
Higher Education and Careers
Mrs Rita Kaur





Higher Education and Careers
• Find out more on different occupations
• Find out more about different education systems
• Find out more about universities in the world and the courses offered
• Help with application to different countries in the world
• University visit trips annually
• Summer Programs during the School break
• Talks on different courses, recognition etc – Termly
• Open Houses for Singapore universities
• Subject combinations for IGCSE and IB Diploma
• Organize different university visits/career talks in school



• Bridge U – online portal for additional support – information on universities, application 
preparation, management of process 

• University talks/events in school (Term 1- Term 4) – on going

• Job shadowing – March, June, September, Nov/December

• Year 6 workshops on writing personal statement and essay for university applications – May 15 to 18

• Saturday, July 15 – University Application Seminar for Y6 students

• One on one consultation with HE department – on going

• NS students – have on-going consultation during their 2 years away

Higher Education & Careers - higheredu_acsintl





PG of our students:

• all the evidence of the candidate’s work [coursework, tests, EOY exam, prelim, SA]

• the teacher’s knowledge of the IB standards – EOY exam, Prelim, class tests – IB 
questions/standards

=> what candidate is capable of achieving & motivation to perform to their best

• IBO does not publish worldwide statistics relating to accuracy of teacher prediction; no 
access to PGs nor specific IB grades of other schools for comparison
[Statistical Bulletin for each Exam session –world average mean grade of cohort]

Predicted Grades & IB Grades
Only for those applying before their results in Jan







• The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2023 list the 
best global universities and are the only international university 
performance tables to judge world class universities across all of 
their core mission - teaching, research, knowledge transfer and 
international outlook.











Most Popular Top Universities 

World Ranking 
(2023) University No. of Students 

(2017 – 2021)
19 National University of Singapore  111
36 Nanyang Technological University 52
34 The University of Melbourne 38
22 University College London   26
35 King's College London 22
44 Monash University 14
72 The University of New South Wales 13
54 The University of Sydney 12

37 The London School of Econs and Political Sci  11
29 The University of Edinburgh   11
40 University of British Columbia 11
10 Imperial College London  9



Our Students in Top 30 Universities (2017 – 2021)

Rank University Number of students
1 University of Oxford 2
3 University of Cambridge   2

10 Imperial College London  9
14 University of Pennsylvania   1
18 University of Toronto   3
19 National University of Singapore  111
21 University of California, Los Angeles   3
22 University College London   26
24 New York University   2
26 University of Washington   2
29 The University of Edinburgh   11

Source: The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2023
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Boston University King’s College, UOL European UniversitiesYale-NUS

University of Warwick UCL Law and LNATUBC

Fordham University RCSI US Colleges

University visits in school – Presentations

SCAD



Mini Mock Interviews (MMI) in school for all 
Medicine Applicants



Personal Statement and Essay Writing Workshop 
(21-25 July 2017)



University Application Information Session 
2017 (29 July 2017)









"As an aspiring engineer, job shadowing has allowed 
me to have a taste of my future. It was an eye-opening 
experience that fills my holiday with joy and adventure. 
I would like to do it twice if I can."

Andy Ferdinand (6THO)
"Offshore Construction Specialists (OCS)"

"I benefitted from the job shadowing
program in many, many ways. In addition to
acquiring some basic technical knowledge in
automation, I also learned about the
challenges and obstacles that await me in the
future. This unique experience had further
consolidated my intention to pursue a career
in engineering and I can’t wait to graduate!"

Antony Yang Tzu Hsien (6OLD)
"Terasaki Electric Co (F.E.) Pte Ltd" 









One to One consultation**
University 
Advising 
Sessions



Decision

Country/State

• Education System

• Course

• Financial aid/Scholarship

• Housing

• Student support    

• Internship/work  



USA: Selection Process

•Academic record  
•Test results
•Letters of recommendation
•Extra-curricular Activities
•Essays
•Leadership 

•Universities take a HOLISTIC approach to selecting students



UK: Application Process

www.ucas.com

Online application opens in August

Only one application per year : choose up to 4/5 universities/courses
One choice: £22.50
Two to five choices: £27

Deferment for up to one year – you will not be able to apply in the following year if 
you are already holding on to an offer

UCAS deadline – 25 January/30 June (except for Oxbridge, medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary medicine/science)

http://www.ucas.com/




UK: Application Process

Personal Statement

What to say 

Why you have chosen the course

What interest you about your chosen subject

What are your career/ future plans

Work experience, placement or voluntary work

Your social, sports or leisure interests



UK: Admissions Test

BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) –
www.bmat.org.uk

UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) –
www.ukcat.ac.uk

Law National Admission Test (LNAT) –
www.lnat.ac.uk

http://www.bmat.org.uk/
http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/


Recognition List

Singapore recognition by professional bodies for 
courses such as medicine, law, engineering etc.

Medicine – www.smc.gov.sg

Law – www.lawsociety.org.sg/ble

Engineering – www.peb.gov.sg

http://www.smc.gov.sg/
http://www.lawsociety.org.sg/ble
http://www.peb.gov.sg/


Male students: National Service

• Apply to the local universities – defer for 2 years
• 2 application windows available 



National Service

• Time: 24 months
•ORD: Operationally Ready Date 

(End of NS)
• Students enlisting next year will only be able to enter 

university in 2026.



NS

Apply in Jan 2024– Singapore Universities – actual grades

Apply in 2024 - August – UK, USA and Australia 

Application– defer for more than a year – must inform 
University – case-by-case basis

OR
Apply in 2025 for 2026 – direct entry



University Application
• One to one university advising – Year 6
• Follow strictly university deadlines
• Before leaving school – must have approached two 

teachers for recommendations/references
• Make sure all the certificates are collected and certified













1. Higher Education Fair 2023
Monday, April 3 – 3.00 pm – 5.00pm

2. Personal Statement Writing Workshop
May 15 - 18

@ 3.15 pm – 4.45 pm
Take note** 

3. University Application Talk
Saturday, July 15 @ 8.15 am to 2.00 pm

(receive a comprehensive booklet**)

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE








