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Dear Parents, Students and Friends

It is the end of the academic year! Congratulations to all our students for
making it through 2021.

While in many ways 2021 has been a challenging year, there is much to be
grateful for. The school has been able to remain open for the vast majority of
the year, our students were able to sit for both their internal and external
examinations, we have been able to carry on with a number of our programmes
and most of our international students and staff will be able to return home at
the end of the year.

However, there have been some disappointments this year which we must also
acknowledge. The reduction in House events, no international trips, suspension
of many CCAs, lack of competitive sport and music and ongoing Safe
Management Measures. We understand the necessity of these measures, but
they do have an impact on school life. I would like to sincerely thank our school
community for their patience and understanding throughout the year.

I would like to wish our graduates and students who are leaving
ACS (International) all the very best in their future pursuits. For many of our
Year 6 graduates, they are commencing university or National Service. We pray
for them as they undertake these endeavours and ask that they would
remember the values and ACS spirit they have learnt during their time at
school. For students returning next year, we hope that they will have an
enjoyable rest, will make good use of the school break and will be excited about
resuming their studies in 2022.

At the end of the year, it is also important to recognise and thank all the
academic and support staff who, despite the challenges, have continued to
work hard with dedication and integrity. The school is very grateful to our staff
for all they have achieved this year and the constant support they have shown
our students. We wish all of our staff a restful break and are especially happy
for the staff who are able to visit loved ones overseas that they have not seen
for a long period of time.

We thank God for his protection and oversight this year, and continue to look to
Him for wisdom and discernment as we serve ACS (International) in 2022.

To God Be The Glory! The Best Is Yet To Be!

Gavin Kinch
Principal
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For comments and feedback, please email
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CHRISTIAN MINISTRY NEWS

Our CF captain and some of the CFers were hoping we
could have live worship during our sessions to help lift
everyone’s spirits. Since there are not many musicians in
CF, I decided to step forward and volunteer to lead
worship. I was extremely nervous to lead that day as I was
not familiar with one of the songs and I was also
recovering from sore throat. However, the teachers and
CFers were extremely encouraging and gave me a lot of
assurance, before and after the session.

I really enjoyed preparing two songs every week to play
during CF. I love to worship God through music and bring
joy to the CFers. When restrictions were heightened and
we had to go on Zoom for CCAs, I asked my teachers
whether I could still lead live worship from home, which
they agreed and I was really happy that I could still
worship God together with the CFers after a long week
at school.

Congratulations to the following students who were awarded prizes at Speech Day and/or Graduation:

PRIZE WINNERS

I found Chapel worship to be a different experience, but fun
and fulfilling. With CF worship, I usually work alone and could
practise at my own time and pace. However, I had to learn to
collaborate and communicate with my fellow CFers which was
a really different experience for me. With Chapel worship, we
needed to coordinate many more things including video
recording and editing.

I learnt so much about God through these experiences.
Whenever I’m preparing for worship, I can always feel His
presence and I know He helps me through it all. I ask Him to
lead and guide me when I’m preparing for worship so that
CFers can draw near to God. I’ve definitely also learned from
my fellow CF members’ strengths. I also learned how to play
more songs and increase my repertoire.

Kaela Ng, 3 GHK

Student Reflection: My Role As A Worship Leader
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Progression 2022
Letters regarding Progression or Non-Progression 2022
have been sent directly to parents over the past two weeks.
If parents do not receive a letter from the school, they may
assume that their son/daughter is progressing to the next
year level in 2022.

Office Holiday Hours
During the holiday period, the General Office operates the
following business hours:

Date(s) Business Hours

2021

23 November to 23 December 9:00am to 4:00pm

24 December 9:00am to 1:00pm

27 December Closed – Public Holiday

28 to 30 December 7:30am to 5:30pm

31 December 7:30am to 1:00pm

2022

3 January Closed – Public Holiday

4 January onwards 7:30am to 5:30pm

Prior to Start of Term 1

Tuesday, 4 January
2021 IBDP November results 
released, 
Oldham Chapel, 12:00pm

First Week

Wednesday, 12 January and 
Thursday, 13 January

Staff Training/Meeting

New Students Orientation

Friday, 14 January

House Tutor Time, 
Timetable confirmation 
(Start 9:00am, 
Half day for students)

Year 5 IBDP Induction

Second Week

Monday, 17 January Normal lessons begin

Tuesday, 18 January 2021 IGCSE results released

Wednesday, 19 January

IBDP Entry Processing for non-
DSA students (Entry based on 
2021 IGCSE results) 

IBDP Induction for non-DSA 
students and those who are 
enrolled after 13 January, 
2:30pm–3:30pm

Thursday, 20 January First day of IBDP for non-DSA 
students

Friday, 21 January CAS Induction for all Year 5s, 
1:00pm–3:00pm

Lunar New Year 2022

Monday, 31 January to 
Wednesday, 2 February SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday, 3 February Normal classes resume

Start of 2022 Arrangements

Year 6 IB Results Release
The results of the 2021 November IB Diploma
examinations will be released in the Chapel on Tuesday,
4 January 2022, 12:00pm. The school will share the
cohort’s statistics and top performers; plus be available
for counselling/queries, etc. Online results will be
available from 12:30pm to all students. If prevailing
SMMs do not allow us to gather in the Chapel, all
students will need to get their results online. Thereafter,
students may wish to collect the hardcopy result slip
from the General Office from 9:00am to 4:00pm
on weekdays.

2022 ICT Related Information
ICT-related information for 2022 can be found here. No
login is required.

Pupil Portal and Parent Portal
The Pupil Portal and Parent Portal will not be available from
22 November 2021 to 3 January 2022. The 2022 Timetable
will be published only via the Pupil Portal.

Year Groups to Take PEAKS Assessment
in 2022
During Term 1 of 2021, all newly admitted Year 1, 1B and
Year 5 students (i.e. non-DSA students and 2021 Pre IB and
Foundation IB students who qualify for 2022 IBDP), together with
all Year 4 IGCSE students are required to take the PEAKS
assessment. Year 1 and 1B students will be guided to do theirs
during school hours, while the Year 4 and Year 5 students will
need to bring their laptop to do theirs in school. The assessment
fee is $481.50 (inclusive of GST). Details in January 2021 issue.

NOTICES

Transcripts and Testimonials
Due to the school holidays, the issuing of transcripts and
testimonials has now closed for the year.

https://acs.fireflycloud.asia/information-for-parents-public
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Books and Uniform Matters
Students are to take note of the information as follows:

Books (Popular Bookstore)

Date 15–23 December 2021,  27–30 December 2021,  4–7 January 2022, 10–13 January 2022 

Venue School Bookshop

Business Hours Mondays to Fridays 9:00am–4:00pm 

Note Closed on 24 and 31 December 2021, Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays 

Mode of Payment Cash, Nets, Credit Cards and Popular Gift Vouchers

Uniform (Bibi&Baba Pte Ltd)

Date 12, 13 and 19 January 2022

Venue Outside School Bookshop [TBC]

Business Hours 10:00am–4:00pm 

Online Orders Uniforms can be ordered at https://www.schooluniforms.sg/acs-international

Note The shop at Far East Shopping Centre will be closed from 1 to 3 February 2022 for Lunar 
New Year break. Business resumes on 4 February.

Formal Wear 

The attire has to be worn on Founder’s Day, Tuesday, 1 March 2022. The last day to place your order is 15 January 2022. For 
more details, contact Sandy/Pauline at 6271 9248.

Blazer Donations
Leaving students are requested to donate their old
school blazers to the school for “recycling”. They can
deposit their blazer at the Reception, General Office,
for the school to dry clean and on-sell.

ACS Echo
The October–November 2021 issue of ACS Echo
magazine has arrived. Parents and students may pick
up one copy from the General Office reception.

https://www.schooluniforms.sg/acs-international
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2022 Calendar and Term Dates 
The school and public holidays calendar for 2022 is appended for your reference.

STUDENT SUCCESSES

2021 marks a remarkable year for Swareena Jain (6 GHK) who was awarded gold in NYAA.
She went through an 18-month process of Service Learning (60 hours), Outdoor Activity
Learning (32 hours), physical wellness activities (48 hours) as well as a community
leadership activity project which she aligned with her CAS project, Project Tetra Pak,
in school.

Swareena shared: “The NYAA has allowed me to explore and develop a sense of
appreciation for my environment, as well as reflect upon the soft skills brought out from my
leadership roles… Overall, I have thoroughly enjoyed the award journey, and I believe that
it is a helpful tool to guide youths towards a healthier, impactful, and purpose-driven
lifestyle.” She will receive her NYAA (Gold) Award certificate at the end of the year.
Well done, Swareena!

The NYAA award helps students greatly in their personal testimonials and portfolios as it is
endorsed by the NYAA council. A special mention is the gold award will be presented by the
President of Singapore or a Member of the Parliament to recognise this prestigious award
and the effort to serve the community. We will continue to see our students develop and
attain their awards before scaling greater heights in their future endeavours.

Ms Laura Blunt and Mr Eason Wee

Year 6 Student Achieves National Youth Achievement Award (Gold)
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Singapore Junior Chemistry Olympiad 2021
Singapore Chemistry Junior Olympiad 2021 was both an eventful and rewarding competition for our students as it exposed them
to new horizons of Chemistry. 26 students from Year 3, Year 4, Pre IB and Foundation IB students registered for the Olympiad.
Despite constant changes to the competition dates, time, instructions, and administrative procedures due to the pandemic,
students were responsive and adaptable to the changes even though Round 1 was held during June school holiday and Round 2
in September school holiday, amid their preparation for Preliminary and IGCSE examinations. Conrad Trey Indradjaja and
Huang Meici Ethelyn (both from 4 Thoburn) obtained gold award while Muhtasin Fiyaz Rayan (4 Oldham) won bronze award.

The Junior Chemistry Olympiad was a great experience
though it was a little disappointing that the second
experiment-related round couldn’t be done in person.
To prepare for the online tests, I focused on becoming
familiar with concepts in organic chemistry as it was the
only tested topic that I had yet to cover until that point.
Overall, it was a fun experience and I hope to be able to
partake in next year’s senior category.

Student Takeaways Conrad 

This is my first experience 
participating in a Chemistry Olympiad and 

I really did not know what to expect, but overall I 
found SJChO to be very rewarding. Challenged 
with questions beyond our syllabus, we had to 

use prior knowledge to think critically and figure 
out the solutions. The second round was 

particularly interesting as we were introduced to 
new experimental techniques such as the 

Babcock Method and spectroscopy. 
The experience was refreshing and 

uniquely challenging. 
I would encourage anyone to take part 

in the Chemistry Olympiad.

Ethelyn

Ms Hilda Toh
Chemistry Teacher
Teacher-in-charge of Singapore Junior Chemistry Olympiad 2021 

Participating in the Olympiad has been an
astounding experience. To prepare for it, I did
work outside of the syllabus, especially for
topic in organic chemistry. Overall, engaging in
the Olympiad has taught me a substantial
amount of content that would definitely help
me in the future. Despite the rounds of the
competition being delayed to the point where
it somewhat affected our revision schedules
for both the Preliminary Examinations and the
IGCSE, I still feel it was a remarkable
experience and I hope to partake in the Senior
Olympiad next year. Rayan

Conrad Trey Indradjaja (4 Thoburn) 
Gold Award

Muhtasin Fiyaz Rayan (4 Oldham) 
Bronze Award

Huang Meici Ethelyn (4 Thoburn) 
Gold Award



NEWSLETTER | November 2021

B

9

Singapore Mathematical 
Olympiad 2021
The Singapore Mathematical Olympiad
(SMO) is the largest and oldest
mathematics competition in Singapore.
The top 35% of the participants receive
an Award Certificate (Gold for top 3%,
Silver for the next 12% and Bronze for
the next 20%).

On 6 and 7 September, 57 students
(Years 1 to 6) from ACS (International)
took part in SMO 2021. Our list of
winners is as follows:

Name Division Certificate

Junior Results

Lee Jaehoon Year 1 Silver

Li Jiaqi Year 1 Bronze

Qi Tianrui Year 2 Bronze

Jang Geunjun Year 2 Bronze

Maximus 
Hartanto Year 1

Honourable 
Mention

Yano Akihiro Year 2 Honourable 
Mention

Senior Results

Shi Tian’yi Year 3 Bronze

Ethelyn Huang 
Meici Year 4 Silver

Conrad Trey 
Indradjaja Year 4 Bronze

Jo 
Woonhyeong Year 4 Bronze

Kim Minwoo Year 3 Honourable 
Mention

Zhang Qingyan Year 3 Honourable 
Mention

Liu Jihan Year 4
Honourable 

Mention

Open Results

Ethelyn Huang 
Meici Year 4 Silver

Patrick Zhou Year 5
Honourable 

Mention
Justin Cheng 
Ming Hearn Year 6 Honourable 

Mention
Lenard Oh Tzo

Jue Year 6 Honourable 
Mention

Ronak Sanan Year 6
Honourable

Mention

Results Summary

Item Junior Senior Open

1 Silver 1 1 1

2 Bronze 3 3 0

3 Honourable
Mention 2 3 4

Australian Mathematics Competition 2021
On 4 August, 91 students (Years 1 to 6) took part in the Australian Mathematics
Competition (AMC) 2020. Over 1,000 students shared the prizes and around 50% of
participants qualified to receive a Certificate of High Distinction, Distinction or Credit.
All other participants received a Certificate of Participation or a Proficiency Certificate.
All participants were also provided with a detailed report showing how they
performed on each problem with wider statistical rankings.

The competition aims to be accessible to all students from Years 1 to 6, not just the
mathematically gifted. There is an emphasis on problem solving, a valuable life skill,
and the questions are designed to be fun for the student. The AMC consists of three
separate papers, each with 30 questions in the Junior (ACS Years 1 and 2, Australian
Year 7 and 8), Intermediate (ACS Years 3 and 4, Australian Year 9 and 10) and Senior
(ACS Years 5 and 6, Australian Year 11 and 12) divisions. The time allowed is
75 minutes.

The AMC, sponsored by the Commonwealth Bank, has been held annually since 1978.
One of the largest annual events on the Australian education calendar, it is one of the
largest of its type in the world. More than 40 countries participate each year.

The list of High Distinction and Distinction award recipients is as follows:

Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC) 2021 Results

Name Division Award Name Division Award

Park Sanghyun Intermediate High Distinction 
& Best In School

Matthew 
Arthur Intermediate Distinction

Lee Jaehoon Junior High Distinction Zhang Qingyan Intermediate Distinction

Shi Tianyi Intermediate High Distinction
Natsuko 

Kawasumi Intermediate Distinction

Song 
Hyeonseok Intermediate High Distinction Taehee Han Intermediate Distinction

Maximus 
Hartanto Junior Distinction Kim Jibin Intermediate Distinction

Wu Youchen Junior Distinction Jiang Chunyu Intermediate Distinction

Kayden Tan Yu 
Hang Junior Distinction Kim Minjae Intermediate Distinction

Vanessa 
Cheung Junior Distinction Haechan Kim Intermediate Distinction

Akihiro Yano Junior Distinction Woonhyeong 
Jo Intermediate Distinction

Sun Dingyuan Junior Distinction Kazuki Baba Intermediate Distinction
Bono Jakub 

Gajdek Junior Distinction Dayoun Moon Intermediate Distinction

Celine Isabela 
Madamba

Abueg
Junior Distinction Yang Jiaqi Senior Distinction

Jang Geunjun Junior Distinction Justin Cheng 
Ming Hearn Senior Distinction

Zhu Zi Heng Junior Distinction Lenard Oh Tzo 
Jue Senior Distinction

Chun Sijun Intermediate Distinction Eliana Kwok Senior Distinction

Han Seo Hee
Chloe Intermediate Distinction Gweon Sujin Senior Distinction

Results in Recent 5 Years

Category / Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Number of Participants 105 38 107 73 91

High Distinction 2 1 1 1 4

Distinction 20 9 17 11 28
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Inter-School Malay Essay Writing 
Competition 
A total of 290 participants from Lower Secondary (Years 1
and 2) and 210 participants from Upper Secondary (Years 3
and 4) took part in this year’s PENA EMAS 2021, sponsored by
EDN-Media Consultant.

The objectives of this competition are as follows:
• To provide the opportunity for students to showcase

their talents;
• To instil confidence in writing composition;
• To sharpen students writing skills & techniques; and
• To encourage the creative and fun learning of the

Malay Language.

We would like to congratulate Weeratunge Sarisha Dinandee
Perera for winning third place in this national level Malay essay
writing competition, of which our five other participants also
achieved commendable placings.

No. Name of Participants Class Category

Lower Secondary

1 Aneshka Marissa Fernando Year 1 Gold

2 Erin Amaya Anne Sherrard Year 1 Gold

3 Miren Kaur Year 2 Gold

Upper Secondary

4 Nuh Bin Ahmad Zuhairi Year 3 Gold

5
Weeratunge Sarisha
Dinandee Perera Year 3 Gold

6
Harith Mikail Mohamed 
Nasser Year 4 Gold

Student Reflection

I’m proud to be the third place winner in the national level
Inter-School Malay Essay Competition (Upper Level). It also
makes me proud that I am able to represent my school
ACS (International). During the preparation of my essay, I
kept in mind a goal and I am happy to say that I have
achieved that goal! I am ecstatic and proud to receive this
award and would like to thank Mdm Goh, my Malay teacher,
who also guided me throughout the competition not only
this year but in previous years as well, where I had also
achieved the Gold Category award (85 marks and above)

Weeratunge Sarisha Dinandee Perera, 3 TCT

Mdm Chin Siew Lin & Mdm Goh Weili
Malay Language Teachers
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Pre IGCSE English End-of-Term Projects
Over the academic year, the Pre IGCSE English students explored a range of themes, texts and language skills. To learn in an
authentic and engaging manner, as well as practise their language skills after the examinations, they undertook two projects that
express their thoughts and opinions on the themes of environment and food.

Save the Environment!
The world is being threatened by climate change and global warming. However, going
green may seem to be a daunting task for many as it may entail certain sacrifices –
people may have to pay more to purchase recycled products, set aside longer travel
time to walk or cycle to school rather than take a taxi. In this environment project, the
students created a Google Site that share tips on how everyone could contribute to a
greener and healthier earth through small and simple steps. Browse through the pages
to learn of environmentally-friendly mode of transportations, watch catchy music
videos that would remind you to go green and steps to create useful upcycled products
for your home!

Access the sites through this links:
• https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/environmentus/home
• https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/environmentandus/home

Alternatively, you could scan the QR code to visit the pages!

Food and Us

Food is an extremely important aspect of life. It is survival, health and even
culture. In this project, the students practised their writing and research skills by
sharing their knowledge on the topic of food through blog entries. The entries
include food recipes, review on snacks, how food affects language and culture, and
even a research on questions they have about food. We hope the content helps
you develop a greater understanding and love for food.

Links to the blog entries:
• https://jekaido.edublogs.org/
• https://horyung.edublogs.org/
• https://savagekb.edublogs.org/
• https://savagekb.edublogs.org/
• https://friedjerry.edublogs.org/
• https://zoruna.edublogs.org/

https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/environmentus/home
https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/environmentandus/home
https://jekaido.edublogs.org/
https://horyung.edublogs.org/
https://savagekb.edublogs.org/
https://savagekb.edublogs.org/
https://friedjerry.edublogs.org/
https://zoruna.edublogs.org/
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Year 4 Graduation Ceremony 2021
The Year 4 Graduation Ceremony held on
24 September was a different take from the usual
ceremony held at the Oldham Chapel in previous
years, with the pre-recorded event being streamed
to the Year 4 tutor groups in their
respective classes.

Pastor Jeremy Ong opened the dedication
ceremony, followed by a speech by Mr Chris
Hayward, our new Vice-Principal (Middle Division).
He acknowledged the challenges the Year 4s faced
during this pandemic. The tenor of the message
resonated with the students as he encouraged them
that the work they had put in would be blessed. He
further reminded them to take care of their well-
being during this examination period.

A tribute was also put together by the 4th Student
Affairs prefects, with photo montages of each Year 4
tutor group’s journey through their years in the
school. Students reminisced, seeing photos from
their various House activities and games, their
celebrating school and class events, as well as
photos of their Year 2 camp trip to Telunas in 2019.

These reflections were topped by dedications from
teachers and students, who sent in their words of
encouragement and thoughts via video. Our
Principal, Mr Gavin Kinch, then closed the
proceedings with words of advice and a prayer of
blessing, letting the students know that the school
will still be there to support them as they start a
new chapter in their lives.

The students then adjourned to the canteen for the
last time as a cohort, as they exchanged farewells
and anticipated their journey into IB in the coming
year. Indeed, the best is yet to be!

4th Student Affairs, 17th Prefectorial Board

Year 6 Leavers’ Week
On the morning of 6 October, the 17th Student Council organised the final
Leavers’ Week celebration. It is an annual event to commemorate our
Year 6 students’ last day before their go on study leave to prepare for the
IB examinations.

For this year’s event (due to COVID-19 restrictions), the Student Council
put together a pre-recorded video which was played over Zoom to each of
the Year 6 tutor groups. The video featured an address from
Mrs Tan Siew Hoon, Vice Principal (Senior Division), to the Year 6s, along
with several video segments recorded by the Student Council. These
included a “memories” video, consisting of a collection of photos of the
graduating cohort. There was also a teachers’ section, in which
teachers from various faculties wished the students good luck for
their examinations.

The video also featured an award presentation for the IB learner profile
awards, in which a certificate was awarded to the students who most
exemplified each of the ten IB learner profile traits. These awards were
voted by their teachers but the Student Council added a “fun awards”
segment, where students were voted by their peers for the
different categories.

Overall, the Student Council, along with the Exco members, had a great
time organising the event. We hope we had provided a memorable final
experience for the Year 6s along with valuable keepsakes to remind them
of their time in the school. We wish them well in their journey ahead and
they will always hold a special place in the ACS (International) community.

Patrick Zhou
5 SVM
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Graduation and Speech Day
Each year, Year 6 Graduation and Years 1 to 5 Speech Day represent the culmination of the school year and enable some of the
many student successes to be acknowledged. As well as presenting prizes, the ceremonies feature student performances and
student speeches, alongside the speech by the Principal.

This year, owing to COVID-19 safe distancing restrictions, Year 6 Graduation was attended by the graduands, the Guest of Honour
Lock Wai Han (via online), Chairman Mr Tan Wah Thong, SLT, Rev Jeremy Ong, Heads of House, Academic Committee.
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Speech Day saw the attendance of prize winners and school leaders. Parents, family and friends were cordially invited to witness
both ceremonies through livestream via Zoom or the ACS (International) Facebook page.
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HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Inter-House Music Competition
Due to the adherence to Safe Management Measures (SMMs),
students were unable to do a live performance. Instead, thanks
to the Music Department, students used Soundtrap to record
their songs for judging. Great work all and a big thanks to our
Music Department.

Student Reflection

It is definitely a great experience working with friends from
different classes. Our team comprised singers Jeremiah Lim,
Ashley Tan and Jerry Leow who was also the pianist, Um
Seyoung as guitarist, Roy Kawaguchi on base and Max Kwan
playing the drums.

Initially, we faced difficulties in terms of deciding the song
and working together. The SMMs also put extra obstacles in
our way such as not being able to use the music room.
However, we eventually pulled together and worked on our
piece after school almost every day, despite our various
responsibilities. As we started working as a team, we not
only improved in our practice sessions, but also began to
enjoy participating in the competition. We definitely would
not have been able to achieve first place without the hard
work of everyone and the feedback given by our teachers.

Elizabeth Wong, 5 TCT
Aesthetic Prefect, TCT House

Results
First place: TCT
Second place : TKK and SVM (Tie)

2021 House Standings
Despite the COVID-19 situation affecting mass student
participation that resulted in cancelling a few of the usual
fares, the school carried out “modified” Inter-House
competitions, with the safe management measures in
place, in the sports (Sports Day, Badminton, June Get
Active), aesthetics (Lunar New Year Lion Head,
Photography, Poetry, Debate, Quiz, and Music) and
academic categories. Congratulations to the top three
Houses of each category on their successes and thanks
to all the students who participated in all the
competitions held and the teachers who supported
their students/Houses.

Sports Cup
First place – CKS
Second place – Oldham
Third place – Thoburn

Aesthetics Cup
First place – Oldham
Second place – Thoburn
Third place – CKS

Academic Cup
First place – CKS
Second place – SVM
Third place – GHK

House Cup
First place – CKS
Second place – SVM
Third place – Thoburn
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CCA UPDATES

Sustainability CCA
Being sustainable and looking for ways to reduce, reuse,
refuse, recycle and repurpose is a mindset and should become
daily habits for us all if we want to stop climate change. We
have set up a permanent spot in the Student Centre to drop
off goods for recycling and repurposing. Thanks to Mr Mike
Patterson, Head of PE, for this suggestion and for donating the
clothing and sport equipment recycling bin.

Our Sustainable Garden won silver award in Narks
Communities in Bloom contest. This is a significant effort by
the students as they did not receive any funding to set up the
garden. It was all done through their hard work, gardening
skills and determination. They have been donating their
harvest to the construction workers who are working
on campus.

Five students who call themselves Energy2Change have been
competing in a Microsoft x ZeroWaste Challenge since March.
Part of this challenge was to look for ways to reduce energy
consumption and plastic waste on our campus. To help create
awareness, they challenged students to a Sustainability Bingo
for one month. The winners are 2 Thoburn Junior Division,
3 SVM Middle Division and 5 TKK Senior Division. Winners
received a trophy. Thanks to everyone who participated and
supported Energy2Change and our environment.

Next year we hope to set up a composter to help recycle food
waste and leaves on campus to make nutrient rich soil. We
also hope to install a touchless water cooler in an effort to
encourage students to reduce purchasing bottled water and
use a reusable water bottle instead.

Every little bit helps and we share our motto with the
International Baccalaureate – Think Global, Act Local.

Members in Sustainability CCA corner in Student CentreSustainability Bingo 3 SVM Middle Division winner with Mr Ang Chew Yan

Mr Hayward presenting Communiites In Bloom award to Johannes and Darnesh



NEWSLETTER | November 2021

B

17

CAMPUS NEWS
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With the joint efforts of
both students and staff,
Green Roof has been
active in the wider
community. We entered
the Community In Bloom
Awards 2021 competition
organised by National
Parks Board in Term 1 with
a video submission by our
Year 3 students, Johannes
Wong and Ethan Ling. For
our fervent participation,
we were awarded gold
under the Educational
Institutions section on
25 October.

CAS PROJECTS

We are a group of Year 5 History students
who hope to spread awareness of the past
and current global events. With teamwork
and collaboration, we created a website
that incorporates summarised information
of special events of their history and their
relevance today. We hope that every
student could have a better understanding
and appreciation towards the past and
present of our society. Check out our
website here.

Congratulations to Yixuan Goh (1 TCT),
Si Jie Fu (2 Oldham), Darnesh Ramu
(3 SVM), Daiki Kashiwagi (3 TKK) and
Johannes Wei Zhi Wong (3 Oldham)
for winning third place in
MicrosoftxZeroWaste Challenge 2021.
The competition ran for eight months,
and students had to design and
implement a project that would help
their school community be more
sustainable and more aware of
environmental concerns. Calling
themselves Energy2Change, our team
of five students learned leadership
skills from Microsoft mentors and the
value of collaboration and teamwork.
They each have unique skills they
brought to the team, which helped them
work efficiently. They competed with
19 other schools in Singapore, and they
were the youngest competing team.
The students will continue to help
drive change and mindsets for a more
sustainable future for our planet.

Team Energy2Change Wins Third Place in ZeroWaste Challenge

Year 5 History Project

The Historical Archivists,
under supervision of Ms Claire Tan

https://historyarchivesacs.wixsite.com/my-site
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SPORTS NEWS

Taekwondo and Golf Achievements
Darren Yap Zong-Han (5 TKK) represented the school in the
National School Games (Taekwondo) 2021. He took part in the
‘A’ Division Boys Black 1 Poomsae event and finished first place
with the final score of 5.84. With Darren’s sporting
achievement as well as his display of character in his pursuit of
sporting excellence, he is awarded the SSSC Colours Award and
the SSSC Best Sports Boy award for Taekwondo 2021.
Congratulations Darren!

Austin Anderson Tan (6 CKS) represented the school in the
National School Games (Golf) 2021. He took part in the
‘A’ Division Boys Individual Championships and came in second
place with the total score of 74. Austin is also awarded with
the SSSC Colours Award 2021. Our heartiest congratulations
to Austin!

Special Love Delivery for our 
International Boarders

2021 has been a challenging year for many of us, particularly
for our international boarders, who have been far from home
and have not been able to see their families for months due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

To support them during the examination period, the PSP
lovingly prepared and distributed 161 care packs filled with
snacks for our boarders at Oldham Hall and ACS (Independent)
Boarding School on 5 October. The goodie bags, each sporting
our ACS (International) colours, were prepared as part of
Wellness Week and in support of our international students
who were busy revising for their end-of-year, IGCSE or
IBDP examinations.

Each bag came with a special message from the PSP: “We are
always here for you. Stay strong and positive!” To each of our
international boarders, you hold a very special place in our
hearts. As you finally return home for the holidays, know that
we, in the PSP, will always remain your family away from home.
Happy holidays and stay safe!

PSP NEWS
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PPG NEWS

Parents Prayer Group (PPG) 
Gives Thanks to God for 2021
The Parents Prayer Group (PPG) faithfully
connected monthly with parents over Zoom
prayer meetings throughout this
unprecedented COVID-19 year, to uphold the
school in prayer as one united body. Every
month, the HVMC pastors shared an inspiring
devotion with the parents, after a heart-
warming worship. We then broke into smaller
groups to pray over the requests for the school
leadership, teachers, staff and students.

In addition, PPG reached out to the Christian
overseas-based parents over Zoom on 7 August
in the evening. For more than a year,
international travel has been difficult, hindered
by stringent visa application processes and
quarantine requirements. Although unable to
be with their children during this prolonged
period of COVID-19 pandemic, we trust that our
Almighty God is watching over them and is their
ever present help and comfort.

To support the IGCSE and IB students, PPG had
weekly Monday evening prayer meetings over 6
weeks to cover the students who were taking
examinations. There was also a 24/7 Prayer
Support for students to share their request by
sending in via a Google form.

To end the year well, PPG gathered over Zoom
to learn Brush Pen Calligraphy with
LoveBondsSg on 30 October on a Saturday
morning. It was a fun-filled activity for parent-
child bonding. The graduation piece was a very
memorable one with the Bible verse "I can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me"
from Phillipians 4:13.

It was a blessing that parents found support
sharing and praying for each other. We are
grateful for the authentic encouragement and
the genuine care and concern for each other
during this challenging time.

We welcome you to join us, and do get in touch
with us. Email us at acsintppg@gmail.com

mailto:acsintppg@gmail.com
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WELLNESS TIPS

“I don’t have time for…SLEEP”
The National Sleep Foundation recommends that
teens get around 8 to 10 hours of sleep each night.
While students occasionally stay up to do school
work, many are also staying up to watch
YouTube or Netflix, chat with friends online, or
scroll through Instagram or SnapChat. The
holidays provide the perfect opportunity to catch
up on sleep. With school work out of the way,
devices are typically the only thing competing for
your child’s/ward’s sleep. Consider setting offline
hours at home and removing devices from the
bedroom to ensure a good night’s sleep.

“I don’t have time for…EXERCISE”
The CDC recommends that teenagers do
60 minutes or more of moderate-to-vigorous
intensity physical activity each day. They should
participate in activities that increase their heart
rates (e.g. walking, running, sports), strengthen
bones (e.g. running and jumping) and build
muscles (e.g. climbing or doing push-ups). The
holidays are a good time to learn a new sport or
adopt a daily exercise routine. Encourage your
teen to remain physically active throughout the
holidays as long periods of inactivity can affect
their mental and emotional health.

Make Time During This End-of-Year Break!

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Studies have shown that taking time off from work (or in the case of students, taking time off from school) is integral to well-
being, productivity, and high performance. We hope that students will use the holidays to rest, relax, and do the many things
they don’t have time for when school is in session…

A common adage says that it takes 21 days to make or break a habit. We hope that students will use the more-than-21-days
holiday to develop healthy habits that will support them through the new school year and beyond, and at the same time, break
bad habits that deter them from realising their dreams. We wish you a restful holiday and look forward to see all our students
In 2022!

Ms Charlina Gozali & Ms Stacey Low
Counselling Department

“I don’t have time for…FRIENDS & FAMILY”
COVID-19 has made it extra challenging for
many of us to meet others in-person. However,
studies have shown that online interactions do not
provide the same psychological and emotional
benefits as offline interactions. Encourage your
teen to invite friends over during the holidays. Set
aside time for family meals – teens can even help
plan and prepare the meal. Involve your teen in
planning a fun family activity such as a family
game night or a trip to the museum/theme parks.

“I don’t have time for…ME”
Teens should participate in activities that are
meaningful and energising for them. This can
include hobbies, volunteer work, or other personal
development activities. In addition to the
emotional and psychological benefits, such
activities also help teens to learn more about
themselves and can inform their future career
aspirations. Challenge them to pick up a new skill
or expand on their current interests. Encourage
them to volunteer in the community. The holidays
are also a good time to work on important socio-
emotional skills such as social skills, stress
management, and mindfulness.
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HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

Dear Students,

Come join us at the SMU Arts 
Festival 2021 and experience 

multitudes of art,
made possible through collaboration 

and integration, as we come
2GETHER AS 1.

This year, SMU turns 21. And in coming-
of-age fashion, we infuse 2 or more 

unexpected elements in each 
programme to create 1 festival of works 
of greater scale and emotional impact. 

The festival’s curation provides a 
platform for the arts community to rally 
together, and to express our desire for 
the world to emerge stronger 2GETHER 

AS 1 in this post-pandemic era.

Visit us at smu.sg/artsfest for a          
teaser   of what to expect this                  

30 Nov – 30 December, and take part   
in a contest 2HARE YOUR 1DEAS.

Submit your art and win prizes!
Too excited to wait? Watch programme

trailers here: choose between music
or hip hop!

We can’t wait to see you at                     
SMU Arts Festival 2021!❤

Best wishes,
SMU’s Student Life Team

about:blanksmu.sg/artsfest
https://youtu.be/acRPQ2k7r6w
https://youtu.be/p96WoqLx5bo


NEWSLETTER | November 2021

B

2222

ACS (International) Singapore is a
distinctive international secondary
school open to all Singaporeans
& other nationalities, offering an
all-round English-based education
for students aged 12 to 18 years
leading to the International General
Certificate of Secondary Education
(IGCSE) and the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
(IBDP).

Senior Leadership Team

ACS (International) 
Admissions Seminars 

for 2022

Venue: Oldham Chapel, ACS (International)
61 Jalan Hitam Manis, Singapore 278475

Seminars will be held on Campus with school tours where possible.
Virtual seminars and tours will be organized instead 

if there are social gathering restrictions.
Attendance is limited and by reservations only.

For earlier appointments, please contact Joseph Ng or Serene Lim
at +65 6472 1477 or  admissions@acsinternational.edu.sg

Mr Gavin Kinch
Principal

Post PSLE Seminars

24 November, 2pm & 4pm

25 November, 9am & 2pm

26 November, 9am & 2pm

27 November, 9am

RSVP admissions@acsinternational.edu.sg

Mrs Tan Siew Hoon
Vice-Principal

Dr Kristopher Achter
Vice-Principal

Mr Christopher Hayward 
Vice-Principal


