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Dear Students, Parents and Friends,

Earlier this month, I had the opportunity to attend the IB Global Conference in Singapore, 

where the theme άhǳǊ Humanity, /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘέ brought together educators and leaders from 

around the world. It was a timely and meaningful exploration of how we can build deeper, 

more empathetic relationships within our schools, and equip young people to lead with 

compassion in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.

The conference highlighted many important areas including wellbeing, belonging, 

sustainability, and international-mindedness. However, at the heart of it all was the simple, 

powerful idea that human connection matters. As educators, we are reminded that learning 

does not happen in isolation; it is nurtured in community, in dialogue, and in relationships 

built on mutual respect and care.

This message resonated with me, especially in the context of our own school community. At 

ACS (International), we are fortunate to have a rich diversity of cultures, languages, and 

perspectives represented on our campus. That diversity is not just a feature of our school, it 

is one of our greatest strengths. It challenges us to listen more, understand more, and           

grow together.

The conference theme naturally aligns with the Christian ethos of ACS. Our belief in the 

inherent worth of every individual and our commitment to servant leadership, kindness, and 

justice deeply complement the L.Ωǎ mission to develop caring, internationally minded 

people. It served as a good reminder that we are called not only to succeed, but to serve.

It was encouraging to see that many of the ideas shared at the conference are already 

reflected in what we do, from our emphasis on student voice, to our House system that 

fosters connection across year levels, to the many ways our students lead service initiatives 

and community-building efforts.

The conference challenged me to continue to strengthen the connections that define our 

humanity not only in theory, but in the day-to-day moments of kindness, care, and 

understanding that shape the culture of our school.

Gavin Kinch
Principal
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Term 1 Commendation Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded the tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ List for Effort and Achievement, Distinction for Effort and 
Achievement, Commendation for Effort and Achievement, and Commendation for Effort:
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World Mathematics Championship 
On 15 February 2025, 12 students from ACS (International) participated in the Senior Regionals of the World Mathematics Championship (WMC) 
at UWC South East Asia (Dover Campus). Meanwhile, on 22 February 2025, 9 students took part in the Secondary Regionals held at UWC South 
East Asia (East Campus). Students from Years 4 to 6 competed in the Senior Regionals, while students from Years 2 and 3 represented the school 
in the Secondary Regionals. 

The WMC brought together top young mathematicians from international schools in Singapore, and our students rose to the challenge with 
determination, teamwork, and passion. Our school is proud of  the 21 participants, all of whom dedicated time and effort in preparation for these 
regionals. They are listed in the tables below.

Secondary Regionals Competition

Kwak Taehun 2 LSG

Kim Geonwoo 2 SVM

Kim Seoha 2 TKK

Cheng Nuo 2 TKK

Lee Xin Ze Lucas 2 LSG

Wilson Ho 2 SVM

Seong Yeonwoo Brian 3 THO

Kim Jeeyoo 3 OLD

Zhang Yuhan 3 LSG

Senior Regionals Competition

Park Yoonha 4 SVM

Ashton Mikael Gozali 4 TCT

Zou Ziyuan 4 LSG

Yu Haoxuan 5 LSG

Jin Zixuan 5 TKK

Lin Ziting 5 CKS

Jayden Christian Budiman 5 SVM

Lee Hyeonjoon 5 LSG

Tetsushi Aoyama 5 TCT

Cheng Tin Wing 5 TKK

Sung Geonwoo 5 LSG

Lee Seungah 5 LSG

Out of the 20 Golden Tickets that were awarded exclusively to outstanding 
mathematicians in the Senior Regionals Competition, we are especially proud 
to announce that 6 of our students earned the prestigious Golden Ticket. This 
Golden Ticket grants them the opportunity to attend the WMC Finals at 
Imperial College London in July this year. 

Golden Ticket Recipients

Park Yoonha 4 SVM

Ashton Mikael Gozali 4 TCT

Yu Haoxuan 5 LSG

Jayden Christian Budiman 5 SVM

Tetsushi Aoyama 5 TCT

Sung Geonwoo 5 LSG

The WMC challenges students not only on individual problem-solving skills 
but also on collaboration and creative thinking in mathematics. Participation 
in such an esteemed competition is a significant achievement in itself, and 
we commend all our students for their dedication, enthusiasm, and strong 
representation of ACS (International).

The World Mathematics Championship (WMC) was a wonderful opportunity 
to explore mathematics in a fun and unique way. Unlike traditional 
mathematics Olympiads, this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ WMC consisted of multiple fast-paced 
and exciting mathematical games that required students to think outside of 
the box to find creative solutions to novel problems. From the strategic 
duels to the enigmatic codebreaker rounds and challenging crypto activities, 
WMC unlocked a deeper and more passionate understanding of 
mathematics. Additionally, WMC gave me the chance to mingle and connect 
with other like-minded lovers of mathematics. At the end of the day, many 
of our students were recognised with awards for their excellence in the 
various competition categories. Congratulations to all our winners and see 
you next year!

Jayden Christian Budiman (5 SVM)

On 22 February, our team participated in the World Mathematics 
Championships held at UWC South East Asia (East Campus). This 
full-day event featured exciting competitions and engaging 
activities which tested our mathematical abilities and teamwork. 
My personal favourite was the Pursuit Round, where we had             
to solve eight challenging problems within an hour. 

Through a range of activities from constructing a small          
catapult and deciphering coded patterns, we strengthened            
our communication, collaboration, and problem-solving skills. 
Contrary to the common perception that mathematics is             
purely about solving equations and calculating numbers, this 
competition demonstrated that it also requires creativity, strategy 
and even physical abilities. By the end of the day, we were 
completely exhausted but happy. This experience changed my 
perspective towards mathematics, showing me that it is not just 
about numbers but also about innovation, synergy, and, most 
importantly, having fun.

Seong Yoonwoo Brian (3 THO)
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ACS (International) 139th CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ нлth Birthday Celebrations

Weeks of diligent preparation and rehearsals finally came to fruition on             
Friday 28 February 2025, when ACS (International) celebrated the 139th ACS 
CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day as well as its 20th anniversary. The ACS (International) Sports Hall 
came alive at 8.30am that day as the CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day celebrations commenced 

with the flag parade, comprising the Singapore flag, ACS Flag, House Flags, and 
the flags representing the various nationalities of our student body, all played to 
the accompanying White Falcon (Medley) played by the ACS (International) 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

After the National Anthem, and Singapore Pledge, came a passionate rendition 
of the hymn To God Be The Glory. Then Principal Mr Gavin Kinch delivered his 
address commemorating the history of the founding of ACS, and the subsequent 
founding of ACS (International), and the role the school had played in the 
holistic and international-minded education. After the Contemporary Singers 

sang the Chris Tomlin piece Amazing Grace, Rev Jeremy Ong, pastor-in-charge of 
Holland Village Methodist Church (HVMC) delivered the CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day and        
20th birthday greetings from Bishop Philip Lim, Methodist Bishop of Singapore. 
This was then followed by a rendition of Coldplay classics from the                          
ACS (International) Wind Band, and Mr Andrew Kam delivering the greetings 

from the ACS OBA.

Our spirits rose after the Philharmonic Orchestra delivered a stirring rendition of 
Baba Yetu, the title piece of the video game Civilisation IV, setting the stage for 
the speech by the Guest of Honour, Rev Anthony Lee, pastor-in-charge of 

Pentecost Methodist Church. Rev Lee reflected on his days as an ACS alumnus 
and highlighted how the diversity of the ACS (International) student body set the 
stage for building internationally-minded alumni who were leaders in various 
fields and endeavours since their graduation from the school. He also 
highlighted how past ACS alumni such as the late Dr Goh Keng Swee, the late 

President SR Nathan, and current President Tharman Shanmugaratnam had 
distinguished themselves in leadership and public service.

Rev Lee then expounded on Psalm 139 and exhorted all present to put their 
trust in God for their future, especially as they remember three important points 
from his homily:
1. God knows everything about us and our needs;
2. God knows the end from the beginning;
3. God knows the future and each ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ potential.

The video entries of the Inter-House Film Festival were then showed, and               
Dr Kristopher Joseph Achter, Vice Principal (Junior Division) then presented 
prizes to the top three winners:
1st place ς GHK
2nd place ς TCT
3rd place ς CKS

The Contemporary Singers then rounded off the celebrations with their 
rendition of In Christ Alone, after which the ACS OBA and Tan Chin Tuan 
Integrity Awards were presented to the following current and past students:

ACS OBA Award (Gold)
Declan Loh Kin Shin (6 TCT 2024)
Cheng Ting Wing (4 TKK 2024)

ACS OBA Award (Silver)

Om Nitin Acharekar (6 CKS 2024)
Sophie Beh (4 SVM 2024)

Tan Chin Tuan Integrity Award
Aryan Asri (6 TCT 2024)

Video montages comprising photographs from past years in the school, and 20th 

birthday greetings from past alumni and current students then followed.

The CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day celebrations came to an end after a painting by Emma Siow 

and Hong Young Rou, showing a griffin-like creature majestically surveying the 
past milestones of the ACS journey, while looking bravely and confidently into 
the future, was then presented to Rev Lee.
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The ACS (International) celebrations then got off to rousing start with a video showing 
Mr Gavin Kinch having a meal outside the school when he is suddenly informed that he 
needs to be present back at school for the CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day and 20th anniversary 
celebrations. The video showed Mr Kinch quickly racing back to school, amid obstacles. 
A large cake decorated with photos from past years in the school was unveiled and 
everyone present received a slice of the ACS (International) 20th birthday cake.

The rest of the day was devoted to a spectacular ACSprit de Corps presentation of 
student talent as well as great food offerings for one and all.

All in all, it was a truly stunning end to the ACS (International) 139th CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day and 
20th birthday celebrations. The Best Is Yet To Be!
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ACS (International) Chamber Orchestra Performance 
ς Echoes Through Time
The DBS Foundation Outdoor Theatre at the Esplanade came alive for nearly 2 hours 
on Friday 28 February when the ACS (International) Chamber Orchestra gave two 
performances that evening. The performances were part of the Cool Classics 
programme and a fitting way to celebrate the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 20th birthday.

ACS (International) Principal Mr Gavin Kinch introduced the performances and then 
the emcee, Kiss92 DJ and ACS (International) alumnus Shawnia Seah took over. Under 
the capable and charismatic baton of Maestro Lim Soon Lee, the orchestra wasted no 
time as they led everyone into a spirited rendition of Johann {ǘǊŀǳǎǎΩǎ Radetzky March, 
which was then adroitly followed by Journey to Zarcon from Final Fantasy 10.

Ms Samantha Chong then led the Wind Band in a tribute to the days of good old rock 
and roll and jukebox dance with a medley of the old hits Venus, Love Me Tender and 
Rock Round the Clock before the orchestra and Maestro Lim returned to enthral the 
audience with the haunting melody of ¢ŎƘŀƛƪƻǾǎƪȅΩǎ Swan Lake, followed by .ǊŀƘƳǎΩ 
Hungarian Dance No. 5, after which came a string arrangement of the Van Halen hit 
Dreams. The performances were so passionately played that a string of one of the 
violins snapped!

Shawnia and the orchestra then came on board to stir our hearts as she sang the song 
For Forever from Dear Evan Hansen. Wang /ƘŜƴǿŜƛΩǎ Singapore Medley was next as 
the audience hummed and tapped their feet as the orchestra played the medley of         
Di Tanjong Katong, Oh Singapore, Munneru Valiba, and many other local favourites.

But Maestro Lim saved the best for last as he moved on to the Grammy-winning video 
game score of Baba Yetu from the video game Civilisation IV, before rounding off the 
performance to the claps and applause accompanying hŦŦŜƴōŀŎƘΩǎ Orpheus in the 
Underworld, popularly known as the Can-can.

This was no doubt an evening to remember as everyone left the Outdoor Theatre full 
of praise for the hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΩǎ musical prowess, the capable leadership of Maestro Lim 
and Ms Chong, and the lovely support everyone enjoyed.

Happy 20th birthday ACS (International)! The Best Is Yet To Be!
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Heartfelt thanks to the Physical Education (PE) 
department for the enormous effort that went into the 
smooth running and organisation of the annual ACS 
(International) Sports Day this year. The parent 
supporters, the wonderful weather, the hard work of 
the staff and student leaders, all contributed to a very 
successful event.

Sports Day 2025 was a thrilling one and a day to 
cherish, and Oldham is delighted to have won the 
overall championship! From the first event to the final 
relay, our team gave it their all, showing commitment, 
determination, and sportsmanship. It was not just 
about winning the races and scoring points, but also the 
application of effort, team spirit, and unwavering 
encouragement of each other. All that morning (6 
March), Oldham athletes pushed themselves to the 
limit, on the track, in the field events, or cheering 
others in the stands. Each sprint, each jump, and each 
throw demonstrated hard work as we attended each 
practice. Even when it was challenging, we were there 
for each other, demonstrating that victory is not nearly 
as much about personal talent as it is about 
encouraging each other like a team.

The highlight of the day were the relay races. With 
every baton handover, tension mounted and                 
when we crossed the finishing line, the energy and 
pride of Oldham House was not in doubt. Cheers from                
our teammates and supporters generated an           
electric atmosphere.

Winning Sports Day is one that we will forever cherish, 
but most importantly, it has taught us the principles of 
perseverance, friendship, and determination. An 
enormous thank you to our supporters, students, and 
teachers who made this all possible. Oldham, this 
victory is for everyone, and we couldn't have achieved 
this without each other! 

Arunima Jaitawat (2 OLD)

Oldham Crowned Sports Day 2025 Champions
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Sports Day Cheer 2025
On 5 March, parents and guardians from all eight Houses of ACS 
(International) gathered to create vibrant άŎƘŜŜǊέ posters. Their goal 
was to design bright, oversized signs to inspire and support student-
athletes as they competed in the annual Sports Day event at ACJC the 
next day (6 March).

In the weeks leading up to the event, parents eagerly collaborated 
online, designing graphics to complement their poster masterpieces. 
While the Parent School Partners (PSP) provided tools and materials, 
many also prepared trinkets and decorations from home to bring extra 
spirit to Sports Day Cheer. A friendly design competition was already 
beginning to take shape!

For two hours, John Wesley Hall buzzed with energy as nearly                 
20 parents ς many meeting in person for the first time ς worked in 
small teams, adding a creative sports-themed twist to their designs. 
Despite the initial unfamiliarity, the parents were pleasantly surprised 
by how much fun they had, sharing laughs and looking forward to the 
big day.

Thank you, parents, for adding glitter and excitement to Sports Day 
2025. Your presence and involvement not only brightens this activity 
but shows an undeniable care for your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ engagement at school. 
We look forward to meeting you at our next PSP workshop in Term 2!

PSP Exco
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Feasting, Fun and Fond Memories
This year marks a momentous milestone in the history of ACS 
(International) as we celebrated the 20th birthday of the school 
on 28 February. Themed άIƻƴƻǳǊƛƴƎ the Past, Shaping the 
CǳǘǳǊŜέΣ the event was a heartfelt tribute to the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ rich 
journey, remarkable achievements, and radiant aspirations. By 
8am that day, the Sports Hall was already bustling with more than 
1,000 students, teachers, staff, alumni, church members of 
Holland Village Methodist Church (HVMC) and Parent School 
Partners (PSP) Exco members and parent volunteers, waiting to 
commemorate the day with inspiring speeches by the Principal  
Mr Gavin Kinch and Guest of Honour, Rev. Anthony Lee,          
followed by a big birthday blowout of 1,000 cake slices and special 
performances  by students.

This was followed by a massive school-wide group photo at the 
sports field and ACSprit de Corps ς a food-and-drinks carnival 
extravaganza, courtesy of PSP which covered the student centre 
and canteen areas. At the basketball court, students battled it out 
with creative House challenges while enjoying a cup of refreshing 
bubble tea, thanks to HVMC.  It was an unforgettable event that 
was made possible with the unwavering support and contributions 
of over 60 dedicated PSP Exco and parent volunteers.

Wishing ACS International many more years of greatness and 
success! Congratulations & Happy CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day.

PSP Exco 

Being a new parent at ACS (International), I jumped at the chance to sign up 
as a volunteer for the ACSpirt de Corps when the link was made available. 
What better way to get to know the school and community than through 
volunteering? Though I originally signed up to help with grilled cheese, I was 
asked if I could assist with sliders instead, as more help was needed. I gamely 
agreed as I was happy to pitch in wherever the team needed the most 
support. The process of procuring fresh ingredients for the preparation was 
nothing compared to the actual event. The teamwork among the slider team 
parents was incredible from the start. From slicing tomatoes to assembling 
the sliders and serving them to staff and students, everything went smoothly 
without a hitch. Despite the ΨƭŀōƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΩ tasks, we had an absolute 
blast, making merry while making sliders to feed our stall visitors. At the end 
of the event, the slider team celebrated our ΨŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩ with an ice 
cream cone each, followed by warm and sweaty hugs, congratulating each 
other on a job well done!

Personally, volunteering at this event was a truly enriching experience. It was 
inspiring to see first-hand the closeness of the school community. I especially 
enjoyed the camaraderie among all the volunteers. What stood out for me 
most was how well-mannered and polite the students were and it was 
evident that the right values are being instilled in them. The moment that 
really warmed my heart was when one of the students came to our stall at 
the end of the event to personally thank us for volunteering our time. This 
simple act of gratitude meant so much!

A huge thank you to the PSP for giving new parents like me an opportunity to 
volunteer alongside such wonderful parents, and those meaningful 
interaction with staff, alumni and students of the school.

Lastly, LΩŘ like to extend my heartfelt congratulations and a special blessing 
for ACS International on its 20th Birthday celebration! IŜǊŜΩǎ to many more 
great years, THE BEST IS YET TO BE, TO GOD BE THE GLORY

Alicia Israel, Year 1 Parent of Zoe Israel
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As a Year 1 parent, it was a deeply meaningful experience to participate 
in ACSprit de Corps. I felt the strong sense of community at ACS 
(International), and I am grateful to have been involved in such a vibrant 
and wonderful event. Helping out with the balloon team and the drink 
team was both fun and rewarding. Inflating and shaping the balloons, 
preparing and serving lime juice, and carrying out these tasks alongside 

enthusiastic volunteers gave me a real sense of unity in striving to make 
the event a success. It was heartwarming to see the students, teachers, 
and alumni enjoying themselves.

One of the most memorable moments was seeing my son wearing the 
ACS (International) blazer. When we moved from Japan to Singapore in 
2021, my son could not speak English, and now, seeing him grow and 
become a part of ACS (International), I was truly overjoyed. Watching him 
and his friends enjoy this wonderful event, I could strongly feel the values 
and traditions that ACS (International) holds dear.

I hope that ACS (International) will continue to nurture this incredible 
sense of unity and community spirit in the future. I also look forward to 
staying actively involved and carrying the experiences gained from this 
event with me.

Mika Yoshinari, Year 1 Parent of Shusei Yoshinari

As an ACS Mum for 12 years, it gave me great pride and joy to serve in 
my last CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day at ACS. Looking back, it has been an incredible 
journey filled with many wonderful memories, hours of sweat and tears 
and ultimately, immense joy whenever the plans that have been put in 
place come to fruition. This year was no exception. Being a part of ACS 
(International)'s ACSprit de Corps was a great privilege and honour, 
especially as a cake bearer for my children's House, SVM. What struck 
me most was that as I was serving the cake to all the students of SVM, 
willing hands and hearts stepped forward and helped me distribute the 
cakes with smiles and happy faces, in the dark, no less. It spoke volumes 
of the level of initiative and serving spirits these students have and I 
know it would have made the founders of the school proud of the 
sterling young people they are cultivating till this day.

As I reflect over all that the school has done and will continue to do for 

their students and their families, I am filled with gratitude to have been a 
part of the ACS family for so long and made many wonderful friendships. 
So, Happy CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ Day, ACS, and a very blessed 20th birthday, ACS 
(International). May God continue to bless the work of your hands as you 
seek tirelessly to grow and develop young minds and steely spirits with 
hearts of compassion!

Liza Tay, Year 6 Parent of Allison and Zachary Tan
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Students Performance at IB Conference 2025
On 20th March, we were honoured to be offered an opportunity to perform during 
the Opening ceremony of the IB Global Conference held in Singapore, showcasing 
the intercultural fusion of our school, playing the Guzheng, cello and violin. It is 
truly our privilege to be part of this event which shares with the audience a blend 
of both Western and Chinese instruments. As the representative speaker, I was 
especially thrilled to be given the chance to deliver and convey our message in 
front of the crowd, and collaborate with my team to express the graceful melodies 
of our song. At the end of the performance, it was certain that we had reaped the 
fruits of our labour, and it was definitely worth it all. Gratefully, the performance 
was warmly welcomed by our priceless audience.

Throughout the experience, we were fortunate to have the guidance and support 
of the many teachers that sacrificed their time to help us prepare our 
performance. Of course, we could never forget our principal, Mr Kinch, who had 
presented us the golden opportunity of performing for everyone at the IB global 
conference. Last but not least, I would like to thank my wonderful teammates, 
Matthew, Sophie and Yifan for the countless sacrificed hours and encouragement 
during the practice. We hope everyone enjoyed our performance as much as             
we did!

Performers:
Lo Cheuk Chun Amina 4THO
Wen Yifan 4THO
Lee Chia-wei Sophie 6THO
Yeung Ching Hei Matthew 6SVM
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HL Business Management Students 
Explore Social Enterprises
The HL Business Management students had the 
opportunity to deepen their understanding of social 
enterprises through an insightful visit to Bettr Coffee, 
{ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎ first certified B-Corp coffee company.

The Year 5 students visited on 13 and 17 February 2025, 
while the Year 6 students explored the enterprise on                
25 March. The experience provided valuable real-world 
insights into how social enterprises operate, the human 
needs they address, and the challenges they face in 
remaining sustainable. Students learnt about Bettr 
/ƻŦŦŜŜΩǎ mission to empower disadvantaged individuals by 
providing barista training and employment opportunities. 
The visit allowed them to examine the company's long-
term strategies for maintaining financial and social 
sustainability, equipping them with key concepts relevant 
to their Business Management curriculum.

A special highlight for the Year 6 students was a Latte 
Art session, where they practiced the craft of creating 
intricate designs in coffee. This hands-on activity                 
not only enhanced their appreciation for the skill                
and dedication required in the industry but also                 
provided valuable context for their Paper 3, which focuses 
on social enterprises.

This enriching experience reinforced the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
understanding of the role of social enterprises in bridging 
business with social good, leaving them inspired by the 
impact such models can create in the world.






















