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Dear Students, Parents and Friends,

We believe school should be a place where students not only learn but also learn to live 

well. A big part of that is supporting their physical and mental health so that they can 

flourish both inside and outside the classroom. 

Recently ǿŜΩǾŜ been encouraging students to think about the everyday choices that 

shape their wellbeing, such as getting enough rest, eating well, exercising, and taking 

time to care for their emotional health. LǘΩǎ not always easy in a busy world, but small 

steps can make a big difference. We are reminded of WŜǎǳǎΩ words in John 10:10, άL 

came that they may have life, and have it to the full.έ That promise of fullness guides 

the way we want our students to live: healthy, purposeful, and confident.

²ŜΩǾŜ also been tackling some of the more serious challenges facing young people 

today, including vaping. Following the latest government guidelines, ǿŜΩǾŜ worked to 

raise awareness among our students about the dangers of vaping. Our approach has 

been both practical and caring as we set clear expectations while also creating space for 

conversations, so students feel supported to make positive decisions. The ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

Drugs, Alcohol, Smoking and Vaping Policy can be found on the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ website.

Last ǿŜŜƪΩǎ Wellbeing Week was another highlight in this journey. Students and staff 

took part in Pilates sessions, healthy eating, Pickle Ball and creative workshops. 

Students were also encouraged to get active by participating in the Choice To Run 

activity.  These events were designed to remind all of us that looking after ourselves 

should be a daily habit. It was inspiring to see students reflect, laugh, move, and 

connect in ways that left many feeling refreshed and re-energised. Teachers also 

commented on the positive atmosphere across campus, noting how even small acts like 

students encouraging each other in activities contributed to a stronger sense                     

of community.

Looking ahead, ǿŜΩƭƭ continue to place wellbeing at the heart of school life. We know 

that when students feel healthy, safe, and supported, they are more open to learning, 

more engaged with others, and more confident in themselves. Each student is 

wonderfully made and deserves the chance to live άƭƛŦŜ to the full.έ 

Gavin Kinch
Principal
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STAFF NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

August Event

29

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ

Methodist Schools Long Service Award Service

September Event

1 ς 12 School Holidays

18 Inter-House Quiz

19

Visual Art Exhibition Opening

IGCSE Oral Exam (French/Spanish)

20 ACS Oldham Hall Thanksgiving Dinner

22 ς 23 IGCSE Art Exam

22
Year 5 Languages B                            
(Chinese/Malay/Tamil) Prelim Paper 1

24

Year 4 Last Day

Year 4 O Level Chinese B Oral Exam

TEDx@ACS International

25

Year 5 Languages B 
(Chinese/Malay/Tamil) Prelim Paper 2

Year 4 and 6 Study Nights begin 
(Every Tuesday and Thursday until 11 
November)

26 Industry Partners Dinner

30 Earnest Lau Lecture

New Staff
ACS (International) welcomes the following new staff who 
joined us in August.

Ms Alison Jane Ng
Teacher (Chemistry)
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Term 3 Commendation Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded the tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ List for Effort and Achievement, Distinction for Effort and Achievement, 
Commendation for Effort and Achievement, and Commendation for Effort:
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Singapore Mathematical Olympiad
The Singapore Mathematical Olympiad (SMO) is the largest and 
oldest mathematics competition in Singapore. The top 35% of 
the participants will receive an Award Certificate (Gold for top 
3%, Silver for next 12% and Bronze for next 20%).

On 3 June and 4 June 2025, 58 students (years 1 to 6) from             
ACS (International) took part in SMO 2025. The list of winners 
for ACS (International) is given below.

NAME DIVISION CERTIFICATE

SMO (Junior) Results

Nobuhito Nakamura Year 2 Bronze

Kim Seoha Year 2 Bronze

Min Gyeol Kim Year 1
Honourable 

Mention

Arjun Subash Prabu Year 1
Honourable 

Mention

SMO (Senior) Results

Mingeon Choi Year 4 Gold

Po-Hsueh Lu Year 4 Gold

Dai Haohan Year 3 Bronze

Li Yuecen Year 3 Bronze

Rui Masumi Year 4 
Honourable 

Mention

Liang Tingyu Year 3
Honourable 

Mention

Mahiro Yamamoto Year 3
Honourable 

Mention

Park Yoonha Year 4
Honourable 

Mention

Shinji Sugiyama Year 4
Honourable 

Mention

Item Junior Senior Open

1 Gold 0 2 0

2 Silver 0 0 1

3 Bronze 2 2 4

4 Honourable Mention 2 5 6

Results Summary 2025

SMO (Open) Results

Mingeon Choi Year 4 Silver

Sung Geonwoo Year 5 Bronze

Po-Hsueh Lu Year 4 Bronze

Rui Gao Year 5 Bronze

Wu Youchen Year 5 Bronze

Bono Jakub Gajdek Year 6
Honourable 

Mention

Cheng Shizhao Year 6
Honourable 

Mention

Ethan Benedict Arijanto Year 5
Honourable 

Mention

Lee Seoyul Year 5
Honourable 

Mention

Tetsushi Aoyama Year 5
Honourable 

Mention

Aaryan Hussein Siddiqi Year 6
Honourable 

Mention
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Childhood Hobby Led Him to Europe to Represent Singapore

ACS (International) alumnus Xavier Ng, 22, has turned his childhood 
hobby into a chance to put Singapore on the world map.

The university student and four-time national yo-yo champion 
represented  Singapore at the 2025 World Yo-yo Contest in Prague 
from 7ς10 August. He came in 5th in the 1A category. He told CNA 
earlier: άaȅ goal is to win the 2025 World Yo-yo Contest, and bring 
pride to Singapore through a sport that has never been in the        
spotlight here.έ

·ŀǾƛŜǊΩǎ love for all things yo-yo began when he was living in Shanghai. 
At the age of 12, he became hooked on a Chinese anime series called 
Blazing Teens. His first yo-yo came from the ǎƘƻǿΩǎ merchandise, and 
would keep him occupied for hours each day. What began as play soon 
grew into a full-fledged hobby. Encouraged by his teachers, Ng joined a 
school talent show in Shanghai and clinched a cash prize of S$200 ς 
money he spent on more advanced yo-yos that would allow him to 
perform more complex tricks. 

After Xavier returned to Singapore at 17 and discovered the local yo-yo 
community, he was soon spending weekends at the now-defunct 
Spinworkx store in 313@Somerset, swapping tricks and techniques 
with other like-minded players.

In 2017, he entered The Asia Pacific Yo-yo Championships held in 
Singapore. He finished near the bottom, but the experience lit  a fire in 
him. By 2019, that spark led him to defeat a former world champion 
and clinch his very first national title.

To prepare for Prague, Xavier trained for months with international 
players and crafted original, music-synced routines. He plans to retire 
from competitive yo-yoing after this event and support the community.

He told CNA: ά[ƛƪŜ every generation of competitive sport, ƛǘΩǎ hard to 
catch up to new players. And all these kids will have so much free time 
compared to me when I enter the workforce.έ
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Taking Part in the Trifactor Duathlon Singapore

Performing with the Vienna Chamber Orchestra
Performing with the Vienna Chamber Orchestra was a once in a lifetime opportunity, which I will never forget.

The moment I stepped into the rehearsal hall in Botschaftsviertel, Vienna, I was excited and nervous at the same time. I remember my mind 
racing before the rehearsal: what would happen if I mess up? Would they (the orchestra members) scold me? To my surprise, the orchestra 
members were incredibly welcoming. Even though they were professionals, they treated me with kindness and respect. I worked with the 
conductor, Ovidiu Marinescu, who is known for his work with orchestras across Europe and beyond. Under his guidance, the rehearsal went 
smoothly. I performed Piano Concerto No. 5 the Emperor by Beethoven, a piece full of beautiful melodies and strong emotions. Playing the 
piece with a full orchestra behind me made it feel completely different from when I practiced it alone. The music felt alive and powerful.

LΩƳ proud to have the incredible honour of performing with the renowned Vienna Chamber Orchestra, and I will always cherish this 
unforgettable moment.

Junjia Huang (1 LSG)

Yuvaan Bakshi (5 CKS) was among nearly 40 participants in the Trifactor Duathlon 
Singapore on 26 July. Despite the rigours of the event, he finished commendably, and 
he shares his reflections below.

"The Trifactor Duathlon Singapore was a challenging and yet immensely rewarding 
experience - one that I spent several weeks rigorously preparing for. I competed in 
the Freshmen Duathlon, a short-course race consisting of a 2.5 km run, 12 km of 
cycling, and a final 1.5 km run to the finish.

As a result of the dedication and discipline I maintained throughout my self-directed 
training, I placed 5th in the Male Open category (ages 16ς39). Crossing the finish line 
with a deep sense of accomplishment, I felt the reward of every early morning session 
and each drop of effort I had poured into my preparation.

This result has not only affirmed my growth as an athlete but also ignited a stronger 
drive to improve. With my sights now set on a podium finish in my next race, I am 
more motivated than ever. Given the progress LΩǾŜ made since my first race, I believe 
that this goal is well within reach, and LΩƳ excited to continue pushing my limits."



NEWSLETTER | August 2025

BBB

8

Echoes Through Time: A Celebration
On 15 and 16 August, the University Cultural Centre Theatre came alive 
for ACS όLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭύΩǎ 20th anniversary August concert, Echoes 
Through Time. Across two nights, the energy of the audience met the 
passion of the performersτevery bow on strings, breath into 
instruments, and strike of the drums infused the hall with vibrancy.

This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ repertoire showcased our ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ spirit of cultural diversity 
and artistic exploration. ±ƛǾŀƭŘƛΩǎ Concerto for Four Violins transported 
listeners to Baroque Venice, while Brian .ŀƭƳŀƎŜǎΩ Origins intertwined 
Gregorian chant with modern harmonies. A standout was Voyage, an 
original composition by Bono Jakub Gajdek (6 CKS), written over three 
years and conducted by the composer himself. Drawing on global 
traditions, the piece carried musicians and audience alike on a 
captivating journey.

Adding lightness and flair, the Wind Band charmed with Music from 
Glee, and the Contemporary Singers inspired with tƛƴƪȊŜōǊŀΩǎ We 
²ƻƴΩǘ Stop Dreaming, their voices embodying the ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ themes of 
unity and optimism. 

At the heart of it all were our young musicians, whose dedication 
transformed demanding works into moments of brilliance and emotion. 
More than a milestone, this concert was a testament to the power           
of the arts to connect cultures, honour our past, and ignite hope for       
the future.

Happy 20th anniversary, ACS (International)!
Kyra Lim (5 CKS)

We came together from different cultures and backgrounds, united by music, to celebrate ACS LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ 20th Anniversary. Performing side by side,               
we celebrated our diversity and shared the joy of music as one ACS International family.
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Law Conference
On 16 August, our students had the privilege of participating in the HCIS LawCon 2025, hosted by Hwa Chong International School (HCIS). 
This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ mooting competition centred on the legal intricacies of the Misuse of Drugs Act, specifically analysing the role of statutory 
presumptions. We are proud to announce that one of our teams featuring Eira Koh (6 LSG), Kate Ong (6 THO) and Luther Chia (6 LSG) 
clinched the 1st Runner-Up position in the competition.

The ACS (International) Law Society extends our sincere thanks to HCIS for their kind invitation and we look forward to future 
collaborations with HCIS and other institutions in similar events.

Testimonials

Participating in LawCon was an incredibly enriching experience that let 

me challenge my legal reasoning through thoughtful case problems 
while developing well-structured arguments under time pressure. 
Through the rigorous rounds of mooting, I gained confidence                    
in articulating complex legal principles and responding to judicial 
questioning.

Eira Koh(6 LSG)

LawCon 2025 was an invaluable experience that allowed me to sharpen 
my research, communication, and analytical reasoning skills. I am 
honoured to have achieved second place together with my team, 
whose collaboration and dedication made this possible.

Kate Ong(6 THO)

Attending LawCon allowed me to apply my legal knowledge in 
simulated cases, from drafting documents to analysing disputes. This 
experience strengthened my practical skills and showed me how theory 
translates into real-world practice.

Luther Chia (6 LSG)

For inquiries about future events hosted by ACS (International) 

Law Society, do contact vera.neo@acsinternational.edu.sg or 

@acsint.lawsoc on Instagram.

mailto:vera.neo@acsinternational.edu.sg
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SG60 National Day Lunch Outreach
For the second year running, the ACS (International) Interact & Sustainability CCA collaborated 
with the Holland Village Methodist Church (HVMC) to organise a NationalDayLunch Outreach!

Held on 2 August in the Student Centre, we had more than 90 attendees, including our 
beneficiaries from the Commonwealth Community, HVMC Church Volunteers and our 
Interactors. It was an afternoon of scrumptious buffet food, entertaining song, dance and 
musical performances and exciting game stations.  Pastors Jeremy Ong and Loretta Lim also 
joined us in the outreach.  

At the end of the event, our beneficiaries walked away with Care Packages, which were carefully 
curated and lovingly packed by our Interactors. Our Interact & Sustainability CCA has benefitted 
tremendously from our collaboration with HVMC, and we look forward to many more successful 
partnerships ahead to bring about positive social change to our wider community!

Interact & Sustainability CCA Exco 2025 
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School Assembly

Language Week is a great opportunity for pupils to understand the 
diversity of cultures in our school. On 6 August, a school assembly 
regarding Language Week was held, and I was given the 
opportunity to be the emcee of the event, along with my 
teammates. I am proud to say that the assembly was conducted 
successfully, and I would acknowledge that the effort that 
everyone put into the event was recognised. Especially within the 
emcees, we amended scripts, visited school during holidays for 
practices and rehearsals; the hard work was indeed worth it. 
Seeing students engaged and enjoying the activities that had been 
prepared was the best part of the assembly. In the beginning, we 
faced some challenges related to the equipment allocations and 
technological issues; however, we calmly adjusted ourselves to the 
situation, and the difficulties were gladly solved. The organisation 
of this event has benefited a wide group of people. Not only did 
the teachers and students learn more about the cultural 
backgrounds of various countries and regions, but so did the 
organising team. We learned more about each ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ beliefs and 

cultures, further building up a tight friendship among us. 
Throughout the programme, the activities mostly went on as 
planned. I have experienced and understood the importance of 
teamwork, communication, and cooperation within teammates. I 
am extremely grateful for the support from the teachers, students 
involved, and between each of us. We are all excited and looking 
forward to the next opportunity to work together and ŎŀƴΩǘ wait 
for the National Day and International Day Celebration!

Lo Cheuk Chun (Amina) 4THO

Year 1 Activity 

On 6 August, as part of Language Week 2025, I had the privilege of helping to 
organise a special afternoon of activities for our Year 1 students. This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
theme, ά²ƻǊƭŘ CƻƭƪƭƻǊŜΣέ was a wonderful opportunity for us to bring myths, 
legends, and storytelling traditions from different cultures to life.

In the weeks before the event, the Year 4 and 5 organising team worked hard to 
prepare eight cultural rooms ς Chinese, Japanese, French, Greek, Korean, English, 
Indonesian, and Tamil. We spent many afternoons discussing ideas, designing 
decorations, preparing Kahoot quizzes, and creating activities that could reflect 

each ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ unique folklore. Some of us even came to school during the 
holidays to rehearse and set things up. The event itself was filled with energy and 
excitement. Seeing the Year 1 students enter the rooms with such curiosity and 
enthusiasm was the best reward for all our hard work. They joined in storytelling 
sessions, answered quiz questions, and played games that taught them more 

about the culture behind each story. I was especially happy to see how engaged 
they were, asking thoughtful questions and working together in teams. Of course, 
there were a few challenges along the way, from making sure all the materials 
worked properly to managing the timing between activities. Our team supported 
each other and solved the problems quickly. Through this experience, I learned a 

lot about teamwork, communication, and being adaptable when things ŘƻƴΩǘ go 
exactly as planned.

I am grateful to all the teachers who guided and supported us, and to my fellow 
student organisers for their creativity and dedication. We are proud of what we 
achieved together, and I look forward to the next opportunity to bring our school 
community together through language, culture, and shared stories.

Huang Yong Shin (Crystal) 5LSG

Language Week
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Sumiyo Ishikai (6 TCT)
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SJ Innovation Challenge
On 2 August, Team ACTech consisting of Nathan Alexandro Tjhe            
(5 SVM), Jayden Christian Budiman (5 SVM), and Cheang Liam (5 OLD) 
clinched 1st Runner Up ($200) at the SJInnovation Challenge 2025.

The month-long competition was held at St WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ Institution and 
challenged students to harness technology to make education more 
inclusive and engaging. We competed against over 25 teams from 
top schools including ACS (Independent), Saint WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ Institution, 
and Hwa Chong Institution. The challenge pushed us to think like 
entrepreneurs by training us to identify real-world educational gaps 
and designing solutions to address them. Our project was called 
EduPal, a mobile app designed to support students with learning 
disabilities such as dyslexia, ADHD, and ASD. It uses Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) to personalise lessons, includes gamified focus tools, 
and provides dashboards for teachers and parents to better support 
each learner. The experience was incredibly meaningful, not just 
because we won a prize, but more because we created something 
with real potential to help others.

Nathan Alexandro Tjhe (5 SVM)

HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

Studying at Utrecht University (UU) and its liberal arts &  sciences 
college (UCU) offers students a flexible, internationally oriented 
education with a balance of lectures and small seminars, where 
admission typically requires an IB score of 36 and above. Courses are 
mostly taught in English, so Dutch is rarely needed, and students 
benefit from strong career services, internship opportunities, and part-
time work options. Utrecht is a vibrant, student-friendly city where 
cycling is essential, living costs are moderate, and the social 
environment is welcoming to internationals. What makes Utrecht 
stand out in Europe is its unique flexibility to combine diverse fields of 
study, supported by close academic advising, creating an environment 
where students can shape both their academic paths and personal 
growth. ACS (International) students and counsellors hosted Drs. Kim 
Zwitserloot, Assistant Professor, University College Utrecht (UCU) for a 
sit-down chat about their programmes and student life. To hear the 
full episode head over to our very own ACS International student run 
podcast άAcademic-Allyέ on YouTube. 

Kaer Lim (5 TCT) and Jenissa Jain (5 CKS), Podcast Content Researchers. 

Vero Neo (5 CKS), Podcast Student Host, interviewing Drs Kim Zwitserloot, Assistant 

Professor at University College Utrecht. 

Scan to follow 

https://youtu.be/a5Hl1KO6zoc?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/a5Hl1KO6zoc?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/a5Hl1KO6zoc?feature=shared
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Term 3 Birthday & Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration at Oldham Hall
The Term 3 Birthday and Mid-Autumn Festival celebration was a meaningful 
and memorable occasion. It was a pleasure to see the boarders come together 
in a warm and festive atmosphere, enjoying the mooncakes and snacks 
prepared for them. The event also featured a brief quiz that allowed the 
boarders to deepen their understanding of the origins and legends associated 
with the Mid-Autumn Festival. We are grateful for the opportunity to share 
this special celebration with our boarders at Oldham Hall.

Mdm Chin Siew Lin & Mdm Goh Weili

I had a great time at the Term 3 Birthday and Mid-Autumn Festival celebration. The 
quiz was fun and helped me learn more about the festival traditions. I also enjoyed 
the mooncakes and snacks that were shared, which made the event feel warm and 
festive. It was a memorable evening spent together as a community.

Lee Ain (3 LSG)
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2025 Online International Academic Bowl
This year, the ACS (International) Quiz Bowl Club fielded a team to participate in the 
2025 Online International Academic Bowl. The team, made up of Rishi Kamaraj             

(5 SVM), Geonwoo Sung (5 LSG), Jayden Christian Budiman (5 SVM), engaged in fast-
paced quiz rounds testing their knowledge across history, science, literature, and 
current events. Competing against a pool of institutions from all over the world 
including British International School Bratislava, International School of Seville, and 
even our sister school ACS (Independent), the team finished in fourth overall and 

only 1 win short of placing in the podium.

Formed in February of 2025, the Quiz Bowl Club is dedicated to promoting a love for 
learning through regular training sessions and participation in fun quiz bowl 
tournaments. Up next on our calendar is the 2025 Harvard Crimson Global Quiz Bowl 
which will be held in late September. For more information on participation, drop us 
an email at jayden.budiman@acsinternational.edu.sg.

Jayden Christian Budiman (5 SVM) and Jacob Christopher Budiman (4 SVM)

Envoy CCA & the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
As our world faces increasingly difficult challenges, it is more 
important than ever that young people step up and take action- 
and ACS όLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭύΩǎ Envoy Club is no exception. Rooted deep 
into the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Envoy Club 
has made it our mission to target and improve certain SDGs every 
year, taking the first step towards youth involvement in an ever-
changing world. We aim to empower our fellow students to learn, 
lead and contribute meaningful impact in and out of the 
classroom. To give us more insight into the works of the Envoy 
club, we have Naissha Makhija from 4 TKK, and Jenny Kennedy 
from 3 CKS, sharing why the SDGs matter, how small projects spark 
growth and change, and what exciting initiatives the club has 
planned for the year ahead!

(The below interview was conducted during a school assembly):

ÅWhy do you think the SDGs are so important?
The 17 SDGs each were established to target a specific issue 
faced by our world today. They are a shared framework, a sort of 
answer key to our global crises, and I think they are especially 
important since they make us interconnected. Every single one of 
us working together towards these goals really emphasises the 
importance of collective responsibility in order to achieve global 
progress.
ÅHow does the Envoy CCA embrace the SDGs and use them?

From my time at the CCA, Envoy embraces the SDGs by allowing 
students to research and learn more about them and to take the 
initiative to contribute to them. Not only does it allow our CCA 
members to give back to the community, environment and school 
but it also allows us to develop IB profile skills for the future. 
These skills include being knowledgeable about the SDGs, being 
thinkers in developing ways to contribute to the SDGs, and also 
becoming better communicators when working with our peers for 
this project.
ÅHow can just a few students work on a few projects linked to 

the SDGs and make a real difference? 
I think the main focus is not on a άŦŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ doing 
something. It is more on how these few students are taking the 
initiative towards something bigger. I must say, the SDGs are 
something shared globally, but simply knowing them is not 
enough. By actively engaging in these projects, we aim to invite 
more and more people to take action themselves. After all, even 
to make a real difference, we ultimately have to start from 
somewhere, and this is how we choose to start it.
ÅHow has being a part of the Envoy CCA changed your own 

perspective on your daily habits, such as what you consume or 
how you think about your environmental impact?
Being a part of Envoy CCA has really made me think about the 
different perspectives of other cultures, communities and 
countries. It has allowed me to better understand how a small 
action can contribute to something much bigger than myself. 
These range from  my consumption habits to what I do that could 
negatively impact the environment. LǘΩǎ because of this that LΩǾŜ 
tried to be more mindful of my actions such as whether I recycle 
or not, which I am trying to do more now and whether I am 
contributing to harmful consumption patterns.
ÅWhat upcoming initiatives do the Envoy Club have that other 

students can get involved with  to make a difference? 
This year the Envoy Club is really proud to present our newest 
initiative, Project Green Genesis, working towards SDG 12 and 13 
in particular. I will not give away too many spoilers as of now, but 
this project will be composed of 3 main initiatives; to raise 
awareness, to raise funds, and to promote action in our school 
community. Through project Green Genesis, we hope that what 
we read in the news no longer just becomes words to us, but 
actual actions that we can end up undertaking.

ÅHow do these initiatives really engage other members of the community and make a 

difference to SDGs 12 and 13?
These initiatives help people to contribute something to the SDGs. Even if ƛǘΩǎ a small 
contribution I think it makes a lot of difference to the SDGs, especially for goals such as 
(SDGs) 12 and 13, which are about responsible consumption and climate action. These 
specific goals can be achieved if people work together and contribute what they can. If 

more people become involved or open to contributing to these goals, ǿŜΩŘ soon be able 
to accomplish them!
ÅHow do you hope to measure the success of these initiatives? What will  "success" 

look like to you? 
The success of these initiatives will stem from the student body. This project is meant 

for us to take action and do our part, and while its success can perhaps be said to be 
measurable in terms of the amount of funds we raise or winning the competition, the 
success will mostly be immeasurable. If these initiatives leave you wanting to do more 
for our planet, our only planet, it would be a success on our part.
ÅIf you could tell the entire student body one thing about the power of the SDGs and 

why they matter, what would it  be? 
SDGs to most may probably seem like goals the UN wants to accomplish but are never 
really close to achieving. However, LΩŘ like to clear that misconception! The SDGs ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
goals that only the government or certain nations/ people have to worry about, ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
things that we as humans should do what we can to accomplish. Not only is it for us 

but ƛǘΩǎ for the future generations and for a better planet. It impacts not just us in many 
different ways but also our planet. 
ÅWhat advice would you give to another student who is passionate about a global 

issue but doesn't know where to start? 
ÅAt one point, even all I had was simply a couple of words, thoughts, and the passion of 

wanting to do more for our world. And I would say, you already have the first step done 
if you have the will and passion to do something. Next, I would say you would need to 
research more, truly learn what this global issue means and its specific targets. Then, it 
would be best by starting to raise awareness, sharing your passions with others and 
spreading the word. Eventually, you will come to find how you would want to continue. 

Naissha Makhija (4 TKK) and Jenny Kennedy (3 CKS) on Behalf of Envoy CCA
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Poster artwork done by Emma Siow Shu En(5 TKK)

Ceramics Exhibition 
On 8 August, the Senior Ceramics CCA held its first exhibition in the Sitorus Library to celebrate International Day. All the showcased works were 
handmade by our talented Ceramics Club students, and each piece carried its unique creativity and craftsmanship. The exhibition attracted a warm 
response from the school community, with the proceeds ($1,000) all donated to the Singapore Association of Mental Health. The event was not only an 
artistic success but also a meaningful contribution to mental health support.

These were some of the works sold:

Lucky Bears 
By Rachel Choo Ying Hsuan (6 THO)
Medium: Wheel-throwing, underglaze, glaze
The bears came for the clover. They stayed for your tea. Now ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
hanging on tight because who ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ want a front-row seat to 
your lucky moments? 

Trimmie The Apple
By Rachel Choo Ying Hsuan (6 THO) 
Medium: Wheel-throwing, underglaze, glaze
Timmie the Apple was not supposed to exist. From the failed pursuit 
for vase, Timmie embodies the art of turning mistakes into mischief. 
Inspired by the charm of Jellycats, Trimmie has tiny legs and 
cartoonish eyes. With those arched, comical eyebrows, he looks 
perpetually unimpressed as if ƘŜΩǎ silently judging your life choices.

Spots 
By Athena Peh (6 TKK) 
Medium: Wheel-throwing, underglaze, glaze 
Spots is a whimsical ceramic piece that blends playful aesthetics 
with subtle emotional undertones. The ǇƻǘΩǎ surface is covered in 
colourful, irregular spots that bring energy and rhythm to its form. 
Atop the rim, a hand-built pink figure stretches its long arms over 
the edge, indifferently resting. This gesture adds a sense of quiet 
tension and intimacy, contrasting with the cheerful patterning of 
the body. The piece invites viewers to consider moments of stillness 
within chaos, and the act of holding on amidst brightness.

IB 
By Xu Mengqian (6 SVM) 
Medium: Wheel-throwing, underglaze, glaze 
This piece transforms the handle of a cup into the official IB logo, blending utility with identity. 
The bold design pays tribute to the global spirit of the IB program, combining everyday function 
with symbolic form. 

By Xu Mengqian (6 SVM)
Medium: Wheel-throwing, underglaze, glaze 
Inspired by a dreamlike night sky, this cup features hues of pink, black, blue, and purple, 
speckled with stars. A lone house and a bare tree anchor the scene, while a full moon painted at 
the base adds a quiet sense of mystery.
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The highly anticipated ACS International Day organised by the efficient 
Parent School Partners (PSP) on 8 August was a vibrant and spectacular 
celebration, transforming the ACS (International) premises into a 
bustling cultural paradise. With an atmosphere buzzing with excitement 
and the rich aromas of cuisine onsite, the event truly was a feast for all 
the senses. 

Stalls representing 10 Asian countries τ China, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, as 
well as stalls generously sponsored by Holland Village Methodist Church 
(HVMC) were creatively decorated, showcasing a stunning array of 
delectable food and beautiful cultural artifacts. The months leading up to 
the event saw dedicated parent volunteers working tirelessly behind the 
scenes. They spent countless hours brainstorming authentic food items 
to serve, designing intricate and eye-catching stall decorations, and 
selecting traditional outfits that would perfectly represent their home 
countries. This dedication and passion were evident in every detail, 
making each stall a mini embassy of its nation of origin. The presence of 
so many people wearing traditional ethnic apparel was a true spectacle. 
Parents, staff, and students alike donned a kaleidoscope of colourful 
garments. The elegant Indian saree, the refined Japanese kimono, the 
graceful Philippine barong blouse, and the iconic Vietnamese áo dài 
brought vibrant colour and texture to the day. The traditional Chinese 
samfu and cheongsam, intricate Indonesian batik, and even a full Russian 
sarafan with its striking kokoshnik headdress added further depth to this 
beautiful cultural display. Each ensemble reflected pride in cultural 
identity.  It was a powerful reflection of the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ rich diversity and 
inclusive spirit.

A celebration is not complete without delicious food, and this event was 
a true culinary journey across Asia. Guests could embark on a diverse 
and mouth-watering adventure, sampling everything from savoury 
Korean kimbap, Japanese takoyaki and Vietnamese Banh Mi to the 
crowd favourites such as Singapore chicken rice and Philippine Jollibee 
chicken. For those craving a bit of heat, the spicy Indian tandoori chicken 
was a popular choice. Smaller bites like juicy dumplings and aromatic 
satay skewers were perfect for nibbling, and a refreshing cup of bubble 
tea provided a sweet counterpoint to the rich flavours. To cap off the 

experience, many students and staff lined up for beautiful henna tattoos, 
adding a final, artistic touch to their celebration in style. ACS 
International Day was more than just an event; it transformed the 
campus into a vibrant tapestry of culture, cuisine, and community. It was 
a beautiful and powerful celebration of diverse cultures through food 

and fashion, fostering new friendships that transcend borders. This 
unforgettable day would not have been possible without the partnership 
of ACS (International), the well-organised PSP team, the dedicated 
parent volunteers, and the generosity of HVMC. Thank you to all that 
had helped and contributed to making this International Day a success. 

May the spirit of these shared cultures and the connections forged on 
this day be a beacon of hope and unity for all members of ACS 
(International) family for many years to come.

Ms Alicia Israel, Year 1 Parent

PSP NEWSCelebration of Culture: ACS International Day
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Inter-House Chess Tournament
The ACS (International) Inter-House (IH) Chess tournament on 
Thursday 31 July was an exhilarating experience which pitted 
students from various levels of experience taking to the chessboards.

Seasoned chess players and novices battled it out across the black-
and-white boards to victory, or at least the chance of having tried 
their hand at the game of kings! 

Mr Gavin Kinch, ACS (International) Principal, Mr Christopher 
Hayward, Vice Principal (Middle Division), and Dr Kristopher Achter, 
Vice Principal (Junior Division), gave away the trophies to the winners 
and podium finishers. 

I would like to thank all the students and teachers for organizing this 
wonderful event. I am especially grateful to Mr. Talbot, whose passion for 
chess made this event possible. To many who are not fond of physical 
sports, IH Chess presents them an opportunity to represent their house 
and showcase their talent in the mind sports.

Tay Yi Xiang (5 CKS) (1st in Senior Division)

Playing IH Chess was a great experience this year. The tournament 
brought together a vibrant community of chess enthusiasts from all the 
houses, and every round became as much about gamesmanship as about 
reuniting with friends and getting to know others who, like them, are 
passionate about the game. Overall, it was really fun, we strategized 
and encouragedone another on the boards. One of the best parts was 
laughing over our ridiculous mistakes with my friends. I enjoyed 
representing my house for this event, and found it was really fun.

Ryoji Yamamoto (5 TCT)










