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Dear Students, Parents and Friends,

September always feels like a turning point in the school year. For our Year 6 students, this time 

of year marks the beginning of the end of their journey at our school. As they prepare to leave 

they look back with gratitude on the friendships, growth, and memories that have shaped them, 

and look forward with excitement and perhaps some nervousness to the opportunities that lie 

ahead. As a school community, we celebrate their perseverance and encourage them to finish 

strongly, remembering the words of Paul who wrote, άL have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the ŦŀƛǘƘέ (2 Timothy 4:7). 

On a personal note, I can empathise with the emotions many of our Year 6 parents are 

experiencing. This year, my own son will complete his schooling after sitting his IB examinations. 

He is my first child to graduate, and walking this journey alongside him has reminded me how 

much the end of school means, not just for the students, but also for their families. There is pride 

in their accomplishments, joy in seeing them step into new horizons, and perhaps also a touch of 

sadness as one chapter closes. I share these feelings with you and I know that many of you are 

holding the same mixture of gratitude, pride, and emotion as you prepare to see your children 

move on.

For our Year 6 students, finishing school is about more than completing assignments or sitting 

assessments. It is about carrying themselves with integrity, cherishing the friendships they have 

formed, and honouring the community that has nurtured them during these years. This is their 

chance to put into practice the values they have learned, to demonstrate resilience, and to 

encourage one another so that the entire cohort finishes well.

There is also much to look forward for the rest of our students as camps, service opportunities, 

and end-of-year activities are on the horizon. These experiences will provide time to reflect on 

their journey this year, to strengthen their friendships, and to celebrate all that they have 

achieved. Our prayer is that every student will finish this race with the same determination and 

faith described by Paul, stepping forward into the next stage of their journey with confidence, 

gratitude, and hope for what lies ahead.

Gavin Kinch
Principal



NEWSLETTER | September 2025

BBB

2

STAFF NEWS

Long Service Awards
Methodist Schools Long Service Awards

The following staff received their Long Service Awards at the 
Methodist {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ Long Service Award ceremony on 29 August.

ACS (International) Long Service Awards
Our heartiest congratulations to the following staff who received their 
Long Service Awards on 29 August during our Teachers Day 
celebrations.

20 Years
¶Ms Carol Ling En Ai
¶Mdm Chang Hung Tho
¶Mr Joseph Ng Han Yee

10 Years
¶Mr Ho Wee Kwang (Xia Weiguang)
¶Madam Dua Chew Eng

ACS (International) Team Shines at World 
{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ /ǳǇ Dƭƻōŀƭ wƻǳƴŘ ό.ŀƴƎƪƻƪύ
Building on our success from the Singapore round, I joined my 
teammates, Arjun Subash Prabu (2 LSG) and Andrew Jayden Chan 
(2 THO) to participate in the World {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ Cup Global Round, 
held from 6ς10 September in Bangkok.

It was an intensive five daysof competingin debates, collaborative 
writing, and challenges across multiple academic subjects. We are 
excited to share that we have succeeded in winning several 
medals and qualifying for the Tournament of Champions at Yale 
University! Beyond the competition, the trip was truly 
unforgettable. It was an enriching experiencewhere we were 
able to meet and learn from so many brilliant scholars from 
different countries and cultures,and we mademany new friends 
from all over the world.

We want to extend a huge thank you to our teachers, family and 
ACS (International) for their unwavering support. We are so proud 
to have the chance to represent ACS (International) on the global 
stage and cannot wait to take on this next challenge at Yale!

Matthew Lee Yi Kai (1 LSG)

Name
Years of service

 in Methodist Schools

Mrs Carrie Cheah 35 years

Mr George Kadukkara Thomas 25 years

Ms Carol Ling En Ai 20 years

Ms Chang Hung Tho 20 years

Dr Philip Tan Chin Wen 20 years

Mr Joseph Ng Han Yee 20 years
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Name Level Awards

Byun Wooseok Year 3 Distinction

Kim Yejin Year 4 Distinction

Lee Woochan Year 4 Credit

Li Zhanyi Year 4 Credit

Park Yoonha Year 4 Credit

Li Xuan Year 5 Credit

Zhang Jiahe Year 5 Credit

Computational and Algorithmic 
Thinking (CAT) Competition
The Computational and Algorithmic Thinking (CAT) 
competition is an annual event organised by the 
Australian Mathematics Trust. It offers students a 
platform to strengthen their problem-solving abilities 
through algorithmic thinking. Participants are 
challenged with tasks that require them to design 
informal algorithms and apply these strategies to test 
data sets that gradually increase in size and complexity.           
This process nurtures ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ interest and potential 
in computer programming.

This year, a group of students from our Math Club 
participated in the CAT competition. It was also a 
milestone for our school, as it marked the first time our 
students took part in this event.

The list of award winners is as follows:

We are proud of our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ achievements and 
their willingness to take on new challenges. Their 
success in the CAT competition reflects not only 
their dedication but also the growing emphasis on 
computational thinking in our school. We hope this 
experience will inspire more students to explore the 
exciting world of algorithms and problem-solving in 
the years ahead.

Australian Mathematics Competition
The Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC), sponsored by Commonwealth Bank, has been 
held annually since 1978 and is one of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ largest school-based mathematics competitions, 
with over 40 countries participating. It is open to all students from Years 1ς6, focusing on problem 
solving and fun engagement. The AMC comprises three 30-question papers: Junior (ACS Years 1ς
2), Intermediate (ACS Years 3ς4), and Senior (ACS Years 5ς6), completed in 75 minutes. Awards 
are percentile-based: High Distinction (top 3%), Distinction (top 25%), and Credit (top 55%), with 
all others receiving a Proficiency Certificate. On 5 August 2025, 204 ACS (International) students 
(Years 1ς6) took part. 

Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC) 2025 Results 
Name Division Award

Lee Seungah Senior Prize & Best In School Award Winner

Tetsushi Aoyama Senior High Distinction 

Lee Hyeonjoon Senior High Distinction

Sung Geonwoo Senior High Distinction

Wu Youchen Senior High Distinction

Yu Haoxuan Senior High Distinction

Tang Jingxuan Intermediate High Distinction

Mahiro Yamamoto Intermediate High Distinction

Kim Taekyum Ian Junior High Distinction

Cheng Shizhao Senior Distinction

Rachel Choo Senior Distinction

Bono Gajdek Senior Distinction

Eldon Kwan Senior Distinction

Julian Lim Senior Distinction

Roh Ganguk Senior Distinction

Nathan Widjaja Senior Distinction

Jayden Budiman Senior Distinction

Fan Junjie Senior Distinction

Joann Maria Jacob Senior Distinction

Su Yujing Senior Distinction

Wong Wei Zhe Senior Distinction

Choi Mingeon Intermediate Distinction

Kim Keunhee Intermediate Distinction

Kim Chaewon Intermediate Distinction

Kim Yejin Intermediate Distinction

Li Zhanyi Intermediate Distinction

Liu Muchen Intermediate Distinction

Patrick Lu Intermediate Distinction

Qian Hanwen Intermediate Distinction

Jai Sarkar Intermediate Distinction

Wang Anqi Intermediate Distinction

Yuan Minghong Intermediate Distinction

Charlotte Ang Intermediate Distinction

Han Qirui Intermediate Distinction

Kim Dongha Intermediate Distinction

Ko Yena Intermediate Distinction

Lee Ain Intermediate Distinction

Li Yiyi Intermediate Distinction

Li Yuecen Intermediate Distinction

Li Ziming Intermediate Distinction

Liang Tingyu Intermediate Distinction

Jaemin Chun Junior Distinction

Hayul Kim Junior Distinction

Kim Yoo Hyun Junior Distinction

Kim Taemin Junior Distinction

Ma Qing Chuan Junior Distinction

Nobuhito Nakamura Junior Distinction

Kota Takikawa Junior Distinction

Xi Wan Junior Distinction

ACS (International) AMC Results
Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

No. of 

participants
105 38 107 73 91 118 107 168 204

Prize - - - - - - - 1 1

High 

Distinction
2 1 1 1 4 2 5 4 8

Distinction 20 9 17 11 28 27 22 36 40
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Language Week Poster Competition Winners
Favourite Posters

Best Content
Lee Ain (3LSG), Kim Jeeyoo (3OLD)
Inoue Rion (1TKK), Kim Sunyoon (1LSG), Park Hyorin (1SVM)
Darshanaa (1OLD), Sharada (1OLD)

Best Visual Presentation
Wang Xuandi (3GHK), Zhang Yuhan (3LSG)
Cha Yoojin (4CKS), Kim Heejin (4TCT), Kim Minseo (4GHK)
Dana Choo (1LSG), Sophia Elisha Ngadimo (1SVM), Charlotte Noelle Tay (1TKK), Xuan Le Melody Seow (1GHK)

4th Chinese Poetry Recitation Competition 2025 (Singapore)
Lo Cheuk Chun (Amina) ς 4 (THO), 2nd Runner-up

Kaelyn Lim Jia Xin (2TCT), Chloe Chan (2TCT) Li Yiyi (3THO), Wathan Moe Theint (3LSG) Demira Shama (1CKS), Zoe Xuan Ni Israel (1TCT)

The 4th Chinese Poetry Recitation Competition 2025 was organised by the Happy Tea House 
Singapore and held on 6 July. This year marked my third time participating in the competition, 
and the experience remained as eye-opening as ever. What made this year particularly 
challenging was the timing, as it coincided with my preliminary exams. When I received the 
notification that I had made it to the finals, I was both delighted and panicked, and even 
considered withdrawing from the competition. Fortunately, I chose to go ahead and give it my 
best, and it was a decision that I will never regret. At the event, I was happy to see familiar 
faces, as some of the participants from previous years had returned. I also made new friends 
and had wonderful conversations with the judges and staff. Through this experience, I gained 
valuable lessons, learning how to effectively manage my time to balance both the competition 
and my studies. I also picked up insights into the art of poetry recitation by observing other 
ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎΩ performances! Most importantly, I came to understand the importance of 
preserving and passing on traditional culture to future generations. I am deeply grateful for all 
the support I received, and I will always cherish this meaningful journey in my heart.

Amina Lo (4THO)

2025 National Chinese Poetry Writing Competition
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SG60 National Day Lunch Outreach
For the second year running, the ACS (International) Interactn& 
Sustainability CCA collaborated with the Holland Village Methodist Church 
(HVMC) to organise a NationalDayLunch Outreach!

Held on 2 August in the Student Centre, we had more than 90 attendees, 
including our beneficiaries from the Commonwealth Community, HVMC 
Church Volunteers and our Interactors. It was an afternoon of 
scrumptious buffet food, entertaining song, dance and musical 
performances and exciting game stations.  Pastors Jeremy Ong and 
Loretta Lim also joined us in the outreach.  At the end of the event, our 
beneficiaries walked away with Care Packages, which were carefully 
curated and lovingly packed by our Interactors.

Our Interact & Sustainability CCA has benefitted tremendously from           
our collaboration with HVMC, and we look forward to many more           
successful partnerships ahead to bring about positive social change to our 
wider community!

Interact & Sustainability CCA Exco 2025 
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¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅΥ
A Family Island Getaway
Imagine Sofitel Sentosa transformed into a vibrant tropical oasis, where 
warmth, laughter, and heartfelt appreciation filled the air! On 29 August, 158 
teachers and support staff gathered for a joyous Teachers' Day celebration 
aptly titled "A Family Island Getaway: Sun, Sand and Togetherness". 

The Straits Ballroom at Sofitel Sentosa was decked out in style, with lush 
plants, tropical flowers, palm tree table centrepieces, and a life-sized ά.ŜƭƭŀǎΩ 
.ŀǊέ that set the tone for a sun-kissed afternoon of thrilling games, 
photobooths, and fabulous prizes! Meanwhile, {ƻŦƛǘŜƭΩǎ 25 waiters added the 
perfect finishing touch, donning flower leis that completed the island 
getaway look. Months of meticulous planning, hours of energetic dance 
practice, and thorough online shopping by the Parent School Partners (PSP) 
Executive Committee culminated in perfection as t{tΩǎ dedication and 
creativity sparkled in every detail. The result: an unforgettable experience 
that felt like one big, joyful family reunion in a tropical paradise.

To ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ delight, the PSP Ocean Bellas (aka PSP Exco) kickstarted the 
programme with an energetic dance number that also introduced emcee and 
ACS (International) alumnus Chi Mun Kan, who dazzled the audience with his 
effortless charm and dance moves. This was followed by a side-splitting 
Project Run-Wave parade that showcased our teachers' fun and playful side, 
with creative cosplay performances that brought the house down in a frenzy 
of applause and laughter. From lifeguards and pirates to inflatable bikini 
babes and {ǇƻƴƎŜ.ƻōΩǎ Bikini Bottom crew, the enthusiasm of different 
departments was palpable, highlighting the camaraderie that makes ACS 
International so special. Games such as Guess Wilson and Island Dash ς a 
tropical twist on the classic Price is Right and Bring Me TV shows ς unleashed 
the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ competitive and fun-loving spirit! The Grand Draw was 
unprecedented, featuring incredible prizes like stunning staycations at three 
top hotels (Sofitel, Marriott group and Marina Bay Sands), rejuvenating 
Mandarin Oriental spa vouchers, and a sleek Samsung Galaxy Z Flip phone. 
These, among others, thanks to the generous support of more than 70 
parents! Meanwhile, the door gifts featured luxurious Egyptian cotton hand 
towels and Sofitel-sponsored toiletries. And the pièce de résistance? A 
special 20th Anniversary gift of $50 NTUC vouchers for every person! The 
programme wrapped up with a foot-stomping, energetic mass dance and 
Conga line that perfectly captured ACS LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ family spirit.

To our incredible teachers 

and staff, thank you for 
being mentors, miracle 
workers, and a second 
family to our children! You 
make ACS (International)        

a haven of learning, growth, 
and community, where 
faith, compassion, and joy 
come alive. From all of us   
in the parent community, 

thank you for your 
incredible dedication and 
Happy ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ Day!

Celine Abueg, PSP Co-Chair
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ACS Got Talent
On 8 August, the Oldham Chapel was filled with excitement and energy as 
ACS (International) hosted its annual ACS Got Talent showcase. Organised by 
the Student Affairs Committee, the event brought the school community 
together for a celebration of creativity, courage, and cultural diversity. Lee 
Yulwon (5 LSG)and I were the emcees.

This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ theme placed particular emphasis on cultural diversity and 
international mindedness, reflecting the spirit of International Day at ACS 
(International). Performances highlighted the wide range of backgrounds 
and influences within our community, from Japanese pop and anime 
inspired medleys to Western classics and contemporary dance. In doing so, 
the event not only celebrated individual talents but also reaffirmed our 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ values of inclusivity, global awareness, and the appreciation of 
diverse cultures.

The competition featured eight acts spanning music, dance, and 
performance. Highlights included the Guitar ensemble's Pixar classical 
mashup, the heartfelt medley from "Your Name" by 6C Beats, and the fan-
favourite Saja .ƻȅǎΩ rendition of άWǳǎǘ the Two of ¦ǎέ. Adding to the variety, 
the Japanese band Wasuaby performed άhŘƻǊƛƪƻέ standing out as a cultural 
highlight, while the Dance ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ energetic LISA compilation provided a 
vibrant finale.

The judging panel consisted of Ms Carol Ling, Mr Enrique Pascual, and           
Mr Robb Ross, offered encouragement and support to the performers. 
Many students took to the stage for the first time, and their dedication and 
confidence left a strong impression on judges and audience alike. The 
supportive atmosphere of the crowd, who remained engaged and 
enthusiastic throughout the event, contributed to the great success of          
the event.

After much discussion and deliberation, the judges crowned 6C Beats the 
winners of ACS Got Talent 2025, awarding them the grand prize of $150. Yet 
the event was not only about the competition, but also the celebration of 
the courage and creativity of every performer who stepped onto the stage.

In many ways, ACS Got Talent echoed the values of ACS (International), 
celebrating international mindedness, diversity, and the spirit of community, 
It serves as a reminder that ACS (International) is not only a place of 
academic learning, but also one where students are encouraged to express 
themselves, share their culture and inspire their peers.

With the bar set high this year, we look forward to an even more exciting 
showcase next year!

Rishaan Buxani (5 GHK)
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Contemporary Band CCA Showcase and Charity Event

Best Performance Band: (from left) Oswen Tsang, Rianne Ng, Ashley Rao, Aubrey Rose Mc Clung
Coaches: (second row left) Mr Helman, Mr Sebestian

From left: Yoonha Park (4 SVM), Amelia Olopade (4 GHK), Seojeong Yun (4 THO), Yumin Seong          
(5 LSG), and Ethan Wirya (1 TKK) in action 

From left: Rianne Ng (4 THO), Aubrey Rose Mc Clung (4 TKK), Ashley Rao         

(4 THO), and Oswen Tsang (4 GHK) in action

From left: Yoo Soomin (4 SVM), Shin Seohee (2 CKS), Suzuho Akai (2 CKS), and Leanna Wong          
(2 CKS) in action

The Contemporary Band CCA held its Showcase and Charity Event on 15 August from 3pm to 5pm at the Student Centre. It was a lively and engaging afternoon 
filled with music and meaningful purpose. Through the generosity of attendees and supporters, we successfully raised a total of $394, which has been donated 
to Children Wishing Well, supporting children in need. A big thank you to everyone who contributed and made this event a success!

Organising  the first Contemporary Band CCA Charity Showcase was 
both a humbling and rewarding experience. Through this event, we 
aimed to combine compassion and creativity by utilising the talents 
of our CCA members to promote a worthy cause. From the initial 
practice sessions to the final performances, the ōŀƴŘǎΩ enthusiasm 
and dedication was really inspiring. Every band contributed 
uniquely during the planning process, which was a reminder of the 
strength that comes from collaboration. I hope that this showcase 
will pave the way for many more meaningful events in the future, 
and set a precedent on how we can make a positive impact through 
our passions. We are proud to know that our efforts will help make 
a difference. Thank you to everyone who supported, participated 
in, or attended the showcase. It could not have happened          
without you!

Yoonha Park (4 SVM)

Our first contemporary band charity event was an incredible 
experience that challenged and transformed our CCA. It started 
with a simple idea: to use our music to make a real difference. 
Turning that idea into reality was a journey filled with both 
challenges and immense rewards. The planning process was a true 
test of our teamwork, as we relied on each other to handle 

everything from logistics to promotion.

On the day of the event, the atmosphere was electric. Performing 
our setlist, with the supportive crowd, was a moment of pure joy 
and a reminder that our music was helping to raise funds for those 
in need. This experience has shown me that our shared passion for 
music can really impact our community in ACS (International). We 
have proven that we can use our creativity to make a positive 
impact and have set a new standard for our CCA.

Seojeong Yun (4 THO)
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Cookery Session at Palate Sensations 
Culinary School
In Term 3, our Cookery group spent one of our final sessions at Palate 
Sensations Culinary School, where we experienced baking in a 
professional environment. It was an exciting change from our usual 
kitchen setting, and the atmosphere immediately set the tone for a 
memorable and enriching experience.

The highlight of the session was making scones. Although I had 
enjoyed eating them countless times, this was my first attempt at 
baking them myself, so I was filled with anticipation. After arriving 
and washing our hands, we were divided into groups, with the 
workstations thoughtfully preparedτingredients already measured 
and neatly arranged for us. This level of preparation made the baking 
process smooth and seamless, and I could already tell that recreating 
the same experience at home would be a lot more challenging 
without this level of organisation. The instructors guided us patiently 
through every step, offering instructions and professional tips that 
made a big difference. I appreciated how they explained not just 
what to do, but also why each step mattered, which helped me 
better understand the techniques behind baking. Soon, our trays 
were in the oven, and the room was filled with the warm, comforting 
aroma of freshly baked scones. We also had the chance to make 
chewy cookies and light, fluffy vanilla cupcakes. Each bite was 
delightful, and I enjoyed them so much that I immediately asked for 
the full recipes to try again at home. It was fascinating to see how 
different types of bakes could be created within such a short span of 
time, and I had a greater appreciation for the balance of precision 
and creativity in baking. Soon, the two-hour session was over. We 
took photos with the instructors, who were so generous with their 
time and guidance, before packing up our bakes to bring home. I left 
not only with a box of delicious treats to share with my family, but 
equipped with new knowledge and skills that I can soon practise in 
my kitchen.

Overall, this session was one of the most enjoyable and rewarding 
experiences I have had in Cookery this year. It was a wonderful way 
to conclude our journey, and reminded me how much joy cooking 
and baking can bring when shared with others. I am grateful for the 
opportunity, and I look forward to continuing to explore and improve 
my baking skills in the future.

Chua Yun Yu (Cookery Captain 2025, 6 OLD)
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Peduli Initiative
Peduli τ the Indonesian word meaning to care, represents our deep commitment to 
supporting Indonesian migrant workers in Singapore, many of whom face challenges in 
accessing community support and basic needs.

Founded and spearheaded by Nathan Alexandro Tjhe (5 SVM), Peduli Initiative is                     
run by a wonderful group of student leaders, including Aaron Zachary Gozali (5 TCT),                        
Caitlyn Jeavin Santosa (5 LSG), and Cheang Liam (5 OLD), along with a dedicated team              
of student volunteers. Our initiative is proudly supported by the Embassy of the Republic         
of Indonesia in Singapore (KBRI), and the Indonesian Student Association of NTU (PINTU).

We hosted our finale event on 24 August, 
together with the Embassy and Indonesian 
Community Communication Forum in 
Singapore (FKMIS), to celebrate the 80th 

Independence Day of the Republic of 
Indonesia. Our finale event got the whole 
community together for bonding sessions, 
featuring arts & crafts workshops, traditional 
άaŜǊŘŜƪŀέ (Independence) games, lucky 
draws and the distribution of essential item 
care packages to migrant workers. 

As recognition for our dedication to supporting the 
Indonesian community in Singapore, Peduli Initiative 
has been officially selected by the Ministry of Culture, 
Community and Youth (MCCY) under the National 
Integration Council, the Singapore DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ  
SG60 Campaign, in collaboration with the Business 
Indonesia Singapore Association (BISA), to be 
showcased as a model of promising youth leadership 
within the community. Our founder and project 
leader, Nathan Alexandro Tjhe, was specially invited to 
share his personal journey as part of the 
#IgniteIntegrateShape2025 campaign, an inspiring 
national initiative spotlighting real stories from youth 
who are making a difference.

We aim to pass the Peduli Initiative to the next generation of 
youth leaders and continue expanding our reach to άtŜŘǳƭƛέ for 
communities in need τ not just today, but for years to come.

 Follow us on Instagram: @Peduli.Initiative
  Visit our website: tinyurl.com/PeduliInitiative

ÅOur project journey spanned 9 months and 
comprised a few phases, including:

ÅEstablishment of a social media presence
Å Launching our website
ÅOrganising a second-hand donation drive
ÅArranging a sale to fund the initiative
ÅContacting Indonesian-linked sponsors such 

as Grand Orchardz Hotel & Sinar Mas for 
support.

ÅProcuring and packing over 100 care 
packages, including hygiene products, staple 
Indonesian foods, and drinks to remind the 
workers of home

ÅOur Finale Event
ÅExternal & Internal Recognition

Following the tremendous success of our finale event, the 
Indonesian Embassy invited the Peduli Team to attend άtŜǎǘŀ 
wŀƪȅŀǘέ on 31 August, celebrating a LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ 80th year of 
independence at the Embassy grounds.

Additionally, on 21 September, the Embassy invited us to attend 
the άLƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ dialogue on the role of the Indonesian migrant 
worker community in driving positive activities for taLέ. The 
event, organized by the Indonesian Family Network (IFN), aims 
to gain insights to and formulate real solutions for problems 
faced by Indonesian workers here in Singapore.

https://www.instagram.com/Peduli.Initiative
https://tinyurl.com/PeduliInitiative
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SVM Mooncake Charity
Being entrusted with leading the annual SVM Mooncake Charity was a 
meaningful and rewarding experience. Even though planning and 
executing the event was no small feat, as it taught us a wide variety of 
communication and organisational skills. Personally, it is heartwarming to 
witness house prefects coming together and working towards a common 
goal. True Spartans indeed! Despite the inevitable hustle and bustle 
behind the scenes, the event came together seamlessly thanks to the 
unwavering support of our SVM House teachers and the dedication              
of our House Prefects, who stayed back after hours to help with            
packing. Additionally, we would like to extend our deep appreciation             
to Mr Charles Lee and Mdm Koh Leng Khim who guided us throughout             
the charity. 

This cherished tradition is more than just a celebration of the upcoming 
Mooncake Festival, but also preserves our cultural heritage while also 
showcasing the creativity of our house through the thoughtful and unique 
designs of the mooncake boxes. In line with this spirit of service, the 
$4,824.27 raised this year will be donated to the Christian Outreach to 
the Handicapped, extending our impact beyond the school community. 

To everyone who was involved in making this possible, we would like           
to express our sincere thanks and appreciation for all you have done                 
to make this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ SVM Mooncake Charity a wonderful success. Till           
next year!

Belle Khoo Kah Ying (5 SVM) and Jacob Christopher Budiman (4 SVM)
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Volunteering at Willing Hearts
Oldham House has been volunteering at Willing Hearts for almost 
10 years. We continue to reach out to and to serve the community 
in little ways like this, contributing to be a caring society.

"Volunteering and helping out at the Willing Hearts was a deeply 
humbling and joyful experience as I got to help the elderly prepare 
their food for their lunch and dinner. My day started early, and I 
started packaging the food boxes and helping  to put the dishes 
into the lunch box, and I found every action meaningful as a symbol 
of care and dignity to help people. Every time I pack the lunch 
boxes, I feel grateful and connectedfor the opportunities to serve 
the community and bring a strongersense of belonging. Spending 
my time to help people gave me a sense of purpose and 
accomplishment, creating a sense of fulfilment. I also enjoyed 
helping and packing the food as I can gain new experiences and 
new skills. The most enjoyable part of this journey was to help the 
elderly pack the food for them as it was a way to express gratitude 
and care.  What impacted me was the quiet teamwork we had 
together along with all the people helping , as we managed to pack 
about 450 bags to the elderly in nearly 3 hours. Every effort that 
we made paid off. This experience reminded me of empathy and 
gratitude to the community. Moreover, if there is still any chance 
to help for the Willing Hearts, I would definitely volunteer to help. 
This act of service showed me how a single act can create a    
positive change."

Charlene Phua Xuan Ning (1 OLD)

"Although I had to wake up at 4.30am on a Saturday morning, 
helping out at Willing Hearts was an extremely fulfilling experience. 
After arriving at Willing Hearts, we first were tasked to pack 
lunches for the elderly and those in need. We worked tirelessly to 
complete this, whether it be scooping chicken into boxes, or 
making sure there was enough rice in them. There were many 
people of diverse cultures there, some being young like us and 
some being much older. It was extremely heart-warming to see so 
many smiling faces working so early in the morning. Many of the 
people working there were very kind to us, showing us how much 
chicken to apportion or giving us tips along the way. I managed to 
talk to my friends, converse with new people, and serve the 
community within this short morning. After finishing the lunch 
service, we were given a break before starting to wash the metals 
trays. Despite getting our hands wet and our clothes stained, we 
still worked hard to finish scrubbing the dirty trays in time for the 
dinner service. Overall, Willing Hearts gave me a lasting impression, 
and gave us insights insight on community service and widened our 
view on society."

Noah Loh Yi Xuan (3 OLD)
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HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

University of Melbourne  
Counsellor Visit 
Our counsellor from the Higher Education & Careers 
Department had the wonderful opportunity to visit 

University of Melbourne in August. University of 
Melbourne, not too far from home, is a well-
established university in Australia. It is one of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ best student cities and it was evident from 
the variety of bubble tea shops, bookstores, and 
Asian delicacies all over the city! 

Dr Davina Potts, Director for Future Students, 
highlighted the ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ strong commitment to 
reconciling with and welcoming Indigenous 
populations on campus, alongside a richly diverse 
international student body from 150+ countries.
Dr Jamie Evans, Strategic Director, shared the 
innovative frameworks used to improve student 
experience and teaching capabilities, including open 
classrooms with short video intros and interactive 
oral assessments designed to ensure authentic 
learning beyond just leveraging AI.

ǒ The unique Melbourne curriculum encourages a 
mix of specialisation and breadth, allowing 
students to build inter-disciplinary skills and soft 
skills critical for adaptability in ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ job 
market.

ǒ Professors and academics foster an engaging 
environment with both large interactive lectures 
and smaller class discussions. 

ǒ They have cutting edge facilities open for all 
students to use e.g., wind tunnels, anatomy 
museum, workplace simulation floor and state of 
the art classrooms. 

ǒ The ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ focus on wellbeing and proactive 
student support was emphasised throughout, 
encouraging students to be self-led, take risks, and 
embrace being comfortable with discomfort.

ǒ There is robust support for student athletes, 
including some Singaporean athletes, ensuring a 
culture of excellence both academically and in 
sports. Scholarships are available too. 

ǒ The university strongly prioritises employability 
through work-integrated learning, industry-
connected projects, and mentoring across small 
and large companies, helping graduates prepare 
for evolving global challenges.

Higher Education & Careers Podcast NEW Episode out ! 

UK Admissions: Cambridge Economics with Om Acharekar (watch the full interview here)

In this latest episode of Academic Ally, our students chat with Om Acharekar, an 
incoming Economics student at Trinity College, University of Cambridge, who is 
currently serving his National Service in Singapore. Om talks about his journey 
through the UK admissions process, shares why he chose Cambridge, and reflects on 
his own experiences preparing for applications and tests. With Year 6 students in the 
middle of their Oxbridge preparations, this episode is especially timely and filled with 
practical insights. 

Classrooms and event spaces on campus 

University of Melbourne Clock Tower View of the campus lawn from the law building 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/davina-potts-96a25a23/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/davina-potts-96a25a23/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-evans-a0156619/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-evans-a0156619/
https://youtu.be/MROoB1ppX_4?feature=shared
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Job Shadowing Programme 

(1 to 12 September)
During the September holidays, 35 Year 5 students worked alongside professionals 
who are experts in their respective fields. They were placed across a wide range of 
industries, from Business and Operations to Veterinary Services. Immersed in real-
world work environments, students gained deeper insights into their personal 
strengths and areas for growth, affirmed their career interests, uncovered new 
possibilities, built professional networks, and developed a clearer sense of direction 
for their future education and career pathways.

Throughout the Job Shadowing experience, many students demonstrated key 
attributes of the IB Learner Profile.

ÅInquirers ς asking relevant and thoughtful questions,
ÅThinkers ς applying prior knowledge to understand new concepts,
ÅKnowledgeable ς gaining detailed industry insights,
ÅReflective ς evaluating their own learning and progress,
ÅCommunicators ς actively participating in discussions,
ÅOpen-minded ς appreciating diverse perspectives and practices,
ÅPrincipled ς recognising the importance of safety, ethics, and responsibility,
ÅCaring ς engaging with sustainability in organisational decision-making,
ÅRisk-takers ς taking initiative in unfamiliar situations,
ÅBalanced ς developing a broader awareness of ethical and environmental issues.

Overall, the Job Shadowing programme provided students with a purposeful break τ
enriching their learning beyond the classroom and guiding their future aspirations.

Student Reflections

άaȅ job shadowing experience at MODEC was truly inspirational. I gained valuable 

insight into how the company designs and operates Floating Production, Storage, and 

Offloading (FPSO) platforms, and how different engineering disciplinesτsuch as 

mechanical, structural, and sustainable engineeringτare applied in planning the 

FPSOs. Each session deepened my understanding of how engineering drives 

innovation and carries great responsibility.

The MODEC team was incredibly welcoming, taking the time to explain concepts 

clearly and kindly. I was particularly impressed by how MODEC incorporates 

sustainability into every stage of FPSO design. This also helped me realise that being 

open-minded and thinking critically are important in the field of engineering.έ

Aoi Hasegawa (5 CKS)

 

Published with permission from InCorp Singapore

L-R: Suxi Zhou (5 TKK), Ms Jean Lee & Jayden Lin (5 LSG)

άL am very grateful for this job shadowing 
experience at InCorp Singapore, where I gained so 
much insight of the different positions in the 
corporate world. The staffs were friendly and 
supportive; we had many meaningful 
conversations, which helped clarify my career 
aspirations for the future. During the attachment, 
I was also assigned several hands-on tasks, which 
made me more familiar with Excel, as well as 
dealing with data.

These three days were truly fruitful and 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΗέ

Suxi Zhou (5 TKK)

άaȅ job shadowing experience gave me a real 
insight into the finance world, where I not only 
learned new skills but also found my strengths, 
weaknesses, and career interests. It showed me 
the value of asking questions, being open-minded, 
and stepping out of my comfort zone to grow 
both personally and professionally, this is an 
experience that will stick with me for a long time.έ
 
Jayden Lin (5 LSG)

ά¢Ƙƛǎ job shadowing programme at MODEC was 
an inspiring journey, opening my eyes to the          
realities and possibilities within engineering τ
where every project blends creativity, precision, 
and a commitment to shaping a more           
sustainable future.έ

Hugh Kandiawan (5 GHK)

 

Published with permission from MODEC

L to R: Mr Shu Sheng Ng, Hugh Kandiawan (5  GHK), Ryoji Yamamoto (5 TCT), Aoi Hasegawa (5 CKS),             
Mr Vaitya Kajendran, Mr Jimmy Pan, Ms Jolin Ang, Ms Natasha Kong, Ms Ashirah Sahar, and                               

Mr Russell Yeo












