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Sketchnoting

Sketchnoting is 
creating a 
personal visual 
story as one is 
listening to a 
speaker or 
reading a text.



https://www.jetpens.com/blog/Sketchnotes-A-Guide-to-Visual-Note-Taking/pt/892



https://www.pinterest.com/pin/417497827932776983/



https://nextgencurriculumdesign.wordpress.com/2014/05/07/sketchnote-development-of-the-atomic-theory/



ACS (International) IBDP since 2007

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
(IBDP) is an academically challenging and balanced 

two-year curriculum, primarily aimed at 

students aged 16 to 19. 

It leads to a qualification that is widely recognised by 
leading universities across the globe.



What is the IBO?

The International Baccalaureate® aims 
to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to create 
a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and 
respect.

(from the IBO Mission Statement)



The IB Learner 
Profile… 

• inquirers 
•knowledgeable 
•thinkers 
•communicators 
•principled
•open-minded
•caring 
•risk-takers 
•balanced
•reflective 

Source: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/presentations/1506-presentation-whatyouneedtoknow-en.pdf



• The active participation of the 
learner IB learners strive to be: 
Inquirers … Communicators … 
Risk-takers …

• The personal responsibility of the 
learner IB learners strive to be: 
Thinkers … Knowledgeable … 
Balanced … Reflective …

• The moral development of the 
learner IB learners strive to be: 
Principled … Caring … Open-minded 
… They are encouraged to act with 
integrity and honesty

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://bipolar-stanscroniclesandnarritive.blogspot.com/2009/12/los-angeles-times-pharmaceutical.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


University Admissions Officers (2015) 
A scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is ‘does not develop the quality well’ at all and 5 is ‘develops it extremely well.’

Source: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/acs-ibsca-uni-admissions-officer-report.pdf



“Diploma Programme students are well 
rounded, multifaceted, multi-skilled and 
have studied in depth. They have good 
time-management skills. They score
higher than students in other national 
systems, and the IB score is worldwide 
the same measure.”

Hrilina Lock, undergraduate admissions manager, 
London School of Economics, UK



“Our experience is that IB diploma graduates are 
incredibly well prepared for university success. 
The program’s international flavour, academic 
rigour and emphasis on inquiry based learning 
means that IB Diploma students enter university 
with a global outlook, an excellent work ethic and 
the critical thinking skills to ensure they achieve.”

Margaret Fairman,
director, Office of Prospective Students and Scholarships, University of 
Queensland, Australia



What is in the IBDP curriculum?
The curriculum 

contains SIX 

subject groups 

together with a 

coremade up 

of three separate 

parts. 



What are the three
core requirements?

✔ Extended Essay

✔ Theory of Knowledge

✔ Creativity, Activity, 
Service

UNIQUE



Subject Choices in addition to the Core

Students choose 6 subjects – one from 
each group.

3 are studied at Higher Level.

3 are studied at Standard Level.



Subject choices with university courses in mind



Differences between 
Higher & Standard Levels 

Number of hours allocated to teaching
• Higher Level - 240 hours
• Standard Level - 150 hours 

Depth of knowledge/skills expected

Assessment:
• e.g. History – HL: 3 papers (5 hrs) for written exam;

• SL: 2 papers (2.5 hrs)



Assessments
• Final examinations - in Oct/Nov (Year 6)
• Internal assessments – mostly completed by Y6 Term 3; assessed 

by teachers + externally moderated by IB
• Oct/November (Year 5)- Languages:Chinese B, Malay B, Tamil B

• Each of the 6 subjects is awarded a final grade of 1 – 7 points (so 
a possible 42) 

• Candidates may receive up to 3 bonus points for their TOK & EE.
• This gives an absolute maximum of 45 points.

• A Diploma is awarded for minimum of 24 points.



COURSE WORK (Internal and External)

- an important element in all Groups: independent 
research-based report

oral work in languages
fieldwork in geography
laboratory work in the sciences
investigations in mathematics
artistic performances
portfolio (the arts)
exhibition (TOK, Visual Arts)
essays



Academic Integrity
The IB expects Diploma Programme candidates to exercise academic 
integrity in all of their work, which includes acknowledging any sources 
used within an assignment.

The IB General Regulations:

Diploma Programme defines malpractice as behaviour that results in, or 
may result in, the candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair 
advantage in one or more assessment components.

Consequences of malpractice:
NO grade in the subject concerned or NO DIPLOMA awarded

Source: www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/academic-honesty-ib-en.pdf



Play to win the game 
Study IBDP to …….



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under C BY-SA-NC

“What’s in your toolbox?”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.flickr.com/12888132@N03/5931855835
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://freepngimg.com/png/72547-thinking-photography-question-mark-man-stock
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Keys to Success: ACS

• Aspirations + Attitude (to 
learning)

• Competence + Commitment

• Self Management + 
Sustainability



Reflection Point #1

1. What was the most 
surprising and/or 
unexpected idea 
expressed in the 
presentation?

1. What idea(s) struck 
you as things you 
could or should put into 
practice?



IBDP Results 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Pass Rate % 96 98 96 99.4 97 99.4 100

Score  40 & above 10% 18% 22% 21% 19% 21% 49.7

Top Score (45) 45 45 44 45 45 45 (2) 45 (8)

ACS Average 34.8 35.4 36 36.1 36 36 39.25

World Average 31 29.2 29.8 29.7 29.7 29.81 32.37

% Above World Av 83 83 85 90 91 92.3 97.6

Bilingual Dip. 26% 29% 33% 27% 28% 28%
25.75%



Results Summary for N21 100% passing rate

167 Diploma Candidates

8 candidates 45 points 4.79%

17 candidates 44 points 10.18%

21 candidates 43 points 12.60%

83 candidates 40pts and above 49.70%

N21 Average Scores (167 candidates)

Bilingual Diploma 43 candidates 25.75%

Number of diploma awarded 100% Passing rate

Global Average 32.37

Asia-Pacific Average 37.02

ACS (Intl) Average 39.25





Our 
Alumni are 
in the Top 
100 Unis.





Reflection point #2

3. What example or illustration 
cited in today’s presentation 
could you relate to the most?

4. What idea expressed in 
today’s presentation strongly 
affected or influenced your 
personal opinions or 
viewpoints relating to IBDP?



DSA -Direct Admission to IBDP 
The qualification for DSA is: 

● minimum of 2 A + 2 B + 2 C grades in 
Prelims

● minimum of a C in English/ESOL, Mathematics 
and at least one Science 

● Good academic, attendance and behavioural 
records 



Direct Admission to IBDP (DSA)

Timeline:
Prelim results 
DSA meeting
DSA offer letter in September
Accept DSA offer 
Start IBDP in Jan 2023 (before IG results)



Non DSA -entry to IBDP (IGCSE results)

• a minimum of 3 As and 3 Bs in IGCSE to qualify 

• The 3 As and 3 Bs must be in a combination that leads 
to three Higher Level subjects, and three Standard 
Level subjects (minimum of A grade for HL subject)

● Students’ academic and behavioural records 
● Acceptance onto the IBDP is also dependent on there 

being an appropriate subject package available for 
them with respect to their academic history. 



Subject Option Exercise 
• The decision of placement of students into subjects is 

determined by the school.

• 3 Higher Level (HL) subjects (A) and 3  Standard Level 
(SL) subjects

• IGCSE ESOL students must get a minimum of A grade to take English 
Language & Literature A (SL only). 

• Ab Initio language -only for those with NO formal instruction in it [or less than 
2 years]

• Languages, and The Arts and Humanities subjects offered in Group 6 are 
subject to sufficient numbers.

• Decisions in relation to not running subjects with low numbers, may 
be made in January after IGCSE results have been released

The final



Reflection point #3

5. What do you think was 
the most important point or 
concept communicated 
during today’s 
presentation?

6. For you, what questions 
remain unanswered about 
today’s topic?


