DRUGS, ALCOHOL, SMOKING
AND VAPING POLICY

Guiding Statement

To provide a safe, welcoming and affirming environment reflecting the school’s child protection and
safeguarding guidelines, to develop students socially, physically, emotionally, intellectually and
spiritually.

Preamble

ACS (International) Singapore is committed to the safety and wellbeing of every student in our care.
The use of drugs, alcohol, cigarettes and vapes poses risks to the health, development, and future
prospects of young people. These substances can cause direct physical and psychological harm and
may also lead students into risky behaviours or unsafe social environments. For some individuals, drug
and alcohol use can have far-reaching consequences not just for themselves but for their families,
communities, and society at large.

In young people especially, these substances can impact brain development, mental health, academic
achievement, relationships, and life opportunities. Therefore, ACS (International) takes a clear and
strong stance on drug, alcohol, smoking and vaping-related issues.

All students must be empowered to make safe, informed, and responsible decisions. The school has a
responsibility to educate, care for, and uphold high behavioural standards. This is achieved through a
combination of:

e Pastoral Care Programme.
e Proactive pastoral care.
¢ Clear and firm consequences for breaches of expectations.

Aims of This Policy

In accordance with Singapore law (including the Misuse of Drugs Act, Tobacco Control Act, and Liquor
Control Act), ACS (International) aims to:

1. Provide a clear, age-appropriate education programme on the risks and realities of drugs, alcohol,
cigarettes and vapes, and the social and psychological mechanisms by which students may be drawn
into their use.

2. Empower students to avoid peer pressure and to make values-based decisions regarding substance
use.

3. Maintain clear and consistent disciplinary procedures for any substance-related incidents involving
students.

4. Offer pastoral support and structured intervention for any student at risk.

Prohibited Substances and Contexts

The possession, use, or distribution of illegal drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, vapes, or other harmful
substances is strictly prohibited in school and in any school-related context. This includes, but is not
limited to:

e While wearing the school uniform.
e During school hours.

e On school trips (local or overseas).
e At school-sponsored events.

e On or near school premises.
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Such behaviour will be treated as a serious disciplinary offence and may result in suspension or
permanent exclusion, depending on the circumstances. The school may notify the Singapore Police
Force in line with the Misuse of Drugs Act and other relevant legislation.

Response to Incidents

All incidents involving suspected or actual substance use, possession, or distribution must be reported
to the Principal. Suspicion may arise from changes in behaviour, reports from peers, or the discovery of
relevant items or substances.

While staff offer support and guidance, students must understand that disclosures involving illegal
activities cannot remain confidential. Information will be shared with senior leaders and may result in
further action.

The school reserves the right to conduct searches of student property including bags, and lockers when
there are reasonable grounds for suspicion. Such searches will be done respectfully and in accordance
with school policy.

Out-of-School Incidents

Substance use outside of school is primarily a pastoral concern. However, it may still fall within the
school’s disciplinary remit if:

e It brings the school into disrepute.
e It involves other ACS (International) students.
e There are concerns for the student’s health and safety.

In such cases, the school may initiate disciplinary action or involve external agencies as needed.

Pastoral Support

ACS (International) provides a robust pastoral care framework. Students who are at risk of or involved
in substance use may be offered support including:

e Referral to a school counsellor

e Support from the school nurse, Head of House or House Tutor

e Referrals to external support services or medical professionals

o Participation in a supportive contract outlining expectations and support structures

Agency Reporting
Possessing, consuming, or supplying controlled drugs is a criminal offence in Singapore.
When students are caught using or possessing drugs, e-vaporisers, cigarettes or alcohol, the prohibited

product will be confiscated, parents are informed, and school-based sanctions are taken. Recalcitrant
offenders may be referred to Health Sciences Authority (HSA).

Depending on the nature of the use or supply, the school may report incidents to the Singapore Police
Force. This is not done with punitive intent, but in the interest of protecting students, the school
community, and upholding the law.

Alcohol
The consumption of alcohol by students is prohibited on school grounds and at all school-related events.

Any possession or use of alcohol by students in a school context will be treated as a serious offence and
may result in exclusion.



Smoking and Vaping
Smoking and vaping are strictly prohibited on school grounds and at all school-related activities.

Students found in possession or using cigarettes or vapes may face disciplinary consequences including
suspension or exclusion.

When the vaping includes taking illegal drugs the sanctions will be more severe, and can include
permanent expulsion from the school

Sanctions

Sanctions regarding these issues will be treated as Level 3 or 4 behaviours according to the school’s
Behaviour Management Guidelines.

Past sanctions will be taken into account for leadership selection and Leadership Colours commendation.

Smoke free campus
The school is a smoke free campus.

The school will take appropriate action for student caught on campus vaping, smoking, drinking alcohol
or taking illegal drugs.
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