4pm
Note The shop at Far East Shopping Centre will

be closed from 12 to 14 February 2021 for
Lunar New Year break. Business resumes
on 15 February.

Formal Wear
The attire has to be worn on Founder’s Day, Monday, 1 March
2021. The last day to place your order is 15 January 2021. For
more details, contact with Sandy/Pauline at 6271 9248.Pupil Portal and Parent Portal

The Pupil Portal and Parent Portal are now closed to
facilitate changes in classes and the setting up of the
timetable for 2021. The portals will be open again
on Sunday, 3 January 2021, when the timetable and
subject sets are ready.

Online Orders
School uniforms can be purchased online, with free delivery and
self pickup available.

Check out: https://www.schooluniforms.sg/acs-international

https://www.acsinternational.edu.sg/en/admissions-live/forms-and-important-information-2/
https://www.schooluniforms.sg/acs-international
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2021 Calendar and Term Dates 
The school and public holidays calendar for 2021 is appended for your reference. 

CCAs 2021
CCAs at ACS (International) will resume in January 2021. In what form these CCAs will resume is yet to be confirmed and will
very much be dependent on the advisories from the MOE and the relevant Phase 2 or 3 regulations that are in place at
the time.

The school will release a 2021 CCA schedule in the new year, but this will very much be subject to change if the regulations
are modified. We appeal to your patience and understanding in this regard.

The school will continue to use “SchoolsBuddy” to organise, manage and review the CCA activities of the students. Students
can download the SchoolsBuddy app now on their mobile device to receive all of the up-to-date information about their
CCA(s) on the move. Download the app for iOS devices here and Android devices here or alternatively sign in on any web
browser here.

For those who have logged in previously, please retain your SchoolsBuddy account. For those who may have lost their login
credentials, we can reset the password upon request.

For students and parents who are new to the school, we will send an activation email after your enrolment but before
the 2021 CCA Fair on Tuesday, 12 January 2021, at 3:15pm. Students should be ready to attend the CCA Fair to ask
questions and find out about the various CCAs that the school has to offer before making new sign-up selections
via SchoolsBuddy. Students can make their selections based on the order of preferences across a broad range of CCAs from
Sports to Interest Groups to the Arts.

Each student is required to attend at least one CCA over the course of the school year, with many of our students attending
more than one. Please keep your eyes peeled for future correspondence on SchoolsBuddy with regards to this.

For specific enquiries, please feel free to contact:
Sports CCAs: Mr Mike Patterson michael.patterson@acsinternational.edu.sg
Interest Groups CCAs: Dr Kris Achter kris.achter@acsinternational.edu.sg
The Arts CCAs: Mdm Chang Hung Tho hungtho.chang@acsinternational.edu.sg

https://itunes.apple.com/app/schoolsbuddy/id1419516538?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.everybuddy.schoolsbuddyv2
https://acsinternational.schoolsbuddy.net/Account/Login
mailto:michael.patterson@acsinternational.edu.sg
mailto:kris.achter@acsinternational.edu.sg
mailto:hungtho.chang@acsinternational.edu.sg
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Start of 2021 Arrangements
Year 5 IBDP
The start date for our own Year 5 students who qualified for
entry via DSA (based on their Year 4 preliminary examination
results at the end of Term 3 in 2020) and 2020 Pre IB and
Foundation IB students who qualified, will be Thursday,
7 January 2021. New students from the ‘O’ Level track and our
own students who did not qualify for entry via DSA will start as
soon as they have been approved for entry. These students
will be given some catch-up time. The advantage of this earlier
start is that students will have extra lessons to help mitigate
the very large IBDP workload.

First Weeks

Monday, 4 January 

All Day • Staff Training

11:00am • New Students Welcome by the Principal 
followed by lunch with new students and parents 

1:00pm • IPC briefing for new international students 

1:00pm–
5:00pm 

• Student subject consultations and changes with 
Divisional Coordinators; purchase uniform from 
Bibi & Baba and textbooks from Popular 
Bookshop (both onsite)

3:30pm  • IBDP results released at the Library 

Tuesday, 5 January 

All Day • Staff Training & Preparation

All Day • New Students Orientation I (excluding Year 5)
starts at 9:00am. BBQ & Bonfire at 6:00pm

Wednesday, 6 January 

All Day • Staff Training & Preparation

9:00am–
11:00am 

• Divisional Coordinators available for subject
options/timetable changes

Thursday, 7 January 

9:00am • Whole School Assembly (subject to prevailing
COVID-19 safe management measures)

9:45am–
10:20am 

• Year 5 Tutor Group meetings to go over
expectations, timetables, iSAMS personal details
followed by IBDP Introduction (10:30am–
12noon)

9:45am–
11:00am 

• Tutor Group meetings (all except Year 5) to go
over expectations, timetables, iSAMS personal
details. Year groups released at 11:00am unless
required for subject options/timetable changes
with Divisional Coordinators

Friday, 8 January 

8:00am • Chapel (Year 6 to gather in Oldham Chapel, the
rest of school to watch from Tutor Rooms)

8:45am • Period 1 begins, followed by regular timetable

Monday, 11 January 

8:00am • House Meetings 

8:45am • Period 1 begins, followed by regular timetable

Year 6 IB Results Release:
An Update
The results of the November IB Diploma examinations will now be released online to students at 2:00pm,
Sunday, 3 January 2021. Year 5 anticipated results will also be released online at the same time. (This is a change to the
timeline previously advised by the IBO and printed in the October newsletter.)

A hardcopy of the student’s result slip will be released in the Library on Monday, 4 January 2021, at 3:30pm. The school will
share the cohort’s statistics and top performers; plus be available for counselling/queries, etc. Thereafter, students may wish
to collect it from the General Office from 9:00am to 5:00pm on weekdays.
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2021 Suite of Information
A suite of information for 2021 can be found
at https://acs.fireflycloud.asia/information-for-parents-
public with no login required by parents or students.
Other information such as the IGCSE and IBDP
programmes, assessment criteria, parent portal (iSAMS)
and schools buddy portal can be accessed from the
same link.

Lunar New Year 2021
To reduce disruption to curriculum time during the Lunar
New Year period, the events/activities on the following
dates are organised:

Tuesday, 9 February
• Lunar New Year Assembly • Staff Lunch

Wednesday, 10 February to Tuesday, 16 February
• Lunar New Year break – SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday, 17 February
• Normal classes resume

Year Groups to Take PEAKS 
Assessment in 2021
During Term 1 of 2021, all Year 1, 1B and newly
admitted Year 5 students are required to take the
PEAKS assessment. All Year 4 students
(including Foundation IB students) will do the
assessment in Term 2. Year 1 and 1B students will be
guided to do theirs during school hours, while Years 4
and 5 students outside of curriculum time. The
assessment fee is $481.50 (inclusive of GST). Details in
January 2021 issue.

Blazer Donations 
Leaving students are requested to donate their old school blazers to
the school for “recycling”. They can deposit their blazer at the
Reception, General Office, for the school to dryclean and on-sell.

Writing to the School
Parents/Guardians who write in to the school via email or
with a hardcopy letter for school absence, approval for leave,
etc. should include the official name, year and House of their
child/ward (e.g. Alan Tan Hong Tong, 2 SVM), to facilitate
prompt attention.

Transcripts and Testimonials
Due to the school holidays, the issuing of transcripts and
testimonials has now closed for the year.

https://acs.fireflycloud.asia/information-for-parents-public
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Year 5 Student’s Artwork Label Selected
Manya Nahata’s (5 SVM) artwork label has been selected out of hundreds
of entries submitted nation-wide for the National Gallery's 5th Anniversary
celebrations. Her piece was the only one from our school to be picked by
the Gallery. The curators were very impressed by her writing in response
to a challenging piece of abstract artwork.

Manya’s artwork label is now on display for public viewing at the National
Gallery, and can be found at the South East Asia Gallery 9 (Fernando
Zobel's Saeta 44).

Year 5 Student as Editor-in-Chief of THIMUN
Singapore 2020

Yoona Son (5 Oldham) has been selected as the Editor-in-Chief of THIMUN
Singapore press team. This year, the conference was held online from 16 to
20 November, with Yoona along with her team of reporters and artwork
and layout person in charge of managing MUNITY Online 2020. THIMUN is
one of the largest Model United Nations conferences.



NEWSLETTER | December 2020

B

13

End-of-Year Activity Days
The end of an academic year is a time for fun,
collaboration, competition and extended learning
through activities that offer students a change
from their normal routine! This year, students in
Years 1 to 3, Pre IB and Foundation IB took part in
End-of-Year Activity Days on Wednesday and
Thursday, 11 and 12 November, with the theme
UN Sustainable Development or Global Goals.

Through a variety of challenges across different
faculties, students were given the opportunity to
learn about the Global Goals and how they can
contribute to the achievement of these goals by
2030, whilst at the same time using the skills of
each faculty area.

Challenges ranged from the creative – creating
glass bottle designs and displays from recycled
materials, reflecting the need to protect life
underwater and on land in Art; to the physical –
designing and taking part in an inclusive game, to
help with the understanding of equal
opportunities and the need for good health and
well-being in PE; to those showing ingenuity –
designing and building machines capable of
converting energy, promoting the use of
renewable energy in Science.

No matter what the nature of the activity is,
students engaged with the global goals and
problems faced by people around the world. In
Languages, Year 1 students were involved in an
interactive multilingual treasure hunt, which
involved clues and completing mini challenges,
putting themselves in the shoes of refugees in a
new country and the language challenges faced. In
Mathematics, Humanities and English students
created advertisements and posters raising
awareness about issues such as global hunger and
gender equality. To catch a glimpse of the
activities that the students participated in, click
here to view a video.

Competition was fierce across all year groups and
activities, but when all points were added up, the
House tutor groups that emerged victorious were
1 CKS, 2 CKS/2 Oldham and 3/4 SVM.

Well done and congratulations to all students who
took part. We hope that each student can go
forward and aim to be a goalkeeper, even by small
actions in their daily lives.

Miss Laura Blunt

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

https://youtu.be/y23DmeOG7BA
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Barrett Music Competition 2020
Music is a subject that grows and works with time and technology.
We see how people begin to make more music with the use of
both real instruments and digital tools and work on the virtual
platforms during this pandemic period, allowing people to still enjoy
music in this new normal.

Similarly, music-making experiences are just as organic. For the
Barrett Music Competition this year, we moved onto a new virtual
platform and have musicians record their performances virtually so
that we can all still enjoy the beauty of music with safe-distancing
measures set in place!

Musically, our spirits are not hampered by the coronavirus
pandemic, for music-making can still be as interesting and as vibrant
as before! So yes, the Barrett Music Competition 2020 had “virtual-
ised”! All music contestants and the bubbly emcee Renee Joy Tan (3
CKS) were video-recorded to carry out the virtual music
competition.

The Barrett Music Competition is the highest music award given to
individuals who has deep passion in music and expression. To
encourage participation, for 2020, we have had five new categories:

• Piano
• Vocal
• Mixed Instruments
• Percussion
• Music Ensemble

The audience were given the privilege to vote for the Barrett Music
Competition Champion online. 416 votes were cast and a Grand
Champion was born!

Here’s our list of winners:

Grand Champion: Ethelyn Huang, 3 Thoburn

PIANO
1st  : Ethelyn Huang, 3 Thoburn
2nd : Sawa Keishiro, 4 CKS
3rd  : Luca Marco Buchanan, 2 CKS

VOCAL
1st  : Hailey Ng Hei Lam, 3 LSG
2nd : Lim Jia Ying, 6 LSG
3rd  : Cai Jia Zhen, 2 SVM

MIXED INSTRUMENTS
1st: Marisa Renjia Lee, 3 Oldham
2nd: Ui Ogino, 6 CKS
3rd: Kim Minju, 2 LSG

PERCUSSION
1st : Timothy Goh, 5 CKS

MUSIC ENSEMBLE
1st  : Fahim Mohammed (5 GHK) and 

Larissa Chan (3 SVM)
2nd : Summer Yew (3 GHK) and 

Marisa Renjia Lee (3 Oldham) 
3rd  : Larissa Chan (3 SVM), 

Ethelyn Huang (3 Thoburn), 
Samantha Lim (4 GHK) & 
Lauren Chye (3 Thoburn)

We congratulate all our winners of the 2020 Barrett
Music Competition.

Bubbly Emcee Renee Joy Tan 3 CKS

Ethelyn Huang 3 THO Mr Burrough presenting the Barrett Trophy 
to overall winner, Ethelyn Huang
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Graduation and Speech Day
Each year, Year 6 Graduation and Years 1 to 5 Speech Day represent the culmination of the school year and enable some of the many
student successes to be acknowledged. As well as presenting prizes, the ceremonies feature student performances and student
speeches, alongside speeches by the Principal and the Guest of Honour.

This year, owing to COVID-19 safe distancing restrictions, Year 6 Graduation was attended by the graduands, the Guest of Honour Rev.
Bernard Chao, SLT, HsMs and HoFs, while Speech Day saw the attendance of prize winners and school leaders. Parents, family and
friends were cordially invited to witness both ceremonies through livestream via Zoom or the ACS (International) Facebook page. For
more photos on Graduation and Speech Day, please visit https://www.facebook.com/ACSInternationalSingapore/

https://www.facebook.com/ACSInternationalSingapore/
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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ACS (International) Singapore is a distinctive
international secondary school open to all
Singaporeans & other nationalities, offering an
all-round English-based education for students
aged 12 to 18 years leading to the
International General Certificate of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) and the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP).

Mrs Tan Siew Hoon
Vice Principal

Mr Rob Burrough
Principal

Mr Gavin Kinch
Vice Principal

Dr Kristopher Achter
Vice Principal

School Senior Management Team

ACS (International) 
Admissions Seminars 

for 2021

Venue: Oldham Chapel, ACS (International)
61 Jalan Hitam Manis, Singapore 278475

Seminars will be held on Campus with School Tour
Attendance is limited and by reservations only

Post PSLE Seminar for Locals

25 November, 1pm & 3pm

26 November, 10am, 1pm & 3pm

27 November, 10am, 1pm & 3pm

28 November, 9:30am & 11:30am

RSVP admissions@acsinternational.edu.sg

Please contact Joseph Ng or Serene Lim
at +65 6472 1477 or  admissions@acsinternational.edu.sg


