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Dear	Parents,	Students	and	Friends	

Happy	Birthday,	Singapore!	On	Wednesday	9	August	Singapore	celebrates	52	years	
of	independence	and	nationhood	growth	that	is	the	envy	of	many	countries	around	
the	world.	 As	 a	 school	we	 are	 looking	 forward	 to	 celebrating	 Singapore’s	National	
Day	next	week,	 incorporating	both	a	Singaporean	and	an	 international	 flavour	 into	
our	activities.	Singapore	is	a	multicultural	society,	and	at	ACS	(International)	we	have	
over	 30	 different	 nationalities	 making	 up	 our	 unique	 community,	 so	 it	 seems	
appropriate	 for	 us	 to	 have	 a	 National	 Day	 celebration	 with	 an	 International	 Day	
flavour.		

Our	13th	Prefectorial	Board	led	the	school	assembly	this	week.	It	was	encouraging	to	
see	 a	 number	 of	 different	 student	 leaders	 introducing	 a	 range	 of	 activities	 and	
initiatives.	The	devotion	was	led	by	our	head	students,	Kan	Chi	Mun	and	Megan	Low.	
They	 shared	how	 their	personal	 faith	had	 consistently	helped	 in	 times	of	difficulty	
and	 they	 encouraged	 students	 to	 put	 their	 trust	 in	 God.	 They	 referred	 to	 several	
scripture	 passages	 including	 John	 14:1	 –	 “Do	 not	 let	 your	 hearts	 be	 troubled	 but	
trust	 in	 the	 LORD”.	 They	 further	 developed	 this	 theme	 and	 referred	 to	 Bible	
passages	which	promise	that	God	is	in	control	–	that	He	has	a	plan	for	us,	we	are	not	
alone	–	and	that	there	is	Hope.		

Some	 of	 the	 Prefectorial	 Board	 initiatives	 for	 the	 coming	 year	 include	 seeking	
student	 feedback	 through	 the	 ACS	 Voices	 website:	 an	 anti-bullying	 campaign	 that	
uses	 an	 web	 portal	 as	 a	 place	 for	 students	 to	 leave	 messages;	 the	 Ambassadors	
charity	 project	 ‘Club	 Rainbow’	 with	 the	 annual	 ‘Choice	 to	 Run’	 fundraiser;	 and	 a	
thrust	to	keep	the	new	Canteen	clean	and	tidy.	We	are	pleased	with	the	strong	start	
made	by	this	year’s	new	leadership	group.	

Over	 the	 coming	 weeks	 we	 are	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	 school’s	 new	 combined	
Philharmonic	 Orchestra	 first	 public	 performance,	 the	 third	 annual	 Thinkers’	 Day	
seminar,	 the	 next	 Inter-House	 competition	 and	 the	 Barrett	 Music	 Competition.	
Further	details	are	found	in	this	newsletter	along	with	a	mix	of	other	news,	student	
successes	and	coming	events.		

Rob	Burrough	

ACS	(INTERNATIONAL)	NEWSLETTER	 IN	THIS	ISSUE	

Horses	sleep	standing	up	
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STAFF	NEWS	

At	 the	 end	of	 July	we	 farewelled	Mr	Robb	Ross	 (English)	who	
returned	with	his	wife	to	China	and	Mrs	Francesca	Manganelli-
Leng	 (French)	 to	a	post	at	GEMS	 International	School.	We	are	
sorry	to	lose	their	services	as	each	was	fully	involved	in	the	life	
of	 the	 school	 but	 we	 sincerely	 thank	 them	 for	 their	
commitment	 to	 ACS	 (International)	 during	 their	 time	 with	 us	
and	we	wish	them	well	in	their	new	roles.		

As	 replacements	 we	 welcome	 Mrs	 Kathleen	 Hollis	 (English)	
from	 the	 UK	 and	Mrs	 Delphine	 Esnault	 (French)	 from	 France	
but	 lately	 teaching	 in	 Singapore.	 We	 are	 pleased	 with	 the	
quality	of	our	new	colleagues	and	we	wish	them	an	enjoyable	
and	rewarding	time	with	us.	

International	ACAC	Conference	July	
2017	
Our	 Careers	 and	 Higher	 Education	 Advisor	 Mrs	 Rita	 Kaur	
represented	 ACS	 (International)	 at	 the	 annual	 International	
Association	 for	 College	 Admission	 Counseling	 (ACAC)	
Conference	in	Cleveland,	Ohio	from	July	7	to	11.		

This	 year,	 the	 conference	 was	 held	 at	 the	 Case	 Western	
Reserve	University.	The	International	ACAC	is	held	in	either	the	
US	or	Canada,	and	interested	institutions	submit	their	proposal	
to	host	the	conference	two	years	in	advance.	ACS	(I),	Singapore	
American	School,	Hwa	Chong	Institution	and	SJI	(International)	
were	among	the	other	Singapore	schools	present.		

Related	 sessions	 on	 college	 counselling	 and	 higher	 education	
advising	 are	 held	 during	 the	 three-day	 event.	 All	 participants	
have	 an	 opportunity	 to	 showcase	 their	 Institutions	 in	 the	
University	and	High	School	Fair.	
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Apple	Distinguished	Educator,	
Mr	Zhang	Youyou	

In	July,	one	of	our	Chinese	teachers	Mr	Zhang	Youyou	spent	a	
few	 days	 abroad	 in	
Australia	 at	 the	 Apple	
Distinguished	 Educator	
(ADE)	Academy	2017.	Upon	
his	 return,	he	shared	some	
of	his	experience	with	us.	

Welcome	 back	 to	 school.	
Could	 you	 tell	 us	 where	
you	have	been?	
I	 went	 to	 Melbourne	 to	
attend	 the	 ADE	 Academy	
2017	from	6	to	9	July.	

What	 were	 you	 doing	
there?	

I	 was	 excited	 to	 meet	 the	 ADE	 class	 of	 2017	 and	 to	 connect	
with	ADE	Alumni,	as	well	as	the	Apple	Education	development	
team.	 ADE	 Academy	 2017	 provided	 a	 range	 of	 learning	
opportunities	 and	 workshops.	 The	 ADE	 Showcase	 was	 the	
highlight	 of	 ADE	 Academy,	 and	 it	 was	 impressive	 to	 watch	
brilliant	 presentations	 and	 hear	 the	 new	 stories	 shared	 by	
other	ADEs.	

Congratulations	on	being	chosen	to	be	an	Apple	Distinguished	
Educator	(ADE).	Can	you	tell	us	more	about	them?	
The	 Apple	 Distinguished	 Educator	 (ADE)	 programme	 is	 a	
relationship	 program	 focused	 on	 educational	 excellence	 and	
leadership.	 That	 includes	 working	 with	 each	 other	 and	 with	
Apple	 to	bring	 the	 freshest,	most	 innovative	 ideas	 to	 learners	
everywhere.		

Who	qualifies	as	an	ADE?	
ADEs	 are	 K–12	 and	 higher-education	 pioneers	 who	 are	 using	
Apple	technology	to	transform	teaching	and	learning.	

What	does	an	ADE	do?	
ADEs	 are	 recognized	 for	 doing	 amazing	 things	 with	 Apple	
technology	 in	 and	 out	 of	 the	 classroom.	 They	 explore	 new	
ideas,	 seek	 new	 paths,	 and	 embrace	 new	 opportunities.	 They	
are	active	leaders	whose	aim	is	to	help	other	educators	rethink	
what’s	 possible	with	 tools	 such	 as	 the	 iPad	 and	Mac	 to	make	
learning	a	deeply	personal	process	for	every	student.	

Is	there	any	prize?	
Being	part	of	the	ADE	community	 is	an	honour	 in	 itself.	 It’s	an	
opportunity	to	make	a	difference.	

There	 seems	 to	 be	 a	 focus	 on	 the	 idea	 of	 global	 education.	
Could	 you	 share	 some	 of	 your	 ideas	 on	 how	 technology	 can	
contribute	to	global	education?	
Apple	creates	a	wide	rage	of	applications	for	education,	such	as	
Pages,	 Keynote,	 Numbers,	 Garage	 Band,	 iMovie,	 Xcode,	 Swift	
Playgrounds,	 iTunes	 U,	 and	 iBook’s	 Author.	 Using	 these	 tools	
enable	 us	 to	 conduct,	 for	 example,	 visual	 storytelling,	
additional	 language	 learning,	 coding,	 learning	 reflection,	
creativity	 &	 humanities	 as	 well	 as	 formative	 assessment,	
professional	 developments	 and	 celebrating	 success	 for	 all	
learners	and	teachers.	

Have	you	used	these	in	your	own	classroom?	
I	have	used	many	information	technologies	to	teach	Chinese.	I	
am	 passionate	 about	 making	 Chinese	 learning	 creative,	
interesting,	and	as	engaging	as	possible	for	all	of	my	students.	
In	order	to	do	that,	I	strive	to	be	as	innovative	as	possible	when	
it	 comes	 to	 teaching	 students	 in	 the	 classroom.	 For	 iMovie,	
Clips	and	Keynote,	 I	 shared	 some	of	 the	newest	 features	with	
my	 students	 to	 help	 them	discover	 the	 possibilities	 for	 telling	
stories,	 presenting	 ideas,	 and	 representing	 change	 through	
animations.		

What	do	you	plan	to	do	as	an	ADE?	
The	 first	 on	my	 list	 is	 digital	 books.	 I	 learned	 some	 advanced	
use	 of	widgets	 and	 template	 styles	 from	ADE	 Academy	 2017,	
and	I	would	like	to	publish	some	IBDP	Chinese	LAL	and	TOK	text	
books	with	my	students.	Then	we	can	upload	these	courses	to	
iTunes	U.	My	students	will	get	involved	in	the	entire	process	of	
both	publishing	the	digital	book	and	creating	an	online	course	–	
from	planning	 to	grading.	Transforming	 the	 IBDP	LAL	and	TOK	
courses	will	bring	more	challenges	and	encourage	creativity	 in	
the	learning	journey	of	my	students.	

The	second	is	coding.	The	primary	years	of	schooling	are	a	great	
time	 to	 introduce	 coding	 concepts	 as	 a	way	of	 thinking	about	
the	 everyday	 and	 digital	 world,	 and	 to	 develop	 skills	 in	
computational	 thinking.	 We	 have	 currently	 started	 the	 first	
computer	programming	(Python)	workshop	led	by	Antony	Yang	
(6	OLD).	In	the	near	future,	more	programming	workshops	will	
be	 conducted	 for	 students	 to	 explore	 the	 language	 of	 code,	
enabling	 them	 to	move	 to	 a	digital	 environment	by	practicing	
key	coding	skills.	

Thank	you	Mr	Zhang	Youyou	for	sharing	your	ideas	and	passion	
with	 us.	 We	 look	 forward	 to	 seeing	 what	 the	 students	 can	
create	under	your	guidance.	
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NOTICES	

Parent	Teacher	Meetings	and	IG/IB	
Information	Meetings	
We	wish	draw	parents	attention	to	the	following	two	important	
PTMs	 and	 associated	 IGCSE	 and	 IB	 Diploma	 Information	
meetings	 to	 be	 held	 this	 month.	 Students	 are	 requested	 to	
accompany	 their	 parents	 to	 the	 PTMs	 and	 the	 Information	
Meetings	 in	order	to	make	the	meetings	as	useful	as	possible.	
Separate	email	reminders	will	also	be	sent	to	parents	at	a	later	
date.	

Year	4	/	6	Parent-Teacher	Meetings	and	
IBDP	Information	Briefing		
4.30	–	8.00pm,	Tuesday	15	August	2017			
This	year	we	are	again	combining	the	Year	4	and	Year	6	Parent	
– Teacher	Meetings	 with	 the	 IB	 Diploma	 Information	 Briefing
for	Year	4	parents	and	students.	To	help	current	Year	4	parents
and	students	prepare	 for	 the	 IB	Diploma	Programme	and	also
help	 with	 their	 subject	 selection	 we	 are	 holding	 the	 annual
IBDP	briefing	session	at	4.30pm	 in	 the	Chapel	 following	which
they	are	free	to	join	the	PTM	in	the	Sports	Hall.	After	an	initial
overview	by	the	Vice	Principal	and	IB	Coordinator	there	will	be
a	short	briefing	on	individual	subjects	by	the	faculty	heads.

Parent-Teacher	 Meetings	 and	 IGCSE	
Information	Briefing	
Tuesday	29	August	2017	
The	next	whole	school	Parent-Teacher	meetings	will	be	held	on	
Tuesday	 29	 August	 in	 the	 Sports	 Hall	 at	 the	 following	 times:	
8.30	am	–	12.30	pm	and	1.30	pm	–	4.00	pm.	

To	help	current	Year	2	parents	and	students	prepare	for	IGCSE	
plus	help	with	 their	 subject	 selection	we	are	also	holding	 two	
IGCSE	 briefing	 sessions	 during	 the	 day.	 Year	 2	 families	 can	
choose	 to	 attend	 either	 8.30	 –	 9.30am	 or	 1.30	 –	 2.30pm	
following	which	they	are	free	to	join	the	PTM.	

		Term	3	Reports	Publish	Dates	
• Years	4	and	6	-	Prelim	Report	grades	are	published	on

4	August
• Other	 Year	 Groups	 –	 Term	 3	 grades	 published	 on	 28

August
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STUDENT	SUCCESSES	

Charity	Lien	at	ASG	2017	

This	 year,	 Charity	 Lien	 participated	 in	 the	 9th	 ASEAN	 Schools	
Games	(ASG).	She	was	one	of	the	youngest	swimmers	present,	
and	participated	 in	a	total	of	4	events.	This	 is	her	second	year	
participating	 in	 the	 ASG,	 and	 she	 won	 a	 Silver	 medal	 for	 the	
open	 age	 girls’	 category	 for	 the	 100m	 breaststroke	 event	 –	
which	she	also	won	at	last	year’s	ASG.	In	addition,	she	was	part	
of	the	team	that	won	another	Silver	medal	for	Singapore	in	the	
4x100m	 Medley	 Relay.	 We	 congratulate	 Charity	 on	 her	
achievements,	 and	 wish	 her	 all	 the	 best	 in	 her	 continued	
training.	

Charity’s	participation	in	the	ASG	was	featured	in	the	Straits	
Times	-http://www.straitstimes.com/sport/charity-profits-
from-her-mothers-swimming-experiences.	

Singapore	Mathematical	
Olympiad	2017	
The	Singapore	Mathematical	Olympiad	(SMO)	is	the	largest	and	
oldest	mathematics	competition	in	Singapore.		

The	 top	 35%	 of	 the	 participants	 will	 receive	 an	 Award	
Certificate	(Gold	for	top	3%,	Silver	for	next	12%	and	Bronze	for	
next	20%).	

On	30	May	and	31	May	2017,	26	students	 (years	1	 to	6)	 from	
ACS	(International)	 took	part	 in	SMO	2017.	The	 list	of	winners	
for	ACS	(International)	is	given	below.	

http://www.straitstimes.com/sport/charity-profits-from-her-mothers-swimming-experiences
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UNSW	ICAS	2017	
The	 school	 is	 pleased	 to	 announce	 the	 results	 of	 this	 year’s	
UNSW’s	 International	 Competitions	 and	 Assessments	 for	
Schools	 (ICAS)	 Science.	 Out	 of	 a	 total	 of	 35	 participants	 from	
our	school,	two	Distinctions,	five	Credits,	and	four	Merits	were	
awarded.	 Congratulations	 to	 the	 following	 students	 for	 their	
results.	

Award	 Student	 Year	and	House	

Distinction	 Chen	Yili	 3	SVM	
Li	Andi	 3	GHK	

Credit	

Benjamin	Lim	 3	OLD	
Noah	Ng	 3	SVM	

Oh	Jae	Bom	 3	THO	
S. Shanthosh 3	TKK	
Tee	Kai	Feng	 3	SVM	

Merit	

Cai	Linshan	 3	GHK	
Ansley	Chan	 3	TCT	
Megan	Man	 3	TKK	
Victoria	Teo	 3	GHK	

Dialogue	in	the	Dark	
Dialogue	in	the	Dark	is	an	experience	jointly	organised	by	Ngee	
Ann	Polytechnic	and	Dialogue	Social	Enterprise.	Dialogue	in	the	
Dark	 employs	 visually-impaired	 guides	 who	 guide	 visitors	 in	
complete	darkness.	 Its	aim	 is	 to	 raise	awareness	and	 facilitate	
inclusion	of	marginalised	people	in	our	communities.	

22	 of	 us	 went	 to	 Ngee	 Ann	 Polytechnic	 with	 International	
Student	 Pastoral	 Care	 Coordinator	 Ms	 Stacey	 Low,	 and	 Ms	
Gemma	Millar.	 The	 point	 of	 Dialogue	 in	 the	 Dark	 was	 not	 to	
scare	us	or	intimidate	us,	but	to	give	us	a	sense	of	how	visually-
impaired	 people	 feel	 and	 live.	We	 learned	 that	 being	 visually	
disabled	doesn’t	equal	an	inability	to	live	life	to	the	fullest.	The	
fact	that	they	can’t	see	does	not	mean	they	don’t	live	fulfilling	
and	meaningful	lives.	

Through	 the	 experience,	we	 got	 a	 glimpse	 of	 the	 insecurities,	
dangers	 and	 unsureness	 which	 visually	 disabled	 people	
experience.	Although	it	was	scary	at	first,	we	felt	that	 it	was	a	
very	meaningful	experience,	 and	 resolved	 to	be	more	mindful	
of	visually-impaired	people	and	help	them	when	we	can.	It	was	
a	valuable	experience	for	all	of	us.	

Kwak	Yujin	(5	TCT)	and	Yang	Tze-Te	Denny	(5	OLD)	

Alumnus	Timothi	Lim	
The	 school	 would	 like	 to	 congratulate	 Alumnus	 Timothi	 Lim	
(Class	of	2012)	on	winning	 the	Game	of	 the	Year	award	 (Web	
and	 Mobile	 Category)	 for	 The	 Rookies	 international	
competition	2017.	

Timothi	 is	 currently	 studying	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Southern	
California	 (USC).	 You	 can	 read	 more	 about	 his	 game	 here:	
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singaporea
n-undergraduate-wins-international-game-design-contest-
9041184
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July	2017	was	a	busy	month	for	our	school’s	Interact	Club!		Our	
Interactors	 immersed	 themselves	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 meaningful	
activities.	

Project	Hunger	Free	
Ten	students	from	our	Interact	Club	took	part	in	World	Vision’s	
Project	Hunger	Free	–	a	one-of-a-kind	festival	of	culture,	ideas,	
and	experiential	 learning	to	go	behind	the	scenes	of	relief	and	
development	work	around	the	world.		They	came	away	armed	
with	knowledge	and	a	renewed	commitment	to	do	their	bit	to	
achieve	a	hunger	free	world.	After	the	event,	 there	was	a	5km	
Project	 Hunger	 Free	 run.	 Student	 Ambassador	 teacher-in-
charge	Mdm	Koh	Leng	Leng	and	several	Student	Ambassadors	
participated	in	this	run	to	support	Project	Hunger	Free.	

Rotary	Club	Dinner	with	District	
General	
Our	Interact	Club	student	EXCO	team	had	a	networking	session	
and	dinner	with	the	District	General	(DG)	of	the	Rotary	Club	of	
Singapore.		 It	was	an	excellent	opportunity	 for	our	 Interactors	
to	 meet	 with	 the	 DG,	 learn	 about	 the	 good	 work	 that	 the	
Rotary	 Club	 has	 done	 and	 their	 partnership	 with	 the	 Bill	 and	
Melinda	Gates	 Foundation.	 	Our	 students	 also	 got	 to	network	
with	Rotarians	 and	 fellow	 Interact	 student	 leaders	 from	other	
schools.	

Interact	Leadership	Training	Camp	2017	
A	major	event	in	the	Interact	calendar,	the	Interact	Leadership	
Training	Camp	(ILTC)	is	an	annual	3-day-2-night	camp	organized	
by	 the	 Rotary	 Club	 of	 Singapore,	 National	 Youth	 Council	 and	
Youth	Corps	Singapore.			

Our	 Interact	 Club	 President,	 Vice-President	 and	 Secretary	 had	
the	 privilege	 of	 participating	 in	 the	 camp	 to	 learn	 essential	
leadership	skills,	form	strong	networking	relationships	with	the	
Interact	 leaders	 from	 other	 schools	 across	 Singapore,	 and	
collaborate	 to	 organize	 community	 and	 volunteer	 projects	 for	
2018.		

World	Vision	Run	
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Asian	Arts	Festival	2017	Champion	
1	 LSG	 student	 Shermaine	 Saw	 participated	 in	 the	 Asian	 Arts	
Festival	 in	 the	 solo	 singing	 category.	 She	 competed	 against	
contestants	 from	 all	 over	 Asia	 Pacific	 and	 emerged	 as	
champion,	 taking	 home	 the	 Gold	 trophy.	 The	 school	
congratulates	Shermaine	on	her	wonderful	achievement.	

The	 Asian	 Arts	 Festival	 is	 now	 in	 its	 5th	 year,	 and	 attracts	
participants	 from	 the	 region	 and	 around	 the	 world,	 including	
China,	Hong	Kong,	 the	Philippines,	 Indonesia,	Korea,	Malaysia,	
Vietnam,	and	even	 the	United	Kingdom	and	Russia.	 Talents	of	
all	 ages	 are	 welcomed	 and	 perform	 before	 an	 international	
panel	of	judges.	

Choice	to	Run	2017	
Choice	to	Run	is	back!	This	year,	the	Student	Ambassadors	are	
working	with	Holland	Village	Methodist	 Church	 to	 raise	 funds	
for	 Club	 Rainbow,	 a	 charity	 organization	 that	 is	 dedicated	 to	
support	 children	 with	 various	 chronic	 and	 life-threatening	
illnesses.	Club	Rainbow	helps	 these	children	and	 their	 families	
by	 providing	 a	 holistic	 support	 structure,	 including	 emotional,	
financial	and	educational	support.		

The	 event	 will	 take	 place	 on	 23	 September	 8.30am-12.00nn.	
Register	from	now	until	11	August	for	the	Early	Bird	rate	of	$12	
(otherwise	$15).	Choice	 to	 run	will	be	a	morning	of	 fun,	good	
exercise	and	school	bonding,	so	don’t	wait	too	long	to	sign	up!	

We	 also	 welcome	 donations	 (tax	 exemption	 applies),	 no	
amount	is	too	small	to	go	towards	this	worthy	cause.	

By	7th	Board	of	Student	Ambassadors	
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The	Singapore	Maritime	Gallery	
Study	Trip	

Integrated	Humanities	14	July	2017	

How	Marine	Biology	is	affected	by	shipping	and	protected	in	
Singapore	waters.	

Markers	and	Buoys	that	guide	vessels	in	Singapore	waters.	

Evidence	of	Temasek’s	importance	in	14th	Century	maritime	
trade.	

Sizing	up	the	volume	of	a	Container		
(or	TEU:	Twenty-foot	equivalent	unit)	and	what	it	can	hold.	
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Singapore	 Tour	 for	 New	 International	
Students	
I	was	so	glad	to	have	an	opportunity	to	travel	around	Singapore	
and	learn	about	its	diverse	cultures.	

The	gadgets	 in	Chinatown	shops	dazzled	us	with	 their	 variety.	
Chinatown	 also	 has	 many	 food	 stalls,	 which	 made	 us	 hungry	
since	 the	morning.	We	then	visited	 the	Urban	Redevelopment	
Authority	 (URA)	 city	 gallery	 which	 showed	 us	 how	 Singapore	
has	developed	over	the	past	52	years.	After	that,	we	visited	the	
Central	 National	 Library	 where	 Ms.	 Stacey	 taught	 us	 how	 to	
borrow	and	return	books.	So	let	us	DROP	THE	BOOKS	together!	
The	doziest	time	during	a	day	 is	 just	after	 lunch.	However,	we	
all	 were	 wide	 awake	 after	 travelling	 around	 Kampong	 Glam.	
Everything	 there	 amazed	 us.	 The	 old	 palace	 (Istana),	 the	
fragrant	perfume	as	well	as	the	traditional	Malay	games	of	peg-
top	and	shuttlecock	(capteh)	all	captured	our	attention.	

The	 displays	 of	 Indian	 cultures	
in	 Little	 India	 left	 a	 deep	
impression	 on	 me.	 Many	 girls	
and	 boys	 tried	 the	 Indian	
tattoos	 (henna).	 The	 exquisite	
patterns	are	really	wonderful	to	
look	 at	 and	 will	 last	 for	 two	
weeks!	I	also	got	to	try	wearing	
a	 sari	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 The	
fabric	 is	 soft	 and	 cool.	 I	 think	 I	
know	 why	 Indian	 women	 like	
these	 traditional	 clothes	 so	
much.	

Thanks	to	Ms.	Stacey,	and	our	guides	Mr.	Logan	and	Mr.	Colin,	
we	all	had	a	happy	and	precious	day.	I	hope	we	can	have	other	
chances	 to	 visit	 and	 learn	 about	 more	 and	 more	 Singapore’s	
cultures	in	the	future!	

Zheng	Jiayi	
(Bridging	student,	1	THO)	
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CAS	Trip	to	Chiang	Mai,	Thailand	
In	 the	 first	week	of	 the	 June	holidays,	29	Year	5	 students	and	
three	 teachers	 set	 off	 to	 Chiang	 Mai	 for	 an	 eight	 day	 long	
service	trip,	teaching	and	building	at	the	Sanpayangwittayakarn	
School.	 	 At	 the	 airport,	 the	 atmosphere	 was	 a	 mixture	 of	
excitement,	nerves	and	anticipation.		

We	were	welcomed	to	Chiang	Mai	with	a	feast	of	Thai	cuisine	
including	Tom	Yum	soup	and	mango	sticky	rice,	before	heading	
to	 the	hotel	 for	a	 restful	evening	before	 the	 challenge	began!	
Early	 the	 following	 day,	 we	 set	 off	 to	 the	 Royal	 Project	
Foundation	 research	 station	 lodge,	 stopping	 on	 the	 way	 to	
stock	up	on	 teaching	 supplies	 and	visit	 the	 school.	 	 The	 lodge	
was	situated	amongst	a	serene	coffee	plantation	and	even	had	
its	own	on-site	coffee	shop!	The	simple	lodgings	were	perhaps	
a	 little	more	 basic	 and	 close	 to	 nature	 than	many	 of	 us	were	
used	 to,	 but	 were	 perfectly	 located	 for	 us	 to	 appreciate	 the	
beautiful	Chiang	Mai	 landscape	and	get	to	know	an	authentic,	
rural	way	of	life.	

The	 next	 four	 days	 were	 spent	 completing	 service	 at	 the	
Sanpayangwittayakarn	 School:	 	 one	 group	 of	 students	 quickly	
developed	their	construction	skills	and,	guided	by	a	contractor,	
installed	a	water	filtration	unit	which	provided	students	of	the	
school	 with	 much	 needed	 clean	 drinking	 water;	 our	 most	
artistic	students	took	on	the	task	of	painting	the	outside	areas	
and	 decorating	 the	 school	 library	 with	 an	 engaging	 and	
educational	 mural;	 the	 budding	 teachers	 amongst	 the	 group	
put	 their	 teaching	 planning	 into	 action	 by	 taking	 over	 the	
teaching	 of	 classes	 ranging	 from	Primary	 1	 to	 6.	 	 Needless	 to	
say,	 each	 group	 faced	 their	 challenges	 (acquiring	 resources,	
overcoming	 language	 barriers	 and	 keeping	 their	 energy	 up	
throughout	a	long	day	of	hard	work)	but	they	finished	the	week	
with	 smiles	 on	 their	 faces	 and	 much	 appreciation	 from	 the	
school.		

After	 a	 tough	 week,	 we	 spent	 the	 last	 two	 days	 of	 the	 trip	
experiencing	 some	 of	 the	 highlights	 of	 Chiang	 Mai:	 we	
experienced	 life	as	a	mahout	 (elephant	trainer),	 learnt	how	to	
cook	Thai	cuisine	and	shopped	at	the	bustling	night	market.	

The	 trip	 was	 a	 genuine	 learning	 experience	 for	 everyone	
involved.	 	 From	 learning	 to	 sleep	 and	 live	 in	 more	 rugged	
conditions,	 to	 working	 out	 how	 to	 teach	 large	 groups	 of	
excitable	students	who	spoke	minimal	English,	the	experiences	
have	certainly	enabled	the	students	at	ACS	to	grow	individually	
and	as	a	team,	problem-solve	and	to	step	out	of	their	comfort	
zones!	

Ms	Ceri	Sinnett	
(English	Teacher	and	trip	leader)	
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Bali	CAS	Trip	
30	 of	 us	 embarked	 on	 a	 CAS	 trip	 to	 Bali.	 Initially,	 we	 all	 had	
mixed	 emotions	 as	 we	 were	 not	 too	 sure	 of	 what	 to	 expect.	
However,	all	our	anxiety	turned	to	excitement	the	moment	we	
were	warmly	greeted	by	the	villagers	of	Les	in	Bali.	

On	 the	 very	 first	 day	 of	 our	 trip,	
we	met	the	village	head	and	other	
villagers	 to	 exchange	 gifts.	 	 We	
were	 given	 traditional	 sarongs	 as	
a	 welcome	 gift	 –	 after	 learning	
how	to	tie	them,	most	of	us	wore	
them	 throughout	 the	 trip.	
Everywhere	 we	 went,	 we	 were	
greeted	 with	 broad	 smiles;	 the	
villagers’	 hospitality	 was	 truly	
heartwarming.	 The	 elementary	
school	 children	 made	 our	 trip	 all	
the	more	memorable.	We	played	
football	 and	badminton	 together,	
and	 they	 in	 turn	 taught	 us	 their	
traditional	 games	 which	 we	

thoroughly	 enjoyed.	 We	 enjoyed	 a	 movie	 night	 with	 the	
villagers	–	and	everyone	had	a	great	time!	

We	 spent	 two	 days	 rennovating	 a	 computer	 centre	 for	 the	
children.	 We	 had	 all	 worked	 hard	 to	 raise	 funds	 in	 order	 to	
build	 the	 computer	 centre,	 and	 it	 was	 so	 satisfying	 to	 see	 it	
coming	together.	Since	it	was	the	first	time	all	of	us	helped	out	
in	the	construction	work,	we	all	found	it	a	gruelling	experience.	
None	 of	 us	 were	 used	 to	 the	 strenuous	 job.	 Through	 this	
experience,	 we	 developed	 more	 respect	 and	 felt	 a	 sense	 of	
gratitude	towards	the	 labourers	who	toil	under	the	hot	sun	to	
build	our	comfortable	city	and	homes.		

During	 the	 trip,	 we	 also	 learned	 about	 the	 sea	 communities.	
These	 people	 have	 an	 important	 role	 in	 conservation	 of	 the	
marine	environment,	because	their	work	affects	us	all.	We	got	
to	 participate	 in	 some	 of	 these	 conservation	 efforts	 through	
preparing	 coral	 plugs	 for	 coral	 reef	 restoration,	 and	 a	marine	
debris	survey.	

After	 all	 that	 hard	 work,	 we	 got	 to	 explore	 the	 breathtaking	
beauty	of	Les	village	which	was	a	real	treat.	 I	am	glad	that	we	
embarked	 on	 this	 journey	 and	 got	 to	 not	 only	 serve	 the	
community	but	also	learn	more	about	their	culture.	As	cliché	as	
it	may	sound,	we	had	so	much	 fun	that	 the	eight	days	passed	
by	in	the	blink	of	an	eye.	It	was	a	truly	fulfilling	and	memorable	
learning	journey.		

Vaishnavee	P.	(5	TCT)	
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Darren	Loh	Cup	V	
This	year’s	DLC	was	held	in	support	of	the	Rainbow	Centre,	and	
was	 run	 by	 volunteers	 from	 CKS	 house.	 We	 saw	 the	 biggest	
alumni	turnout	to	date,	with	many	returning	from	as	far	afield	
as	the	UK,	USA	and	New	Zealand.	We	would	like	to	thank	all	24	
teams	 that	 participated	 and	 contributed	 towards	 this	 CKS	
charity	fundraising	event.	We	would	also	like	to	thank	our	other	
guest	teams	from	SJI	International	Staff,	Singapore	Cricket	Club	
and	ACS	PXG.	

The	 event	 would	 not	 have	 been	 a	 success	 without	 the	
continued	 support	 of	Mr	David	 Loh	 and	Mrs	 Angela	 Loh.	 This	
year’s	 event	 was	 jointly	 sponsored	 by	 –	 Kosnica	 (Premium	
Gelato,	Waffles	&	Cake),	 Samsui	 Supplies	&	 Services,	 Founder	
Bak	Kut	Teh,	 JP	Pepperdine,	Mr	Brian	Kwan,	Mr	Aroy	Tan,	Mr	
Willie	Ng,	Mdm	Chin	Siew	Lin,	and	our		PSP.	

Thanks	 also	 to	 all	
CKS	 staff	 and	
students	who	were	
in	school	from	8am	
until	 6pm	 on	 the	
day	 itself,	 helping	
to	 manage	 the	
event	 made	 sure	
that	 the	day	was	a	
successful	 one.	 In	
particular,	 Ariel	

Loh	and	Abigail	Ng	worked	hard	 to	plan,	execute	and	manage	
the	 event.	Without	 their	 hard	 work,	 the	 day	 would	 not	 have	
run	as	smoothly	as	it	had.	

About	Rainbow	Centre,	Singapore	
Rainbow	Centre	Singapore	is	a	not-for-profit	Organisation	 that	
serves	 children	 and	 young	 people	 with	 a	 diverse	 range	 of	
moderate	 to	 severe	 developmental	 special	 needs,	 including	
autism,	 physical,	 visual	 and/or	 hearing	 disabilities;	 many	 of	
these	 children	 have	 multiple	 disabilities.	 Founded	 in	 1992,	
Rainbow	 Centre	 currently	 runs	 two	 Special	 Education	 (SPED)	
schools	 for	 students	 aged	 7-18	 years	 old	 and	 two	 Early	
Intervention	Programme	(EIP)	centres	for	children	2	months	to	
6	years	old,	at	two	campuses	-	Margaret	Drive	and	Yishun	Park.	
Rainbow	 Centre	 also	 trains	 special	 education	 teachers	 and	
caregivers,	 and	 provides	 consultancy	 services	 for	 others	
working	 with	 children	 with	 special	 needs	 through	 Rainbow	
Centre	Training	&	Consultancy.	Rainbow	Centre	 is	a	registered	
charity	 with	 the	 Registry	 of	 Societies	 and	 an	 Institution	 of	 a	
Public	Character	under	the	Charities	Act.			

About	the	Building	Project	
Rainbow	Centre	Singapore	is	fundraising	for	an	extension	at	its	
Margaret	Drive	 campus	 to	 increase	 its	 capacity	 to	 serve	more	
children.	The	new	purpose-built	 facility	will	 serve	350	children	
aged	 6	 years	 and	 below	 in	 early	 intervention,	 and	 will	 also	
support	130	students	aged	7-18	years	in	its	school	programme	
as	well	as	a	new	Special	Student	Care	Centre	for	50	students.		

The	new	extension	will	also	house	a	training	academy	to	train	
social	service	professionals,	parents,	caregivers	and	volunteers.	
The	building	project	is	estimated	to	cost	a	total	of	$17	million,	
and	the	cost	is	supported	in	part	by	the	Government.	Rainbow	
Centre	 needs	 to	 raise	 about	 $6.5	million	 towards	 the	 project,	
am	aims	to	complete	the	extension	in	2017.	

Learn	more	about	Rainbow	Centre	at	www.rainbowcentre.org.sg.	

Results:	
U19	–	Big	Ballers	4	vs	Armstrong	0	
Open	–	Daddies	FC	2	vs	Singapore	Cricket	Club	1	
Mixed	–	Teachers	1	vs	Kappacino	0	

U19	Best	Goalkeeper	–	Big	Baller’s	Tarquin	Loh	(3TKK)	
U19	 Top	 Scorer	 –	 Tristin	 Galistan	 (guest	 player	 from	 ACS	
Barker)		
U19	Best	Player	–	Jeremy	Ong	(guest	player	from	ACS	Barker)	
Open	Best	Goalkeeper	–	Daddies	FC’s	Joseph	Jun	(guest	player)	
Open	 Top	 Scorer	 –	 Daddies	 FC’s	 Jab	 Yongsanguanchai	 (IGCSE	
class	of	2016)	
Open	Best	Player	–	Daddies	FC’s	King	Yao	(guest	player)	
Mixed	Best	Goalkeeper	–	Teachers’	Mr	Rajan	
Mixed	Top	Scorer	–	Thots	Utd’s	Ryan	Lee	(5Thoburn)	
Mixed	Best	Player	–	Teachers’	Ms	Gemma	Adderley	

Thank	you	again	to	all	participants	and	volunteers.	See	you	all	
next	year	for	DLC	VI!	

The	CKS	DLC	team	

http://www.rainbowcentre.org.sg/
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UPCOMING	EVENTS	

Barrett	Music	Competition	2017	
To	 raise	 the	 bar	 for	 music	 excellence	 this	 year,	 we	 celebrate	
two	new	categories	for	this	year’s	Barrett	Music	competition.		

Categories	

A. All	 Western	 Musical	 Instruments	 (Including	 Classical
Vocal	Style)

B. All	 Ethnic	 Musical	 Instruments	 (Bansuri,	 Pipa,
Guzheng,	World	Vocal	etc.)

C. Original	 Music	 Composition	 (for	 Voices,	 Ensemble,
Piano	duet	etc.)

Top	performers	 in	each	category	will	walk	away	with	a	 trophy	
and	 $200.		 The	 2nd	 and	 3rd	 prize	 recipients	 will	 receive	 a	
trophy	each.	

Competition	Schedule	

Registration	 22	May	to	31	July	2017	
(General	Office)	

Preliminary	Selection	 14	to	16	August,	3pm	to	5pm	
(MS	201)	

Site	Rehearsal	for	Finalists	 22	August,	3pm	to	5pm	
(Oldham	Chapel)	

Finals	 28	August,	4pm	to	5:30pm	
(Oldham	Chapel)	

Registration	forms	are	available	at	the	General	Office.	For	more	
information	please	look	for	Mrs.	Arleen	Tan	or	Mr.	Philip	Tan.		
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