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Dear Students, Parents and Friends,

As we conclude the academic year, congratulations to all our students for successfully completing 
2025!

This year has been filled with excitement and growth as we embraced a range of enriching 
activities and experiences. As we wrapped up the academic year, it was wonderful to see 

students across all year groups engage in exciting camps that brought learning to life through 
hands-on experiences. 

Our Year 1 students enjoyed day camps around Singapore, where they gained new skills and built 
camaraderie. Year 2, Year 3, and FIB/Pre-IB students ventured further afield, exploring Rawa, 

Telunas, and Bintan. Each group participated in a variety of outdoor activities, ranging from hiking 
and snorkelling to team-building challenges. These camps offered a unique, experience based 
approach to learning, allowing students to connect with nature, develop resilience, and create 
lasting memories with their peers. I hope that all students enjoyed this fantastic way to finish the 
end of the year.

Another highlight of 2025 was our international trips which were eagerly anticipated by students, 
staff and parents alike. Throughout the year, our students have journeyed to remarkable 
destinations, including The Hague, Japan, Bali, USA, Mongolia, Vietnam, Indonesia and Australia. 
Our Orchestra will soon be travelling to the Czech Republic and Germany to perform in a variety 
of locations including Prague, Dresden, Berlin and Hamburg. Heartfelt thanks to all staff    
members who organised, led, and supported these trips, enhancing our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ learning and                  
personal development.

To our graduates and those moving on from ACS (International), we wish you every success in 
your future endeavours. Many of our Year 6 graduates are heading to university or National 
Service, and we hold them in our thoughts as they embark on these new journeys. We hope they 
will carry forward the values and ACS spirit instilled in them during their time here. For students 

returning next year, may you have a refreshing break, make the most of your time off, and return 
with excitement for 2026.

This is also a time to recognise and express our deep appreciation for our Academic and Support 
staff who have worked with dedication and commitment throughout the year. We are grateful 
for all they have accomplished and for their unwavering support for our students. We wish them 
a restful and well-deserved break.

Our Parent School Partners (PSP) have also contributed immensely this year, actively 
participating in key school events and organising activities for our parent community. Their 
generous volunteer efforts have provided memorable experiences for our students, and we 
extend our heartfelt thanks to each of them for their incredible service throughout the year.

We give thanks for the blessings of this year and continue to look to God for wisdom and 
guidance as we continue to serve ACS (International) in 2026.

To God Be The Glory!  
The Best Is Yet To Be!

Gavin Kinch
Principal

November 2025
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HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

US Applications: What Really Matters
Thinking about studying in the United States? In our latest podcast 
episode, Brandon and Gurmisha speak with Ms San Lee, Associate 
Director, International admissions & Recruitment, University of California, 
Davis, about the realities of applying to U.S. universities and preparing for 
student life abroad.

Ms San shares candid insights on the most common mistakes students 
make during the application process, what distinguishes successful 
applicants, and what to watch out for. Beyond applications, she also 
discusses how students can get ready for life in the US, from 
understanding what American universities truly value to navigating 
cultural differences between Singapore and the US.

Expect practical advice, honest reflections, and tips on adapting to both 
social and academic life abroad. Whether ȅƻǳΩǊŜ just starting your 
research or finalising your applications, this episode is packed with 
valuable guidance for future US-bound students.

Listen now on YouTube and Spotify
Catch short reels on TikTok [@academic.ally] 
and Instagram [@academically.podcast]

UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Event

17 Nov
 ς 

4 Jan
 2026

School Holidays

December
2025

Event

17 IB Results Release

January
2026

Event

5 & 6 

Staff Only Days

New Student Orientation

7

First day of school for students

IB (DSA) Orientation

15

IGCSE Results Release

CCA Fair (Online)

16 IB Enrolment for non-DSA

17
Singapore Cultural Orientation Outing 
(International students)

21 CCA Signups close

26 CCAs begin

28
Meet the Tutor Night 
(Year 1 parents, 5pm ς 6pm)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2025 House Standings

Academic Cup
Joint 2nd ς THO, LSG
1st ς CKS

Overall Standings
3rd ς TCT
2nd ς CKS
1st ς THO

House Cup Champion 2025 ς THO

Sports Cup
3rd ς CKS 
2nd ς TCT
1st ς THO

Arts & Interest Cup
3rd ς CKS
2nd ς THO
1st ς TCT

https://www.youtube.com/@Academic-Allyy
https://open.spotify.com/show/3QaH9AyeWnBRB2Xp5beywE?si=c5245b3531084324
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As shared by the sponsor, EDN, the number of participants from secondary schools across Singapore has grown to nearly 500 this year. We 
are proud to share that our five participants achieved commendable placings in the competition.

No. Name of Participants Class Category

Lower Secondary

1 Mia Rae Yi Stroobant-Paquet 1 CKS GOLD

2 Zayden Dutt Haque (Zayden) 1 TCT GOLD

3 Christian Arihant Greuter 2 TKK GOLD

4 Natasha Nasya Gandhi 2 LSG SILVER

Upper Secondary

1 Dhiren Singh 3 TKK SILVER

One of our participants, Mia Rae Yi Stroobant-Paquet          
(1 CKS), achieved an impressive 13th place in the Lower 
Secondary category. Congratulations to Mia on this 
commendable accomplishment!

Mia has shared her heartfelt reflection on this experience:
ά²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ this story was an emotional journey for me. It 
made me realise how important it is to talk about pain 
and seek help when we are struggling. Through this story, 
I wanted to show that even in the darkest moments, there 
is still hope and kindness in the world. This piece also 
reminded me to appreciate the people who truly care for 
usτteachers or friends who notice when something is 
wrong. Winning 13th place means a lot to me because it 
shows that sharing emotional stories can touch ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 
hearts and make a difference.έ

Cikgu Chin & Cikgu Goh

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜǾŜƭ aŀƭŀȅ 9ǎǎŀȅ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ άt9b! 9a!{έ
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Paul Hoang Business Management Workshop
On 1 November, the Business Department of ACS (International) proudly 
organised and hosted an engaging and insightful Business Management 
Workshop facilitated by renowned IB author and examiner Mr Paul Hoang.

The workshop brought together 21 participants from leading international 
schools across Singapore and Malaysia, including Dulwich College Singapore, 
Chatsworth International School, Marlborough College Malaysia, German 
European School Singapore, Hwa Chong International, Overseas Family School, 
Canadian International School Singapore, and One World International School.

The day began with a morning session on Extended Essay subject-specific 
guidance, where Mr Hoang shared strategies and insights to strengthen the 
supervision and academic rigour of the IB Business Management Extended Essay. 
After a lunch break and transfer to Bettr Coffee, participants took part in an 
industry visit and Paper 3 Case Study workshop, connecting real-world business 
operations to the current Paper 3.

The workshop successfully fostered staff professional development, encouraged 
community engagement, and strengthened academic collaboration among IB 
educators. It also built lasting connections between IB schools across the region. 
The participants expressed great appreciation for the well-organised and 
enriching experience, praising both the relevance of the content and the 
engaging delivery.
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Over eight weeks from 25 September to 11 November, every Tuesday and Thursday was 
designated as a Study Night. During this period, our Year 4 and Year 6 students were 
treated to Parent School Partners (PSP)-sponsored dinners and desserts at the school 
canteen before returning to the library to prepare for their IGCSE and IB examinations. 

Behind this marathon of effort that went into the Library Study Snacks Corner and the 
series of Study Nights τ where students were served a thoughtfully curated selection of 
healthy and delicious meals τ was a team of dedicated and faithful parents from the 
school, Librarian Ms Kanmany and her team, as well as HVMC ministry staff and 
members. Together, they tirelessly volunteered their time and energy to make Study 

Nights a wholesome and energising experience for our students. At each Study Night, a 
small team of parents from our school stood ready to serve with radiant smiles and 
cheerful hearts. HVMC Ministry Staff Mr Aaron Ho and Ms Sue-Anne Wu, accompanied 
by members of the HVMC congregation and, occasionally, the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Parents Prayer 
Group, were present to mingle with students, pray for them, and offer timely words           

of encouragement.

On one particular evening, I had the pleasure of meeting Christopher, a kind and friendly 
member of HVMC. Dressed casually, Christopher walked around the canteen with his 
insulated cooler bag filled with ice cream cones, gently encouraging some of the shy 
students to enjoy his cool treats. Smiles were aplenty that evening. It was a joy to see 
every student who turned up for the evening enjoying their meal and chatting with 
friends between mouthfuls of food before heading back to the library for a renewed 
round of revision. To our Year 4 and Year 6 students, we wish you all the very best for 
your IGCSE and IB examinations!

Study Nights 2025 is made possible through the concerted efforts of the various 
stakeholders of ACS (International). Thank you to the parents and staff of ACS 

(International), and to the ministry staff and members of HVMC, for your unceasing love 
and support for our students!

Joy Sim (PSP Exco)

Volunteering at Study Nights Ω25 has been such a fun experience! After finishing their study 
sessions in the library, we got to serve meals to our hardworking Year 4 and Year 6 students in 

the canteen. It was always a joy to see them enjoy their food and recharge after a long day. 
Being part of this lively community of parents and staff makes it even more enjoyable, and I 

was thrilled to contribute in my own small (but tasty!) way.

Mika Yoshinari (Parent of Year 1 Shusei Yoshinari)

Our Study Nights is a platform for students to share their anxieties on upcoming exams. During 
the dinner break, they are able to relax over different kinds of food served.  When the menu is 

preferred, there seem to be more students registering and they will show up earlier. Wishing all 

Y4 and Y6 students well and all the best for their exams!

Anonymous parent 

It was truly an honour to be among the first parent volunteers taking part in the Study Nights 

organized by the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ PSP. The event was filled with warmth, care, and encouragement for 

our students as they approach their final exams. The students had a chance to relax and 
recharge amidst their busy study schedules. Staff members from the church and the school 

joined the students during dinner. They listened to the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ thoughts and feelings during 
this final stretch before exams, offering support and understanding to help ease their stress. As 

the evening came to a close, we were reminded once again of the power of community and 

care τ how every little gesture can make a difference in a ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ journey. Finally, we wish 
all graduating students the very best in their upcoming exams. May you shine with confidence 

and perform at your best. Your future is bright τ the best is yet to be! 

Tania Teng (Parent of Year 4 Li Teng Yi)

The love and care from the PSP, HVMC, the teachers and library staff simply shone through the 
Study Nights with joyful smiles, piping hot dinners and never-ending snacks. I am grateful for 

the opportunity, together with Aaron, the PPG and members from HVMC, to share light-
hearted conversations and encouragement from our Heavenly Father.

Sue-Anne Wu (Lay Ministry Staff of HVMC)

Seniors and year fours taking a break from their examination preparations to table-fellowship 

with one another, appreciating the food lovingly provided by the Parents School Partners 
during the recent study nights; joining the students, the parents and the HVMC staff and 

members was a blessing; interacting and sharing with them was to me, a heaven on earth 

moment to treasure.

Christopher Loo (HVMC member)

Study Nights: A Season of Support for Our Year 4s & Year 6s
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Visit to FaithActs 
On 3, 7, and 28 October, the 15th Student Ambassadors and a few other student 
volunteers visited FaithActs as part of our post-Choice To Run activity. These 
visiting sessions helped us to learn more about our beneficiary for this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Choice To Run and the children we supported.
On our first visit, which coincided with /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Day, we organised fun and 
creative activities, including an origami-making session for the kids. During our 
second and third visits, we helped them with their homework and test 
preparation. We also had charades and other group activities. There was a lot of 
laughter throughout all three sessions, and it was heart-warming to see everyone 
having so much fun.

These visits have reminded us of the importance of giving our time and 
supporting our younger generation. The 15th Student Ambassadors would like to 
thank FaithActs for making us feel so welcome and allowing us to be a part of 
their programmes. We truly enjoyed every visit and look forward to more 
opportunities to serve together in the future.
Aoi Hasegawa (5 CKS)

On behalf of the 15th Student Ambassadors. 

From one of our student volunteers:

During my volunteering experience at FaithActs, I helped to tutor children in Mathematics 
and Science. My main role was to guide them through their schoolwork and help them 
understand basic concepts interactively. Through this experience, I learnt how to 
communicate ideas more clearly and patiently, especially when explaining challenging 
topics. I also learnt each child has their own pace of learning, so I needed to adjust my 
teaching style accordingly. I felt happy to see the students become more confident in 
solving problems on their own. This experience strengthened my sense of responsibility and 
empathy, and it has motivated me to continue contributing to the community through 
education. 

Chen Anqi (5 GHK)
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On 30 October, we visited the Lee Kong Chian Reference Library, 
located in the National Library Building. The purpose of the visit was 
to learn the effective way to access appropriate and relevant 
academic sources for our IAs and EEs. 

Off to the library we go!

At the library, we learnt how to access the various types of resources 
the library held, other than just books. One of the most interesting 
resources were the microfilms, which was a record of newspapers 
from the 1800s to 1940s in the form of a film. We were able to learn 
how the microfilms could be read using the reader, which was a 
unique experience for us that we had never seen before.

Learning how to use microfilm and microfiche

So many books on so many shelves!

After that, we learnt about the various software tools that the NLB 
provided. These included eResources, NewspaperSG, Archives Online 
and more. We also learnt how to effectively narrow down the pool   
of the resources using key words, publication dates and the 
availability of the resources. These techniques greatly helped us to 
learn how to filter out important and needed resources from a vast 
range of information.

Learning how to access online resources

We ended the visit with a fun activity, where we had to each find a 
book related to our History IAs using the NLB software, then find the 
actual book in the Lee Kong Chian Reference Library using the code 
that the software gave and take a photo with it. The experience was 
engaging and beneficial, as we experienced both a vintage way of 
storing information and a digital way to narrow down resources to 
help us identify the relevant ones. I will now be able to collect the 
correct information from the right sources easily and conveniently.

Sung Geonwoo (5 LSG)

Year 5 IB History Class Excursion

Seek and ye shall find!
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Thimun Singapore
From 27 to 31 October, our delegation from ACS όLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭύΩǎ Envoy 
Club was invited to take part in The Hague International Model United 
Nations (THIMUN) Singapore 2025, as the delegates of Finland and 
Indonesia. Over the five days of council, our delegates, together with 
students from around the world, came together to debate, collaborate, 
and find solutions to some of ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ most pressing issues.

Afia Gupta (5 TCT) was appointed as the head chair of the Disarmament 
and International Security Committee, Tetsushi Aoyama chaired 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council and Jayden Christian Budiman 
chaired the Sustainable Development Commission, alongside me as I 
chaired the Human Rights Council. Everyone did an incredible job 
leading their committees τ from managing intense debates to 
encouraging quieter delegates to step up and share their policies. We 
guided delegates as they discussed topics from rights to education to 
pressing military concerns such as the situation in the Taiwan Strait. 

We also had seven delegates representing Finland and Indonesia across 
various committees. They debated fearlessly, collaborated effectively, 
and showed immense dedication throughout the conference. From 
drafting resolutions to defending their policies, they truly embodied the 
spirit of THIMUN and made our school proud. It was amazing to see 
delegates approach such complex issues with empathy, creativity, and 
confidence. Watching them interact with this ȅŜŀǊǎΩ theme, Impact of 
AI on humanity, was truly a pleasure.

THIMUN Singapore was an unforgettable experience of growth, 
friendship, and unforgettable memories. Our socials at the Singapore 
Zoo courtesy of the THIMUN Foundation gave us the opportunity to 
form new connections with fellow students across the world, from 
India to Taiwan to Saudi Arabia, it was amazing to meet so many new 
people and diversify our knowledge and understanding. Whether 
chairing or debating, each of us walked away with new perspectives, 
stronger confidence, and a deeper appreciation for what diplomacy 
really means.

Simran Rakesh (3TKK), Afia Gupta (5TCT) 
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Celebrating Birthdays, Building Memories: 
A Year of Joy at Oldham Hall
Birthdays are always special, a reminder that each of us is valued, 
loved, and part of a community that cares. At Oldham Hall, these 
celebrations have become a much-anticipated tradition each term, 
bringing together boarders and staff in a spirit of joy and 
togetherness. Throughout the four terms this year, our boarding 
community came together to celebrate the birthdays of all our 
boarders τ not just as individuals, but as members of one big family 
away from home. Each ǘŜǊƳΩǎ celebration was thoughtfully planned to 
ensure that everyone felt included and appreciated. From delicious 
food to laughter-filled get-together sessions, every celebration 
reflected the warmth and camaraderie that defined life in Oldham 
Hall. More than just food, these gatherings offered precious moments 
for boarders to relax, bond, and create happy memories together. For 
many, it was a comforting reminder of family celebrations back home. 
For others, it was a chance to share in the joy of friendship, to be 
surrounded by peers and staff who genuinely cared.

As we look back on this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ four terms of celebrations, these 
moments of connection remind us that Oldham Hall is more than just 
a place to stay τ it is truly a home away from home.

To all our boarders, we wish you a year ahead filled with happiness, 
growth, and new adventures. And to our caring boarding hall staff, 
thank you for making each birthday a memory to treasure. 

Mdm Chin Siew Lin & Mdm Goh Wei Li
International Students Coordinators
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Final PPG meeting for 2025
On 8 November, the Parents Prayer Group (PPG) held 
its last meeting for the year. This was a Thanksgiving 
& Worship service, where praying mums, Praying 
dads, Christian & Lay Ministry staff and the Chaplain 
from Holland Village Methodist Church (HVMC) came 
together to give glory and thanks to Jesus for His 
continued goodness and faithfulness in all of our lives 
during the course of this year. 

The worship session was wonderful and the presence 
of the Lord was mightily felt. The message given by 
Rev Jeremy Ong of HVMC was a timely reminder for 
each of us, that we must make time for prayer, 
regardless of how busy our lives get. Rev Ong 
highlighted that prayer was not just for the sake of 
lifting up our petitions to our Heavenly Father but to 
have that time of intimacy and fellowship with Him. 
Rev Ong stressed that even during our times of 
brokenness and feelings of inadequacy, the Spirit of 
God will indeed take over and intercede for us, as he 
reminded all present from Romans 8:26: Ψ²Ŝ do not 
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be ǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΩ.

Rev Ong helped us realise that /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ love for us is 
unquenchable as compared to love in general and His 
love is more than enough to take us through life. A 
time of fellowship then followed, which was a chance 
for all of us to catch up with and minister to one 
another. We were all so blessed!

We warmly welcome all parents to join us for our first 
2026 PPG meeting on Thursday 8 January, 2026.

Dilpreet Singh
PPG όtŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ Prayer Group) 
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This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ camps once again took ACS (International) 

students beyond the walls of the classroom and into the 
great outdoors τ places filled with challenge, laughter,        
and unforgettable experiences. From urban adventures in 
Singapore to island escapes in Malaysia and Indonesia, each 
camp offered its own taste of excitement and learning.

The Year 1 students kicked things off locally, diving into a 
series of hands-on activities that tested both teamwork and 
courage. From the high ropes to raft-building, they tackled 
every task with enthusiasm and energy. Hydrodash made its 
debut this year and instantly became a crowd favourite τ 
equal parts chaos and fun. It was the perfect introduction to 
camp life and set the tone for the adventures that lie ahead.

Year 2 headed to Rawa Island τ often described as the 
άaŀƭŘƛǾŜǎ of aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀέ τ where clear waters and soft sands 
became their classroom. Students trekked to stunning 
viewpoints, snorkelled with colourful marine life, and tried 
their hand at cultural art. Between the outdoor fun and island 
living, the Year 2 students discovered a deeper sense of 
independence and adventure that will stay with them long 
after camp.

Over in Indonesia, the Year 3 students immersed themselves 
in the rugged beauty of Telunas. With no Wi-Fi and no 
modern distractions, they threw themselves into jungle treks, 
beach activities, and cultural exchanges. A highlight was 
visiting the local village, where students used their newly 
learned Malay phrases to connect with the community τ a 
small but meaningful window into another way of life. It was 
a camp that reminded everyone how much growth can come 
from stepping outside ƻƴŜΩǎ comfort zone.

Meanwhile, the PIB/FIB group journeyed to Bintan, where a 
packed schedule of water sports, height challenges, and 
cultural learning kept them on their toes. From kayaking 
through mangroves to scaling climbing walls and coconut 
trees, every activity tested their teamwork and resilience. 
Along the way, they gained a new appreciation for local 
culture and the value of pushing past limits.

Of course, camp life ƛǎƴΩǘ just about the activities τ ƛǘΩǎ also 
about sharing rooms, surviving without phones, and learning 
to live alongside friends for a few days. There were laughs, 
late-night chats, and plenty of lessons about patience, 
teamwork, and independence.

Watching the students rise to each challenge, support one 
another, and make memories that will last well beyond this 
year reminded us exactly why these camps matter. Each 
student walked away a little more confident, a little more 
capable, and a lot more connected.

IŜǊŜΩǎ to the adventures of 2025 τ and to whatever 
challenges await in 2026.

Mr Dominic Marwood

Camps Coordinator

Launch of the ACS (International) 
Medical Society (ACSINT.MedSoc)
We are excited to announce the launch of the ACS International Medical 
Society! ACSINT.MedSoc is a completely student-led society, founded by 
Nishya Subash Prabu (5 LSG) and Clayton Oliver Wibowo (4 GHK). MedSoc is 
a collaborative and dynamic space for students passionate about medicine, 
healthcare, biomedical research and Science, technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM).

MedSoc aims to inspire and empower aspiring medical professionals                
by providing opportunities to explore the world of medicine beyond               
the classroom. Through guest speaker events, workshops, and research 
activities, members will develop leadership skills, deepen their 
understanding of healthcare, and gain valuable insights into medical careers 
and ethics in modern medicine. Planned initiatives include bi-yearly guest 
speaker sessions with doctors and ACS alumni, case study discussions and 
field visits to hospitals and universities. 

I am also proud to announce the launch of the Red Cross Chapter under the 
Medical Society. The Medical Society will be working in partnership with Red 
Cross Youth Chapters to hold humanitarian service events within and outside 
of our school as well as workshops that include First aid training and more!. 

Whether ȅƻǳΩǊŜ certain about a future in medicine or simply curious about 
the field, this is your opportunity to explore and learn.

Sign up now to join the ACSINT.MedSoc and help shape the future of 
medicine at ACS International!

 Sign up here: https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA

Nishya Subash Prabu (5 LSG) 

EOY CAMPS

https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA
https://forms.gle/tN9qT4N1iR6iwMcHA


NEWSLETTER | November 2025

BBB

12

Year 1 End of Year Camp
The Year 1 camp was a mix of good humour, unwinding and forming deeper bonds with our friends. It 
also taught us a valuable lesson about personal development. Being open-minded was one of the most 
important lessons that we learnt. We need to face challenges with an open mind since that makes us 
learn to take risks and not feel discouraged if we cannot do the challenges, and that we should be open 
minded to understand that not everyone is of the same standard. 

I (Zoe) felt really discouraged, especially during high elements on the third day of camp, as my friends 
were all mostly ahead of me and went through the course without any struggles. I stopped halfway 
across the course and told one of my friends I could not continue when I saw the next part of the route. 
She told me it was all in my head and to just not think about the fact that I'm suspended in the air. In the 
end I made it to the end of the course and was very proud of myself. 

While the entire camp was fun, my overall favourite activity was archery as being able to do that with my 
friends made it a lot more enjoyable. A learning point from camp was that winning and losing did not 
really matter in the end. I feel that this made us to be more principled in taking accountability for any 
rules broken, as well as any mess that happened during the game even if we did not create it. 

I (Seng Ho) was inspired to move beyond my comfort zone by being in a new setting with some people I 
do not usually interact with. I was able to accept different opinions, pay attention to new concepts, and 
value viewpoints that differed from my own. It made me more flexible and curious, and I realised that 
open-mindedness is a skill that can be transferred to many areas of life. For example, in school it can 
help me understand different perspectives during discussions in class and allows new ideas to be found 
which will help me create stronger ideas.

Communication was another important lesson learnt. I began to understand the importance of clear 
communication and active listening, whether we were working together to solve problems, support one 
another, or strategising during games. I had the opportunity to resolve minor arguments, and from that 
forge closer bonds with people at camp. These skills are useful especially when we work in groups during 
lessons where we communicate our ideas clearly and respectfully.

The most challenging activity for me (Erie) was the catapult building. It taught me how to team up with 
different people and communicate effectively with my peers in order to create a functionable catapult. 
We also got different roles like leader, launcher, logistics thinker and game master to help organise our 
groups and leverage on each ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ strengths. The catapult activity transferred ά¢ŜŀƳ ²ƻǊƪέ into a 
physical activity, building up my communication skills and open-mindedness. We had to combine these 
skills to cope with different perspectives in the construction of the catapult and the quality of our 
teamwork was seen in the ability of our catapult to hit the furthest target. This was my favourite activity, 
and the skills acquired can definitely be applied to real life situations in school.

The Year 1 Camp has been the best memory we have had in Year 1 as it has allowed us to acquire 
valuable life skills that allow us to become better students in class.

Contributions from Erie Hui (1GHK), Chian Seng Ho (1SVM) and Zoe Israel (1TCT)
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Year 2 End of Year Camp
The Year 2 End Of Year (EOY) Camp to Rawa Island 
in Malaysia was one of the most exciting 
experiences ever! We explored the island, tried new 
activities, and spent time with our friends in such a 
beautiful place.

Rawa Island offers so many fun things to do, such as 
snorkelling. The water there is crystal clear, and you 
can see colourful fish, corals, and other amazing sea 
creatures just below the surface. I even saw a baby 
shark for the first time! We also spotted moray eels, 
clownfish, and sea urchins. Before snorkelling, we 
listened to a very interesting presentation about 
different types of hard corals so we could identify 
them in the water.

Another fun (but tiring!) activity was hiking. The trail 
was surrounded by lush greenery, and when you 
reached the top, you were rewarded with a 
breathtaking view of the ocean. If you were lucky, 
you may even spot one of the two albino         
peacocks that roam around the island! Sharing 
dorms and getting to know one another better was 
also a highlight of the trip. We shared stories, 
laughed late into the night, and made jokes at the 
dining tableτmemories we will never forget. It was 
so much fun bonding with classmates, camp 
instructors, and teachers.

We also enjoyed painting, jetty jumping, and beach 
games. These activities helped us explore our 
creativity and overcome challenges while having 
lots of fun together.
Overall, our Rawa Island trip was unforgettable! We 
learned new things, saw incredible wildlife, and 
made memories that will last forever. We ŎŀƴΩǘ wait 
for our next adventure!

Emily Wang and Hailey Kandiawan (both of 2 GHK)
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Year 3 End of Year Camp
The three days spent at camp at Telunas in Indonesia were filled with adventure, excitement, 
and teamwork. Exploring the jungle, ocean, and local villages with my schoolmates was both 
rewarding and eye-opening.

On Jungle Day, we trekked about 5 kilometres through mud and tall grass in the dense jungle to 
reach a beautiful waterfall. The hike was tough and tiring, but jumping into the cool, refreshing 
water with our friends made it all worth it. Along the way, we cheered one another on and 
made sure everyone was doing okay. Jumping off a large boulder at the waterfall helped us face 
our fears and grow stronger both physically and mentally, with the support of our friends and 

teachers. Through this experience, I learnt how important it is to support and encourage one 
another, and I think we all showed great perseverance throughout the hike.

Ocean Day gave us many opportunities to step out of our comfort zones, making it a day to 
remember. We worked together to build rafts, which helped us bond and taught us how to 

communicate and cooperate better. During deck jumping, just like at the waterfall, some of us 
were nervous about taking the leap. But with everyone cheering and encouraging them, they 
found the courage to do it. Seeing this reminded us how much we care for one another and 
how powerful encouragement can be. Later, we kayaked near the mangroves, which required 
teamwork and coordination with our partners to move efficiently. It also reminded us to look 

out for others and make sure everyone made it safely to the end. We also visited a local village 
and spent time at a primary school. We learned to play the kompang, joined the children in 
games that included sack racing, badminton, and volleyball, and handed out ACS merchandise 
as a token of friendship. Although we spoke different languagesτEnglish and Bahasa Indonesia 
τwe were still able to connect through smiles, high fives, and laughter. Later, we visited a 

fisherman who shared about his livelihood, which helped us understand more about the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ resilience and way of life. This visit made us realise that true connection ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
always require wordsτit comes from the willingness to reach out and understand others. We 
also really appreciated the time without our smartphones. It gave us the chance to enjoy each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ company without distractionsτwhether it was bonding over games, playing volleyball 
or football by the beach, fishing, catching tiny crabs along the shore, or simply chatting and 
watching the sunset together by the front deck. These simple moments made us feel closer to 
our friends and reminded us how meaningful real interactions can be.

On the last night, we gathered around a bonfire to reflect on our experiences and celebrate the 
best campers from each group who demonstrated the IGNITE values throughout the camp.

Group A: Zhao Yuanpeng & Chloe Seow (both of 3 SVM)
Group B: Alyssa Quah (3 OLD) & Sung-Huan Chien (3 LSG)
Group C: Aarav Prakash (3 TKK) & Zachary Ong (3 TCT)

The best campers were rewarded with a special souvenir from the Telunas island shop 
as a keepsake of their experience. Afterwards, we roasted marshmallows and had a 
dance party by the beach. It was a joyful and heart-warming way to end the camp. As 
we boarded the ferry back to Singapore, we felt a little sad to leave because we had 
such an amazing time togetherτbut ǘƘŀǘΩǎ also what made the memories so special.

A big thank you to all the teachers who accompanied us 
throughout the camp, joined us in every activity, checked on 
us during our free time, and conducted nightly curfew 
checks to make sure everyone was safe, healthy, and well-
rested for the next ŘŀȅΩǎ adventures. We are grateful for 
their care, guidance, and encouragement throughout the 
trip. Telunas was truly an unforgettable experience that 
taught us about courage, teamwork, and the importance                     
of friendship.

Luke Lim (3 CKS) and Joanna Christy (3 OLD)
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FIB and PIB End of Year Camp
From 4 to 7 November, the students of the Foundation-IB and Pre-IB classes went for a trip to 
Bintan island in Indonesia for their End of Year Camp. Throughout the trip, the students 
participated in a wide range of activities including, but not limited to, skywalking, rock 
climbing, flying fox, coconut tree climbing, boomnet, and kayaking. These activities enabled 
the students to make new friends from other classes that they normally would now interact 
with, and deepen their existing friendships. 

On the day we arrived in Bintan, the students were introduced to a variety of activities such as 
skywalk, flying fox, and rock climbing. In the skywalk, students were allowed to experience the 
feeling of a controlled fall from a height of 10 metres. In the activity flying fox, students 
ziplined, also from a height of 10 metres, into a pool of sea water. Rock climbing allowed the 
students to challenge their own endurance. Throughout the activities, the students supported 
their fellow classmates, cheering them on and providing encouragement, deepening their 
bonds. On the second day, students took buses to visit a mangrove tree plantation and a farm. 
At the mangrove tree plantation, students learnt the importance of mangroves for combating 
climate change and how they provide oxygen for the atmosphere. After this, students were 
allowed to plant mangrove trees themselves, in order to truly appreciate the ǘǊŜŜǎΩ 
importance. Through this activity, many students were able to understand the importance of 
how small actions in sufficient quantities can make a difference over time. 

On the last day, students participated in water activities in the morning, including kayaking 
and boomnet. In boomnet, the students jumped from a boat out into the sea, and this was an 

especially exciting experience for many of them as they had to face their fears of jumping into 
the water from a high place. After this activity, the students were taken to the next location for 
another fun activity, kayaking. This year, the students kayaked from the shore to a smaller 
island, before navigating through the narrow waterways of the smaller ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ interior. As the 
morning of the last day came to a close, the students returned to shore to participate in dry 

activities, including coconut climbing and outdoor cooking. This was another interesting 
activity as many students had not experienced cooking outdoors before. After the last activity 
drew to a close, and dinner ended, the students gathered around the campfire and danced to 
music, roasted marshmallows, and in general, just enjoyed themselves.  

This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ EOY Camp allowed me to experience many things that I would not normally have experienced on a trip to a foreign country, such as planting 

mangrove trees, learning more about the local people, and perhaps most embarrassingly, confronting my fear of heights. I have been afraid of heights 
for over a year now and this trip was an opportunity for me to confront that fear head on. Through activities such as skywalk, rock climbing, and 
coconut tree climbing, I also managed to take the first steps in tackling my fear of heights. 

In conclusion, this EOY Camp has allowed the students participating in it to experience many new things they have not experienced before, resulting 

in much fun and excitement as a result, while creating many unforgettable memories.

Chris Walter Yan (4 THO)
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