ACS (INTERNATIONAL) NEWSLETTER

DearStudents,Parentsand Friends,

Celebrating20 Yearsof ACSInternational)

As ACS(International) marks its 20" anniversary,we reflect on a journey shaped by vision,
tenacity,and a commitmentto excellence Fromits foundingin 2005 the schoolsetout to offer

an international education rooted in strong values, blending academic achievement with

character development Two decades on, that mission remains steadfast, and the ACS
(International) community continues to thrive, embracing change while staying true to its

Methodistheritage

Academicexcellencecombinedwith holistic developmentin a Christiancontext has been the

cornerstoneof this journey. Our studentshaveconsistentlydemonstratedoutstandingresultsin

the International Baccalaureat€IB) DiplomaProgrammegarningplacesat someof the g 2 NI
top universities But beyond gradesand accolades ACS(International) has soughtto cultivate
thinkers,innovators,and leaders,individualswho not only excelin their fieldsbut alsoapproach
the world with integrity, purpose and a compassionfor humanity. Education here extends
beyondthe classroomgchallengingstudentsto growintellectually,socially and morally.

Equally important has been our dedication to service, both locally and globally ACS
(International) hasalwaysbelievedin learningthrough action, and over the years,our students
have engagedin meaningful projects that have left a lasting impact Whether supporting
vulnerablecommunitiesin Singaporegcontributingto the developmentof regionalcharities,or

championingsustainabilityinitiatives, our schoolhasfostered a spirit of responsibilityand care

Theseexperiencesshape our studentsinto citizensof the world, aware of their privileges,
mindful of their responsibilitiesand equippedto makea difference

The support of our Methodist family has been integral to this journey. Our partnershipwith
Holland Village Methodist Churchand other Methodist organisationshas provided spiritual
guidanceand a moral foundation that strengthensthe a O K 2s2riseé@fgpurpose Throughthis
connection,studentsare encouragedo lead with humility, serve with generosity,and remain
groundedin valuesthat will guidethem beyondtheir yearsat ACSInternational)

As we celebrate this milestone, we look forward with a renewed sense of purpose and
excitementfor the future. The pasttwenty yearshave shapeda schoolthat valuesexcellence,
service,and character,and we remain committed to building on this strong foundation The
world is evolving,and ACS(International) will continue to innovate, adapt, and inspire future
generationsof studentsto be thoughtful leadersand compassionatglobalcitizens

Toour students,staff, parents,alumni,and community partners,thank you for beingpart of this
journey. Yourdedication,passionand belief in our missionhasmadeACSInternational)what it
is today. Aswe look ahead,we do sowith gratitude for the pastand excitementfor whatis yet
to come

Happy20™" AnniversaryACYInternational)! TheBestls YetToBe!

GavinKinch
Principal
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Ori entation TheOrientationendedwith a welcomespeechfrom the Principal,

) Mr GavinKinchand prayerled by ChurchMinistry Staff AaronHo.
On3 January2025 ACS(International) welcomed230new 1o grand finale was a vibrant celebration, accompaniedby

studentswith an exciting Orientation Thismemorableday jngjvidual group cheer performancesthat resonated with the
markedthe start of anew chapterin their lives,andthe 20" o, -itementas the new students bonded with their new friends
StudentCounciwashonouredto be a part of their initiation Thestudentspresentedtheir danceto the songd 2 $ @INBThis
to the school ¢ 2 3 S (i HgSliyHEirgthe friends madethroughout the day. We
are very gratefulfor S @ S NB gnyay éidgsupport throughout
the event and wish all new studentsall the best asthey begina
new chapterof their liveshereat ACSInternational)!

Our theme, Galactic Wars, encouraged teamwork and
collaborationamongthe orientees,with a dayfilled with fun
gamesand activities The day kicked off with an electric N
atmospherein the chapel,with a briefing and introduction ~ SaloniSinha(6 SVM)
to the new students The new studentsthen split up into &
their Orientation Groups(OGs)and got to know eachother
by playing engaging icebreakers like H20 and Double
Whacko Each Orientation Group was led by three
hardworking and energetic Orientation Group leaders
Together,they madetheir way through the line-up of games
rangingfrom, RedLight GreenLightin the chapelto Force
CupLazerMazein the canteen Therewas cheerfulbuzzall
over the schoolasthe OGsmovedonto playtheir first mass
game, the ScavengemHunt The afternoon was filled with
laughter as the new studentsbonded over an array of wet
and dry games From HungryHippo, Capturethe Holocron,
and our ACS (International) tradition of Soapy Bench,
everyoneworkedtogetherto help their team comeout first
in the game
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Inter-HouseChineseNew YearDecorationCompetition

Thisyear,the 8 HousescelebratedLunarNew Y earwith a twist. We took part in a competitionthat doesnot carry any housepoint, and yet,

everysingletutor groupgavetheir best

Thewinnerswere
Year6: LSG
Years: Thoburn
Year4: Oldham
Year3: GHK
Year2: CKS

Yearl: CKS EliotSmith(3LSG)

Thinkingback on the Lunar New Yearboard competition, we
recall our tutor group coming together as one, all ready to
contribute to the boardmaking We delegatedtasks with some
making origami oranges,and others sticking things onto the
board We had lots of fun planningfor the competition aswe
really enjoy doing craftsand handson activities It wasa great
experiencethat tested our creativity and our artistic abilities,
and it felt amazingto win after all the work we had put into
planning and actually creating the board We are thankful
to Ms NadiahKarinaand Mr TeoTeeWeifor helpingour tutor
group brainstorm some ideas for the competition, and
Mrs Kerry Lakhanifor overseeing5 ¢ K 2 0 dbNardreking
on the competition dayitself. Lastly we are thankful to the rest
of our tutor group who enthusiasticallycontributed to the
board and helpedto put it together. We look forward to next
& S | dedpatition.

AmandalLimé& KyldaTan(5 THO)

Lookingback,this competition wasone of the mostenjoyableexperienced. Qiéidasthe aestheticsrepresentative Thechallenge
of decipheringthe hint madethe eventevenmore exciting,and | wasthrilled when my guessabout Snakesind Laddergurned out
to be correct Seeingny classmatesometogether, collaboratingwith more enthusiasnthan ever,wastruly inspiring Despiteour
bestefforts, we R A Rwin® but that Q what madeit a greatlearningexperience CompetitionA & jo€ about victory, A (iaBoiit
creativity ,teamwork,and havingfun. In the end, | congratulatedmy goodfriend from GHKknowingthat suchfriendly eventsareto
pullhousego be closertogether. Truejoy doesnot comejust from winningbut enjoyingthe momentsof workingtowardsit.

Being part of the organisingcommittee for the Inter-House Lunar New Year
Decoration Competition 2025 was a rewarding experiencethat allowed me to

developcrucial skillssuchas event planning,teamwork, and leadership With the

rest of the committee, | was involved in managingthe event, setting the judging
criteria, ensuringsmooth communication,and overseeingvariousother aspectsto

ensurethe S @ S $ut@ss

| am deeply grateful to Yan Sek, Marek, and Kenneth for being part of the
organisingcommittee and for their dedicationand hard work. Their commitment
andteamworkwere crucialin bringingthe eventto life, and | truly appreciatedthe
opportunity to work alongsidehem.

One of the most rewarding parts of this experiencewas witnessingthe creativity
andenthusiasmeachhouseshowcasedhroughtheir decorations It wasfulfilling to
seehow our competition fostered housespirit and cultural appreciationwithin our
schoolcommunity:

DevandRanjithMenon(5 OLD)
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Reflections on Visit to Chinatown

Before ChineseNew Year (CNY)the students On 22 January,the Year1l G2 Chineseclasswent on an exciting field trip to

learning Chineseas a foreign languagehad the Chinatown,an arearich in culture and history. The Chinesedepartmentorganisechis

opportunity to go to Chinatown During this outing to enhanceour understandingof Chinesetraditions and gave us engaging
time, we were ableto try the deliciousChinese  assignmentso complete During our visit, we explored various stores that offered

delicaciesand to interview people who were decorations for ChineseNew Year, including inverted Fu posters, couplets, and
shopping and selling goods in Chinatown Chineseknots We alsovisitedunique shopsthat soldtraditional Chinesefoods,each
Throughthis activity, we found out the reasons  with its own cultural significance One exampleof a food we encounteredwasd

that they went to Chinatownand the unique X @hichtranslatesto & & S0 NbEE & (i daket &

aspectsof the area Overall,it wasan extremely
interesting and thoughtful experience that
helpedusgetinsightinto CNY"

Our taskwasto explore Chinatownto learn more about ChineseNew Yearculture.
We had to find three examplesof Chinesefoods and understand their cultural
significance While we were in the decoration shops,we had to find examplesof
JacotChristopheBudiman(4 SVM) Chinese New Year couplet phrases and their meanings Additionally, we were
requiredto usea polite greetingin Chineseo interactwith avendor. Wealsoneeded
to find aluckycharmor item and explainwhy it wasconsidereducky. Lastly,we had
During our trip to Chinatown, we completed to try asnackor drink that wasconnectedio ChineseNew Yeartraditions."
tasks from our worksheet while immersing
ourselvesin the Chineseculture. One highlight
was interacting with vendors, where we
practiced Mandarin phrasessuch as ?
(Whatis this?) and ? (How muchis
this?) These conversations improved our
speakingskills and helped us understand the
culture there. Another task was trying
traditional foods, suchas dumplings( ) and
rice cakes ( ), while learning about their
cultural significance Dumplings symbolise
wealth, andrice cakesrepresentprogress

CelyneBeverlyKhiezi(1 OLD)

We also noted and studied Chinesecouplets
such as a € (Wishing you wealth and
prosperity) and a ¢ (Wishing you
abundance every year) The trip gave us a
deeper appreciation of the Chinese culture!

NathanAlexandroTjhe(5 SVM)

vounse
BANATA S
Vil
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Chinese Calligraphy Activities

ChineseCalligraphys an art form that combinesvisualartsandthe interpretation of literary meaning Henceit is intriguingwhen Mr Pan
teachesthe studentsmany different waysof writing the word snakein Chinesecharacters He explainshow these differencesreflect

different stylesand periods

On 4 February2025 the IGCSEChineseSecondLanguageand ChineseForeign
Languageclassesattended a specialCalligraphylessonin celebrationof Chinese
New Year The calligraphy teacher Mr Pan demonstrated how to write the

characterswhich evolvesaroundthe theme of the Yearof the Snake In addition,

Mr Panalsotaught us howto write our Chinesenamesin proper strokesequences
Eventuallyall of us managedto write out something,be it a New Yearblessingor

writing the word Snakein Chinesecharacter We found the lessonsvery different

and interesting,with many practice sessionsWe also learnt more about Chinese
NewYearculturefrom the lesson

WongWeiJie(3 OLD)and ChoiSeongwor(3 GHK)

Takinga Chinesecalligraphyclasswas an eye-opening
experience | learnt that A (ir@#just about writing
charactersbut about mastering brush strokes with
patience and precision At first, it was difficult to
control the brush, but with practice, | began to
appreciate the beauty and meaning behind each
stroke The class deepened my understanding of
Chineseculture.

Forexamplewhentrying to write a Chinesecalligraphy
characteryou haveto apply just the right amount of
pressureto not waste the ink and destroythe paper.
The difficulty is also heightened by the fact that
Chinesecalligraphy emphasisesfluidity and balance,
and each stroke's thickness, curvature, and spacing
mustbe carefullycontrolled Evensmallvariationscan
changethe aestheticof the character"

WuYiJia(3 TKK)
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LunarNew YearHighTea

On5 Februarythe International StudentCommittee (ISChand the Parent
SchoolPartners(PSP)ollaboratedto organisethe annual ChineseNew
YearHighTeafor international students Thefun-filled occasionincluded
fantasticbondinggames,delicioustraditional snacks,and even hongbaos
filled with chocolatecoins Towrapup the celebration everyonetook part
in LoHer a lively prosperitytossthat symbolisesa year of good fortune
ahead! This event was the perfect opportunity for new international
studentsto get accustomedto form friendshipsand get accustomedto
their environment Seeyou at nexté S I IN2aeNew YearHighTea!

JayderChristianBudiman(5 SVM)

N\ i -

ing: If ai
erseer, he d;
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Student Reflections on Chinese New Year Celebrations

On24 Januarywe celebratedChineseNew Y earwith performances
prepared by students from around the world. From Chinese
a U dzR Ssinging,zatwalk by 2 SVM, and the captivating
performanceof ACJeanst wastruly heart-warmingto seestudents
collaboratingto producea successfuperformancethat haspaid off
their hardwork anddedication My team comprisedY ear4 to Year6
Koreanstudents,performingDaechwitalb 4 ) andFighting( =|=

— N ). Daechwita(b 4 ) showcasedhe traditional Korean
culture especiallypy incorporatingthe traditional Koreaninstrument
aY1 6l Sy@3sb dNlne performance,and Fighting( =

— I ) wasan upbeat piecethat motivated and energisecthe
students With the help of Ms Oh Eun Jeong,we produced a
satisfactory performance As most of us were not familiar with
dancing,we hadto practisehardto learnthe choreography Since
October 2024 we dedicatedtime to learn the danceand to find
waysto improvethe performance Year4 andY ear5 studentseven
met in Koreaduringthe winter holidaysto practiceandfinalisetheir
choreography We took videosof eachpracticeand watchedthem
to find out where we neededto improve With the help of the
teachersseniors,andour groupmatesteflections,we overcamethe
challengesand evenformed teamwork within and outside of our
year groups We would alsolike to thank the studentsandteachers
who were highly engaged and cheered for us during the
performance HappyChineseNew Y ear ACS!"

LeeYesed6 OLD)

Thisyear, the ChineseNew YearCelebrationfell on 24 January)eavingus with less
than three weeksto prepare In everysensewe surpasseaurselvesandbrought to
the audienceour best performance | would like to speciallymention CrystalHuang
who composedand performed her songat the finale, the ChineseCalligraphyCCA
for their out of comfort zone performanceand the string instruments for their
collaboration L Q pfoud of how the 2025 LNY celebration has concluded
brilliantly! This year, | was once again part of the event, along with
Crystal, Yulwonand Nathan, as the emceesfor the celebration Sincethis is our
secondyear working together, rapport andtrust had been built andwe couldwork
together more efficiently. Althoughthe preparationsand rehearsalswere tiring,
we put in our hundredpercenteffort to ensurea high quality performance Hearing
the cheersin the Sports Hall, L Qc¢dnfident that all the performers had been
acknowledged The spectatorswere enjoying the show below the stage,while we
were enjoying ourselves onstage! Many refreshing and talented skills were
demonstrated suchasd . A FAyrwiiéhEplayedGuzhengsanaccompanimenfor
the students,it waseye-opening!

When | finished my last line on stage,the applausethat camefrom the audience
brought affirmation. | appreciate every single person, teacher, student, and the
otherswho haveput forth their besteffort into this celebration”

LoCheukChun(4 THO)
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YuanXiaoFestival

TheYuanXiaoFestivalfalls on the 15th day of the ChineseNew Year,andit isa
day to eat yuan xiao, or more commonly known in Singaporeas tang yuan
Theseare round glutinousballsthat have been manufacturedand are available
in supermarketsthroughoutthe year,althoughin older days,we usedto make
them at home It is not difficult to make at all, but requires patience and
perhapssometender loving kindnessto roll them into perfect round shapes!
TheChinesebelievesin eatingthe tangyuanin evennumbersand thiswill bring
goodluckand unity within the family.

The tangyuan making sessionwas a very enriching and enjoyable experience
Beyondjust learninghow to preparethis traditional delicacywe gainedinsightinto
the skilland precisionrequiredin the processSometangyuanwere perfectlymade,
while some others did not turn out well as the filling was not rolled properly.
Furthermore, my group worked together to make our dumplings as quickly as
possible Besidesbeing a cultural lesson,the experiencealso strengthenedthe
friendshipswithin our class

Cheand.iam(5 OLD)

Making tang yuan for the first time was truly an eye-opening experience Every
ChineseNew Year,my family would gatherto enjoy this traditional treat, but | had
nevergivenmuchthoughtto the processof makingit. Fromkneadingthe doughto

carefullyrolling tiny balls, | soon realisedthat preparingthis well-known dessertis
far more involved than | had imagined The balanceof water, the texture of the

dough,andthe precisesizeof eachball all playa crucialrole in achievinghe perfect
tangyuan | discoveredhat patienceand consistencyarekeyt ensuringeachballis
the samesizeand rolling them into smooth, uniform shapes As | carefullymade
eachball, | beganto appreciatethe skill and attention to detail that went into

preparingthis belovedtreat. Finally,when the tang yuanwas ready to eat, it was
incrediblysatisfyingto taste the result of all the hard work. Thisexperiencenot only
deepened my understanding of Chineseculture but also gave me a greater
appreciationfor the effort and tradition behind makingtang yuan, makingit all the

more speciato enjoywith myfriendsandfamily.

MeredithTan (5 GHK)
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Thoburn and Oldham House Camp

The 2025 Oldham X ThoburnHousecamp collaborationthat took place
on 14 Februarywasa truly fruitful event Planningstartedearlyin 2025
and we could feel the weight on our shoulders | was thrilled to be
chosenasa mainorganiser Forthe past4 years,| alwayslookedforward
to HouseCampwith excitementand anticipation Hence,my hope is to
instil that same notion into the hearts of every Oldhamand Thoburn
student The planningprocesswas vigorous,yet gritty at times Initial
meetingswere awkward, with the eight of us beingunfamiliarwith one
another. Butovertime, the ice beganto break,aswarmth and cohesion
among us beganto develop The one constantamongstthe planning
processwasa lot of meetings Lunchesand Tuesdayf sleepingin had
to be sacrificedbut suchwasthe costof our duty.

On the actual day, our powers of improvisationwere tested Halfway
through the schedule the lightning alert had gone off, to our dismay

Our handswere forced, and severalmonths of planninghad seemingly
goneout the window. However,we still had a few tricksup our sleeves,
and the end productwas an astoundingsuccesslf diamondsare made
under pressure then this HouseCampmightjust be aruby.

Seeingour hard work pay off was a fulfilling experience Organisinghis
HouseCampequippedme with skillsl will carryinto everyprojectl do in
the future; it hasintroduced me to new friends, and provided me with
countlesscherishedmemories

ChanYanSek(5 THO)

The Oldham X Thoburn HouseCampwas plannedextensivelyby Ernie,
YanSek,PasqualePevang Amanda,Kazuki,Kevinand I. We hoped to
bring the housesclosertogether through the Housecamp,and to help
Studentsorm bondsthat will lastevenafter the camp

Duringthe housecamp,Studentshadthe opportunity to playa variety of
new andfun gameswe prepared,suchasHumanCaterpillar Ringof Fire,
ProjectPicass@nd soon. Becauseof the scaleof the event,there were
times when confusionarises,and we had to run back and forth to
maintain coordination with the game masters and group leaders
Displayinggood problem solvingand thinking skills help us overcome
such roadblocks We had the opportunity to have a fun, mass Just
Dance where even the teachers joined! And to wrap it all up, we
had the opportunity to enjoy ourselvestogether with the housecamp
participants,to playwith water balloonsand water guns,whichgaveus a
splashinggoodtime.

Leastto say,it wasa blast an opportunity for the organiserdo growin,
andawonderfulhousecamp

CallyRiolaGozal5 OLD)

9

The house camp was good, with the gamesvery organisedand well-
prepared | liked Moving Caterpillarswhich involved passingchairsas we
moved forward. After the games,| was totally exhaustedbut we played
on with the water balloonsthat | havehelpedto fill up duringlunchbreak
It was very satisfyingwhen the balloonsburstasit hits my opponent And
the pizzawas exactlywhat | wanted | hope there are a lot of activities
comingup that involve Houses

JungEunho(1 OLD)

We began the House camp with some amazinggames such as Blind
Chicken,WhackyPool Noodle and BrokenTelephone My favouriteswas
Blind Chicken!Thisgamecanget very chaoticbut my partnerand | strived
through and communicatedwell, which led to our group earninga lot of
points from this. After the gamesat game stationsended, all the groups
gatheredat the SportsHallto do JustDance We sanganddancedalongand
| had the time of my life. We had our wet gamesscheduledand | had so
much fun. Thiswas my favourite activity throughout the day,aseveryone
was splashingeach other and throwing water balloons, with some mini
gamesincluded My friendsand| were dousingeachother with water.

It wasfinally dinnertime, after gettingwet and runningaround| wasreally
hungry. For dinner we got pizzawith a lot of different options aswell as
drinks Everyonestartedto eat food and sit around with their friends and
they all started sharingtheir experienceabouthousecamp At the end,we
all were givenkeychainswith both Thoburnand Oldhamemblemsand my
group had won the most points so we got big bottles of popcornswhich
tasted really good. Overall,| really liked housecampthis year and | hope
nextyearit will be justasfun.

ParmarVihanaNiraj (2 THO)
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TKKSupportof Refuged_earningNest

¢ Y Ychadity project focusedon refugee awarenessand support,
specificallyRefugee Learning Nest (RLN)) an Indonesiarbased
refugeelearningcentre for asylumseekersand refugee students
from aroundthe world, from ages6 to 18. We wantedto develop
a project that engagedour school in a range of community
activitiesthat were both fun and alsoraisedawareness; helping
to foster greaterinternationalmindednesswithin our community.
Ourwide-rangingactivitiesaimedto reacha largetargetaudience
throughsports,the arts,cinemaand food.

We beganwith an interactive muralin the StudentCentrewhere
students painted paper plates or wrote messagesof solidarity. -
With the large contributions of plate decorations,a patterned sea
of blue was createdto replicate the oceansthat refugeesoften
journey on. Asone of the juniors overseeingthe activity, it was
especially heartwarming to see the Year 1 and Year 2s
enthusiasticallyexpressthemselvesthrough art. It reminded me
how even smallactionscanunite manyin the questfor a greater
cause We alsoorganiseda bubble tea salekindly sponsoredby
Holland Village Methodist Church, a lunchtime basketball /A
tournament for seniors,and an after-school film screeningas
fundraising initiatives, with all proceedsgoing to The Refugee
LearningNest Thesecharity eventsreminded us that small efforts addedtogether can

make a real difference Thankyou to everyonewho participated and/or
' contributedto makethisinitiative a success!

TKKsuccessfullyaisedfunds and heightenedstudent awareness
inspiringindividualsto reflect on the strugglesfacedby refugees
and encouraginggreatercommunityinvolvement SimranRakesH3 TKK)

TKKHouseCamp2025

TheTKKHouseCamp,held on Februaryl5, wasan excitingand well-organisedevent for studentsfrom Yearl to Year5. Thecampaimedto
foster teamwork, leadership,and house spirit through a variety of engagingactivities Participantsenjoyedphysicaland mental challenges,
includingwet anddry gamessuchas/ I LJi Ballghd@Slipand SlideBowling,aswell asan amazinge scapeRoominspiredby our Housetutors,
all washeddown with deliciousfood from ShakeShack Theevent waswell planned,with budgetconsciousdecisionsensuringhigh-quality
activitieswithout overspending Organizinghe campcamewith challengesparticularlyin keepingstudentsengagedand ensuringsmooth
transitions Oneissuewasthe distanceof certaingamesfrom the main activity area Tomaintainenthusiasmmodificationswere introduced,
suchas adding water-basedelementsand friendly competition. Despitethese challengesseeingthe youngerstudentsexcited and actively
participatingmadeall the effort worthwhile. Thecampprovidedvaluablelessonsn leadershipcommunicationand teamwork Theorganisers
learnthow to managelarge groups,clearlyexplaingames,and makereaktime adjustmentsto improve engagementThroughthis experience,
participantshonedtheir problem-solvingskills,learnedto accommodatdifferent perspectivesand developedresilienceunderpressure

The TKKHouseCampwas a resoundingsuccessstrengtheningbondsamongstudentsand reinforcingthe importanceof collaboration The
event demonstrated the value of determination, adaptability, and teamwork in executing large-scale activities A heartfelt thankyou to
everyoneinvolvedin makingthe campa memorableexperience Thelessonslearned will serveas a foundation for even better eventsin
the future.
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Artistry/ / ! Tfx#o SebastiiddalgadoAMAZONIAt NationalMuseumof Singapore

TheArtistry CCAconsistsof a group of art enthusiastswho are alwayslookingfor Expansive, monumental, yet intimate in scope,
new perspectivesand fresh inspiration As the y' I (i A 8ldé€ @useum, the AMAZONIA captures a diverse landscape that is
National Museum of Singaporehas hosted many premier exhibitionsfrom around home to one-tenth of the LJt | y awa fora and
the world, and Sebastido{ I f 3 lwBRsth@exception On 11 February2025 the fauna species, inhabited by approximately 310,000
Artistry CCAvisited the National Museum of Singaporeto experienced { S 6 I dndligenodis people representing 169 distinct ethnic
Salgado! a! Lk bL! ¢ groupsand speakingat least 130 different languages

Thisexhibitionisatestamentto { I f 3 keRliafoato
Three isolated photographsof individuals from the Yanomamitribe, dressedin stirring the imagination and evokingawe, a powerful

traditional attire angl adornedwith face paint, lined the approachto the exhibition portrait of the vast, majestic,& dzy i 2 dzid K.$ RA
Shotin{ I t 3 kighatehigh-contrastblackand white, theseimagesmmediately the AmazonRainforest,and the myriad unique tribes
establisheda tone of intimacy and grandeur Entering the exhibition, we were who callit homet a rare, unfiltered glimpseinto the
enveloped by a compelling score by acclaimed French electronic music pioneer true beauty of the Amazon,and a world desperately
JeanMichelJarre Composedspecificallyfor this exhibition, the scoreincorporated needingprotection.

recordingsmadein the Amazonrainforest birdsong,the patter of rain, the rhythms

of traditional dance, all interwoven with electronic soundsand orchestralmusic AMAZONIAPhotographsy Sebastiddalgadd Exhibitiong
performed by the Philharmoniede Paris Thissoundscapeserved as a subtle yet NationalMuseumof Singapore

omnipresentguide, perfectly complementingthe 200 photographsthat form the
heartof AMAZONIA

Displayedin a semtidark gallery, with the only illumination emanatingfrom the
photographsthemselves the 200 largeformat prints, curated by { I £ 3 lwiRe2
LéliawanickSalgadoappeareduminous,asthoughlit by shaftsof light piercingthe
forest canopy Thispresentationfurther immersedus in the experience creatinga
breath-taking effect that drew us into { I f 3 IniRe2y@aé voyage through the
Amazon capturingthe majestyand raw power of the g 2 NJlaRy@strainforest The
S E K A 0 Aayohtnjm2ked a journey deep into the jungle Threadingour way
around photographssuspendedat varyingheights,we eventuallyarrived at models
of Ocas(traditional indigenoushousing) Along our journey, we were confronted
with serpentineriverswindingthrough seeminglyendlessforests, sheersidedrock
escarpmentsdisappearinginto the clouds, apocalypticcloud formations looming
over delicatetreetops, and the & C f & A WBH tN&uhique phenomenonof rising ]
water vapor forming streamsof moisture largerthan the AmazonRiveritself. The \""\y" [ |
journey was punctuated by two projection rooms. One showcasedscenesof the &' by
forestaccompaniedoy the symphonicpoemd 9 NRB AmazbnasDawnin a Tropical :
C 2 N®wBraziliancomposerHeitor VillaLobos(1887%1959. Theother displayed E,
portraits of Indigenous inhabitants, with music composed specifically for the |

exhibitionby BrazilianmusicianRodolfoStroeter. :

e

Finally,we reachedthe Ocas,which representedthe secondmajor componentof
the exhibition Here, Salgadodocumented,photographed,and interviewedleaders
of more than 10 tribes within the Amazon Thissectioncelebratedthe indigenous
people, presentingintimate portraits and vivid imagesof their daily life, alongside
filmswheretribal leaderssharedthe challengeghey faced
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THIMUN2025

Asour flight took off from Changairport on 25 January2025 there waslittle

that could have preparedus for the week ahead,one filled not just with

fruitful debate and impactful resolutions,but alsowith lifelong memories
and bittersweet goodbyes After a 27-hour journey, arriving in The Hague
broughtexcite mentandexhaustionmakingfor a quickeveningbeforewe all

collectivelycrashedout at the hotel. An early start welcomedus the next
morning, catchingthe train to Amsterdamto the Anne Frankhouse and
Rijksmuseuma renownedart museum,thoughthere would belittle time to

admire the art. Deputy SecretaryGeneralAryavBhesaniaand | hadto rush
off to student officer meetings,with Aryav overseeinga number of the

committees at the conference,while | had a role as a Pressdelegate,
reporting on the conferenceasa part of MUNITYAs Aryavand | beganour

work, the rest exploredthe Haguecity centre and visited the home of the

InternationalCourtof Justicg(ICJ)beforea heartydinnernearthe hotel.

Pilinginto the tram the next morning, anxiouslyawaitingour arrival at the
World Forum,we found ourselvesamongunfamiliar facesfrom all around
the globe, an intimidating yet impressive display of the scale of the
conference We found our rooms and began lobbying, representingour
delegation the Kingdomof Belgium,to the bestof our abilitiesaswe began
to compileresolutionsand sendthem off for approval As alliancesformed
andresolutionsweredrawn up, there wasequallyno restfor the pressaswe
scurriedabout committee rooms for coverageand interviews or continued
to publisharticles

Toendthe day,we andour new acquaintancesonvenedn the KingWilliam
Il hall, eagerlyawaiting the opening ceremony An impressiveflag parade
soonensued,accompaniecby commentarieson Artificial Intelligence(Al),in
line with the theme of this & S I ¢dlleience Following shortly was the
SecretaryD S y' S Nfedcitaiknowledginghe extent of | L élféctsin the
modernday, before openingthe conferencewith the crackof the gavel soon
swallowedby an uproarof applause
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The next 3 days flew by as lobbying escalatedinto heated
debate Resolutionswvere introduced, speechesvere delivered
to rally support for or againstthe solutions proposed and
amendmentswere submitted, fuelling disputes Article after
article was planned,drafted, and published,filing the MUNITY
website with vibrant coversand striking imagescapturingthe
cutthroat debates

Eachday, committee roomseruptedinto aflurry of chatterand
debate, punctuatedwith voting procedure,followed by groans
of disappointment or applause echoing through the World
Forum Soonthe final dayhadarrived,andasdelegate sdebated
on their last resolutions, placards were signed, Instagrams
exchangeda goodbyearticle from MUNIT Yivas postedand we
all said goodbyeto lifelong friends, mutually grateful to have
experiencedthe conference together. As the 3 | @ SfadR a
echoedthroughthe auditorium, this time to signifythe end, the
doors flew open to fill the auditorium with a spectacular
performance of drums and brass, giving the conference a
performanceworthy of heraldingits end.

Boardingthe plane home at AmsterdamSchipholAirport the

nextmorning, memoriesof THIMUNfreshin our mindsandthe

last conversationsbetween THIMUNbuddiesstill ongoing,we
left the Hague Therewas a mixture of sadnessand nostalgia
filing our minds asthe plane landedin Singaporeaswe were
reluctant to admitthe 02 y S Neid/ \WeStieaik Mr Robb
RossMdm SreematiSen,and everyoneelsewho madethis trip

unforgettable THIMUN2025was one for the memory books,
filed with many lessons learned, friendships forged and
cherishednemories!

EthanChan(4 TCT)
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Meet the Guardians and Homestay Providers Evening

The Meet the Guardiansand Homestay Providers Evening on

19 Februaryprovided a unigque opportunity to connect with the

people who play such a vital role in supporting our international

students The event allowed for meaningful conversationsand a

chanceto gaindeeperinsightinto the responsibilitiesand challenges
of guardiansand homestayproviders

Theguardiansand providerssharedstoriesabout their experiences,
highlighting the bonds they have with their wards This evening
allowed the schoolto appreciatethe significanceof their roles, as

they helped bridge the gap between school and home life for

internationalstudents

It wasinspiringto hear how the guardiansand homestayproviders
not only provide a safeplacefor our international studentsto stay,
but alsoact as mentors, friends, and a key support network. Their
involvement goes beyond logistics, as they nurture the students'
emotional and social development, ensuring they feel part of
the community.

The evening also gave all guardiansand homestay providers an

opportunity to ask questionsand clarify expectations,which was
incredibly helpful for ensuringthat everyoneis on the same page
when it comesto the careand supportof the internationalstudents

Overall, the evening was an excellentreminder of how essential
theserelationshipsare in creatinga positiveand supportivelearning
environmentfor our internationalstudents Wewouldlike to express
our thanksto the guardiansand homestayproviders,who dedicate
so much of their time and energyto makingsure our international
studentsthrive both academicallyand personally

ChinSiewLin& GohWeili, InternationalStudentCoordinators
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CoffeeMorning with the Principal

Connections

Thisword summedit all up for the more than 200 of us who
attended this & S| Rd¥&e Morning with the Principal on
20 Januaryijn personor on Zoomfrom Singaporeor other parts
of the world. Thismuch-anticipated annual event organisedby
the Parent SchoolPartners (PSP )servesas a platform for the
communication of ideas from the school to parents It is
a valuable opportunity for open dialogue between parents
and the & OK 2 |afle®ship The ACS(International) Principal
Mr GavinKinch with hissignatureopennessandclarity, peppered
with a great sense of humour, patiently answered several
questions posed by parents on-site, and other questionsthat
were gathered before the meeting The topics were wide-
ranging from the & O K 2 Aobil@ dhone policy and whether
the canteen can go cashless,to more academic ones such
ashowto supportour childrenacademicallyand mentally during
their IB years, and how the school can provide guidance on
career and tertiary education Vice Principal (Senior Division)
Mrs Tan Siew Hoon wisely added severaltips and advice for
helpingour childrenbetter navigatetheir IByears

Mr Kinchsaid,& 2 &re a schoolwhich looksto engagewith our
parents and hear their voiceXl hope you will feel a part of our
school, and you are connected to everything that we are
doinghere£

CoffeeMorning with the Principalwould not be completewithout

a cup of coffee or tea with other parentspresent It wasa great
opportunity for parents to interact with one another Parents
whosechildrenwere from the later yearssharingtheir experience
and tips with parents whose children are entering those earlier
years Everyonealsoplayeda part in welcomingthe new parents
among us. Addingon to the buzzthat morning were activities
from the sale of ChineseNew Year Red Packetsand preloved
schoolblazers It wasgreatto seemany new bondsbeingforged

and existing friendships being strengthenedthrough the many

conversations We truly appreciatedthe efforts of the & OK 2
Senior LeadershipTeam to mingle and interact with so many
parentsduringthis event

Without adoubt, it wasa morningwell spentconnectingwith the
schooland one another! We arelookingforward to many more of
suchoccasions!

JoySim,PSHExco

14

Thankyou very muchto PSFor organisingthis event L (infy &irst time attendingthe
Coffee Morning with the Principal sessionphysically,and | personally met other
parentswhom | normallyinteract via the LJ- NBWhatsA@pgroup The PSFExcoand
other team membershavebeen supportiveand we are learning(from) one anotherin
ourOK A f FONIBYIfACS International) | would encourageother parentsto spare
sometime from your busyscheduleo join upcomingevents

KarenLai,Year4 & 6 Parent

Asa Yearl parentcominginto a new schoolsystem the sessionvaseversohelpfulin
networking with other fellow parentsand getting to know the & O K 2|@atlef3kipa
little better. The Q&A sessionalso provided a better understandingof the journey
from IGCSHnto the IB programmein the later years Kudosto the parentgroup for
makingthis sessiorhappen!

JayKrishnanyYearl Parent

It was a helpful event, and my husbandand | enjoyed everythingaboutit. We are
particularlyhappyto seethe secondhand blazerstall, becausel think that showsthe
heart and compassionthe school has for doing good for the planet and making
sustainablechoices We also enjoyed meeting other parents with older kids and
learningabouttheir journeys{ThePSRnakeus feel sowelcomedinto the community,
eventhoughwe arebrandnewto the ACSamily

EmilyTeoh,Yearl Parent

2t Qa
























