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DearStudents,Parentsand Friends,

Welcome to the beginning of another school year at ACS(International). It has been
wonderful to seethe campuscomealiveagainwith students,staff, and families,and to feel

the senseof energy and purpose that marks the start of a new academicyear. To our

returning families,welcomeback,and to those joiningour communityfor the first time, we
aredelightedto haveyouwith us.

Aswe lookaheadto the yearbeforeus,we areguidedby the wordsof Matthew 5:16:

ά[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ

This verse will shape our priorities throughout 2026. It reminds us that learning,

relationships,service,and characterare deeply connected,and that each member of our

community has a role to play. In particular, it underpins our ongoing focus on student
wellbeingand belonging,ensuringeveryyoungpersonfeelsknown, valued,and supported

astheygrowacademically,socially,andspiritually.

At this time of year, we extend warm wishes to our community as we look forward to

celebratingthe LunarNew Year. Thisseasonoffers an opportunity to reconnectwith family

and friends, honour tradition, and look ahead with optimism. We wish our students
travellingover the break,a safeandenjoyabletime backhome.

We are proud to reflect on the achievementsof our graduatingcohorts from 2025. Once
again,our students demonstratedcommitment and resilience,achievingstrong outcomes

acrossboth the IB DiplomaProgrammeand IGCSE. Theseresultsreflect the hard work of

students,the professionalismand care of our staff, and the strong partnership we share
with families.

Aswe move into 2026, theǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎnew StrategicPlanwill be releasedto the communityin
the comingweeks. I thank students,staff andparentsfor their thoughtful contributions. The

plan will guidethe next phaseof theǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎdevelopmentand help shapeour priorities for

the yearsahead.

Another important focusthis yearwill be how we engagethoughtfullyand responsiblywith

artificial intelligence. We will be seekingfeedbackfrom studentsand parentsaswe develop
sharedexpectationsaroundthe useof AI in learning,ensuringit supportscuriosity,integrity,

andmeaningfulhumanconnection.

Thank you to our staff for their commitment and to our families for their trust and

partnership. I look forward to the year aheadas we work together to support our young

peopleandhelp their light to shine.

GavinKinch
Principal

January 2026
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Nathan Alexandro Tjhe 
Receives Distinction Award
We are thrilled to announcethat Nathan Alexandro Tjhe
(6 SVM)hasbeen recognisedfor his exceptionalwriting and
researchpotential in the 2025LumiereScholarsEssayAward.

Competingagainstmore than 2,000 submissionsfrom 111
countries, Nathan was awarded the prestigiousDistinction
Award. This honour is a testament to Nathan'shard work,
clarityof thought,andacademiccuriosity.

In addition to this honour,Nathanhasbeenawardeda $500
scholarshipto participate in the LumiereIndividualResearch
Programme. Over the next 12 weeks,he will work one-on-
onewith a PhDmentor from a world-classinstitution (suchas
Harvard, Stanford, or Oxford) to produce a college-level
researchpaper.

Please join us in celebrating bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎincredible global
achievement!

EconBowlCompetition
LastNovember,the ACS(International) QuizBowl Club
sent two teams to compete at the annual EconBowl
hostedby the YouthEconomicsInitiative,wherethey put
their knowledge on economic history, theory, and
applicationto the test.

Our participants from ACS (International) made up
of JacobChristopherBudiman(5 SVM),JaiSarkar(5 CKS),
WoochanLee(5 OLD),and AaravAshishRanjan(5 OLD)
ranked12th out of more than 200 teamsfrom a myriad
of countries around the world. The team, captained
by Jacob, credited dedication and passion to their
achievement, as they had spent weeks preparing
for this tournament. The ACS (International) Senior
team, made up of JaydenChristianBudiman(6 SVM),
SosukeOdagiri(6 SVM),andTomomasaMasuda(6 GHK)
alsoparticipatedin EconBowl2025, andthey alsoput up
acommendablefight.

As the QuizBowl Clubcapsoff their debut year, 2025,
with three team awardsand one individual award, they
lookto capitaliseon their momentumin 2026.

For enquires regarding the Quiz Bowl Club, e-mail 
jayden.budiman@acsinternational.edu.sgor 
jacob.budiman@acsinternational.edu.sg

JaydenChristianBudiman(6 SVM)and
JacobChristopherBudiman(5 SVM)

ACS(International) welcomesthe following new staff
who joinedusin 2026.

1. Ms Siti Khadijah Binte IsmailςTeacher of Geography

2. Mr Bruce Siow Vee-Leen ςTeacher of English

3. Ms Nataly Pena Melo ςTeacher of Spanish

4. Ms Monica Oo ςAccounts Officer

STAFF NEWS

STUDENT SUCCESSES

mailto:jayden.budiman@acsinternational.edu.sg
mailto:jacob.budiman@acsinternational.edu.sg
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ThisȅŜŀǊΩǎEOYCampallowedme to experiencemanythingsthat I would not normallyhaveexperiencedon a trip to a foreigncountry,suchasplanting
mangrovetrees,learningmore about the localpeople,andperhapsmostembarrassingly,confrontingmy fear of heights. I havebeenafraid of heights

for over a year now and this trip was an opportunity for me to confront that fear head on. Throughactivities suchas skywalk,rock climbing, and
coconuttree climbing,I alsomanagedto takethe first stepsin tacklingmy fear of heights.

In conclusion,this EOYCamphasallowedthe studentsparticipatingin it to experiencemanynew thingsthey havenot experiencedbefore,resulting

in muchfun andexcitementasa result,while creatingmanyunforgettablememories.

ChrisWalterYan(4 THO)

²ƻǊƭŘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ /ǳǇ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

Champions (Yale University)

From4ς11 Novemberlast year,studentsArjun SubashPrabu

(3 LSG)and Matthew Yi Kai (2 LSG)had the honour of

representingACS(International)at the World{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩCup

Tournamentof Champions,heldat YaleUniversity,USA.

The World{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩCupjourney beganearlier in the year,

where we successfullyqualifiedthrough the RegionalRound

in Singaporeand the GlobalRoundin Bangkok,earningthe

opportunity to compete at the highest level of the

competition. The Tournament of Champions brought

together more than 2,500 students from 67 countries and

territories, making it a truly global and highly competitive

academicevent.

Over the courseof the seven-day tournament,we took part

in a seriesof rigorous and intellectually demandingevents,

including the {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩBowl,{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩChallenge,Writing,

and Debate. Competingalongsidesome of the best young

scholars from around the world was both exciting and

challenging. Despite the intense competition, our team

performed strongly across all categories, earning a

combination of gold and silver medals with Arjun Subash

Prabuplacing19th globallyin the writing Championship,out

of more than 2,500 participants. Beyond the medals and

rankings, this journey has been a wonderful learning

experience. It strengthenedour critical thinking, teamwork,

and communicationskills,and allowedus to meet and learn

from studentsof diversebackgroundsand cultures from all

over the world.

We are deeplygrateful to ACS(International),aswell asour

teachers and tutors, for their unwavering support and

guidancethroughout this journey. Representingour school

on sucha prestigiousglobal platform has been an honour,

andwe are incrediblyproudof what we haveachieved.

ArjunSubashPrabu(3 LSG)
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GlobalYoungScientistsSummit
Thismonth, I hadthe privilegeof participatingin the GlobalYoungScientists
Summit (GYSS). GYSSbrings together outstandingyoung researchersand
someof theǿƻǊƭŘΩǎmost distinguishedscientificmindsto discussemerging
trends in scienceand technology,future gamechangers,and how research
canaddressmajor globalchallenges.

The interdisciplinary Summit covers fields such as physics, chemistry,
medicine,mathematics,computerscience,andengineering. Throughoutthe
week,I attendeda wide rangeof lecturesandpaneldiscussionsdeliveredby
NobelPrize,TuringAward,FieldsMedal, and Millennium TechnologyPrize
laureates. Listeningto thesescientistssharetheir ground-breakingresearch
andpersonalacademicjourneyswasinspiringandthought-provoking.

As a 16-year-old student, it was a rare and invaluableexperienceto be
surroundedby PhDstudents,researchers,and professorsfrom around the
world. Despite differences in age and academic background, the
environment was welcoming and intellectually stimulating. During group
activities, I worked with other participants to designa prototype robot to
solve everydaychallengesfaced by elderly people, which highlighted the
importanceof applyingscientific ideasto real-world problems. One of the
most memorable moments of the Summit was engaging in a direct
conversationwith ProfessorDuncanHaldane,the 2016NobelPrizelaureate
in Physics,discussingscientificcuriosity,perseverance,andthe responsibility
of researchersin shaping the future. I also spoke with ProfessorLeslie
Valiant, recipient of the 2010 Turing Award, who emphasisedthat his
greatesthopefor youngscientistsis that we alwaysbe curious. In addition,a
panel discussionfeaturing five distinguishedfemale scientistspowerfully
conveyedhow women couldexcelin scienceand standat the forefront of
globaltechnologicalinnovation,whichdeeplyencouragedandinspiredme.

TheGYSSwasnot only an academicexperience,but alsoa powerful source
of motivationandinspirationfor my future scientificjourney.

AnnieHuaiyuWang(5 LSG)
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A FirstStepinto Medicine
From17 to 21 November2025, I job-shadowedat TrueCareClinicin Sengkang,Singapore,anopportunityarrangedby DrHarshalAndhare.
Thiswasmy first exposureto primarycarefrom insidea functioningclinic. I observedDr DivyaLakshmimanagea wide rangeof patients,
includingchildrenwith minor illnesses,adultsattendingroutine consultations,and elderly patients living with chronicconditionssuchas
diabetes. I was struckby how quicklysheadaptedher communicationstyle to suit eachpatient, offering reassuranceto anxiousparents
while providing clear, detailed explanationsto older individuals. This highlighted the importance of emotional intelligenceand strong
communicationskillsin generalpractice.

I also observedhow sensitivelyhospital referrals were handled. In one memorablecaseinvolvingsuspectedkidney stones,the doctor
calmlyexplainedthe seriousnessof the conditionwhile reassuringthe patient and arranginga referral to a hospitalwith the appropriate
facilities. Thisshowedmehowclinicaljudgementmustbe balancedwith empathy,especiallyin stressfulsituations.

From1 to 5 December2025, I completedjob shadowingat AdityaEyeCareClinicin Pune,India,under the supervisionof Dr Atul Hegade.
Here,I observedoutpatient consultations,basicophthalmicdiagnostictests,andcataractsurgeries. Thisexperiencehelpedme appreciate
the precision,focus,andscientificunderstandingrequiredin ophthalmology. I wasparticularlyinterestedin howdiagnosticfindingsdirectly
influencedclinicaldecision-makingand treatment plans. Duringthe sameperiod, I alsoshadowedDr NeetaHegadeat PashankarHegade
DentalClinicin Pune. I observeddentalexaminations,the managementof tooth decay,the step-by-stepprocessof root canaltreatments,
andthe preparationandfitting of dentalcaps. I enjoyedlearninghowdentalanatomyanddiseaseprocessesguidepracticalproceduresand
patient care.

Thisexperiencehighlighted the importance of attention to detail and
patient comfort in dentistry. Acrossall three placements,I observed
consistent themes that extended beyond technical knowledge.
Professionalism,ethical conduct,patient confidentiality,and respectful
teamwork were evident in everysetting. I learnedthat medicineis not
only about diagnosingandtreating illness,but alsoabout buildingtrust,
communicatingclearly, and treating patients with compassion. These
experiencesgave me a deeper appreciation of the human side of
healthcareand reinforcedmy ambition to pursuea careerin medicine.
Observing dedicated healthcare professionals in real clinical
environments motivated me to develop the qualities of empathy,
resilience,andresponsibilitythat areessentialfor effectivepatient care.

I am thankful for all these various opportunities, and I ŎŀƴΩǘwait for
moresimilarexperiences!

SiyaKhair(5 THO)
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On 27 Decemberlast year, I had the privilegeof volunteering
at a Mobile Blood DonationDriveorganisedby the Singapore
Red Cross Society, in collaboration with Buona Vista
Community Club. Together with fellow ACS(International)
student volunteersNishyaSubashPrabu(6 LSG),Heidi Hoon
(6 LSG),and EmmaSiow(6 TKK). We supportedthe event in
various roles to ensure its smooth and safe operation. We
assistedwith registration,guideddonorsthrough the process,
and helped managelogisticsat the venue. While these tasks
seemedsimpleat first, we quicklyrealisedhow important they
were in creatinga calmandorganisedenvironmentfor donors.
Seeingpeople from the community willingly step forward to
donatebloodwasboth humblingandinspiring.

The drive was a meaningful success,with 86 registered
participantsand 54 units of blood collected. Knowingthat our
small contributions helped make a real difference gave us a
strongsenseof purposeandresponsibility.

Beyond the numbers, this experience taught us valuable
lessonsabout teamwork,empathy,andservice. We learnt how
community partnershipswork behind the scenesand how
collective effort can bring about impactful outcomes. It also
deepenedour appreciationfor the volunteersand healthcare
professionalswho dedicatetheir time regularlyto suchcauses.

This volunteering opportunity reminded us that giving back
does not always require grand gestures,but simply means
showing up, helping where needed,and supportinga cause
greaterthan ourselves. We are grateful for the opportunity to
representACS(International)and play a part in a meaningful
initiative that helpssavelives.

ArjunSubashPrabu(3 LSG)

Serving the Community, One Drop at a Time
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Orientation
On 6 January,ACS(International) warmly welcomed 240 new students
during a lively and action-packedOrientation programme. Thisspecialday
markedthe beginningof a fresh chapterfor the new students,andthe 21st

StudentCouncilwashonouredto play a role in introducingthem to the ACS
(International)community.

Centredaroundthe themeά!/{{ǳǇŜǊǿƻǊƭŘέΣthe Orientationwasdesigned
to promote teamwork and collaboration through a full day of engaging
games and activities. The orientees were divided into four exciting

kingdoms: Candy,Treasure,Lava,and Ocean,eachrepresentinga different
world of adventure.

Thedaybeganwith an energeticstart in the OldhamChapel,where the new
students attended a briefing and were formally introduced to the school.

Theywere then placedinto their OrientationGroups(OGs),where they got
to know one another through fun icebreakerssuch as CandyConfessions

andSugarDash.

Each OG was guided by three enthusiastic Orientation Group Leaders,
whosededicationand energyhelpeddrive the day forward. Together,the
groups moved around the school for a seriesof exciting station games,
rangingfrom SlipandSlideConnect4 on the field to DuellingKnightsheld in
the Old Blockclassrooms. A lively buzzcould be felt acrossthe campusas

students participated in their first large-scale activity of the day, the
Treasure Hunt, where teams worked together to solve tasks and race
towardsvictory.

Theafternoon brought even more excitement,asstudentsbondedthrough a
mix of wet and dry games. Activitiessuchas HungryHungryDragon,Balloon
Battle, SoapyBench, and the final showdown, Save the Queen, filled the
campuswith laughter and cheering,as students worked together to secure
points for their groups.

The Orientation concluded with a warm welcome speech by the Principal,
Mr Gavin Kinch,followed by a prayer led by PastorJeremyOng of Holland
VillageMethodist Church. Theday ended on a high note with spirited group
cheer performances,capturing the enthusiasmand unity formed throughout

the programme.

To top it all off, students performed their dance to άaƻǾŜYour CŜŜǘέΣ
reflecting the journey of fun, teamwork, and adventure they experienced
together throughout ACSSuperworld. The Student Councilextends sincere
thanksto everyonewho supportedthe event, includingour teachers,the 21st

PrefectorialBoard,Y5LCs,andPeerLeaders. We wishall new studentsthe very
bestasthey begintheir excitingjourneyat ACS(International).

Nathan Alexandro Tjhe (6 SVM) 

Orientation 1 In-Charge  (21st Student Council)
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ACS(International)ChamberOrchestraTour
From 16-25 November last year, the ACS(International) ChamberOrchestra embarked on our
Europeantour, travelling acrossPrague,Dresden,Berlin, and Hamburg. The tour offered not only
exposureto significantculturalexperiencesbut refined everyorchestraƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎartistry, worldview,
andalsotaught usabout what it takesto be a musician. At everyvenue,we performed to full-house
audiences,a responsibilitythat shapedthe depthwith whichwe approachedeachperformance.

Our first concert at St NicholasChurchin Praguewas exhilaratingyet humbling; being in a venue
shapedby centuriesof tradition reminded us how privilegedwe were to contribute to that legacy,
even if only through a single performance. Performing in such a historic venue required us to
heighten our precision in acoustic balance and ensemblecoordination. The following day, after
visit ing the Antonín5ǾƻǌłƪMuseum,we performed at the CzechMuseum of Music. Engagingwith
5ǾƻǌłƪΩǎlife and work earlier in the day added an unexpected emotional dimension to the
performance,groundingit in a broader historicaland cultural context. Thetransition from Pragueto

Dresden and Berlin required adaptability. Our performance at Katharinenhofim Uferpalaiswas
another full-houseconcert, and by then, the orchestrahad developeda deepercollectivecohesion.
The eveningwas made especiallymeaningfulby the presenceof Mr Lee ChongHock,{ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎ
Ambassadorto the FederalRepublicof Germany,andhis wife. Performingbefore representativesof
Singaporeabroad transformed the concert from a musicalshowcaseinto a musicalbridge linking
Singaporeansacrossborders. Despitetight schedulesandunfamiliaracousticsettings,we approached
the performancewith a senseof sharedpurpose. Visitingthe CheckpointCharlieMuseum in Berlin

after the concert offered a moment of reflection, reinforcing the significanceof liberty and the
privilegeof performingfreelyacrossborders.

Hamburg marked the concluding phase of the tour. Its deep-rooted musical identity created a

thoughtful backdropfor our final full-houseperformanceat St. Gertrude Kirche,where we played
with a clarity andconfidencethat reflected our developmentover the trip . A visit to SchwerinCastle
offered a welcome shift in pace, allowing us to step back from the intensity of travel and
performance. The experiencehighlighted how meaningful it is to explore the placesin which we

perform,not just musicallybut culturally.

Throughoutthe tour, the consistentpresenceof full-houseaudiencesreinforcedour responsibilityas
performers. Managing equipment, adapting to venues, rehearsing efficiently, and sustaining
performancequality despitetravel fatigue taught me the disciplinerequiredfor beinga musician. The
audiencesshowedus how powerful music can be when sharedacrosscultures: their attentiveness,
warmth,andappreciationmadeusrealisethe genuineimpactmusiccanhave.

KyraLim(6 CKS)

aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ:

This was my first overseas trip with the ACS

PhilharmonicOrchestra,where I had the opportunity
to perform beyondSingaporein citiessuchasPrague,
Berlin, and Hamburg. Experiencingdifferent musical
cultures and performance environments broadened
my perspectiveand strengthenedmy confidence in
unfamiliar settings. Performing in cold weather,

something entirely new to me, challenged me to
adaptquicklyandstayfocused. Overall,the trip wasa
meaningful learning experience that deepened my
commitment to the orchestra and motivated me to
continueimprovingasboth a violinistandviolist.

DannyZhouYangHao(4 THO)

I ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘhave asked for a better way to end my

journey with the orchestra, andLΩǾŜmade so many
unforgettable memories. It meant so much to
perform one last time with this community that has
beensucha big part of my ACSlife. Wishingeveryone
all the best, and I hope to see some of you
performingτor evenconductingτin future concerts.

BonoGajdek(6 CKS2025)

I'm so thankful to everyone who was part of this
memorablejourney. I cherishedeverymomentof the
trip, whichǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘhavebeenpossiblewithout all of

you. Thankyou to our teachersfor your patienceand
care,and to my fellow orchestramembersfor being
suchwonderful friends. Wishingyou all the very best
in your time at ACS,the bestis yet to be.

BenjaminFan(6 SVM2025)

Truly grateful for this unforgettable journey and the

peoplewho madeit so meaningful. Thankyou to our
teachers for your constant guidance,patience, and
care throughout the trip, andto everymemberof the
orchestra for the music, laughter, and shared

moments that made it so special. Beingpart of this
community has been a defining part of my time in
ACS,and LΩƭƭalways carry these memories with me
especiallyin my lastyearhere.

KyraLim(6 CKS)
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SingaporeCulturalOrientationTour
The SingaporeCultural Orientation Tour is part of the orientation
programme for new international students on a Student Pass. The
tour introducesstudents to {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎmulticultural societythrough
visits to Chinatown,Little India, and KampongGelam,helping them
understandlocal customs,traditions, and socialnorms. Alignedwith
the IB philosophy, the programme promotes international-

mindedness,cultural respect, responsiblebehaviour, as well as a
senseof belonging,supportingǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩsmooth transitioninto school
life in Singapore.

On 17 January,I was privileged to be part of the SingaporeCultural
OrientationTour. It wasexhilaratingto help other students,aswell as
myself, deepen our understanding of the diverse cultures in

Singapore. Thetour wasfilled with manyunforgettablememoriesand
provided ample opportunities not only to learn about the cultural
siteswe visited,but alsoto learn about the culturesof the orientees.

Our first location wasChinatown. Thebeautiful scenery,eye-catching
art, and savouryaromasprovided a warm welcometo the beginning
of the trip . In Chinatown,we conductedour first game,an Amazing
Race. Sprintingthrough the streets and hunting for traditional items

allowed me to work closely with my orientees and build stronger
relationships. We then travelled to the bustlingstreets of Little India
to visit the Indian Heritage Centre. The museum-like building

displayed various statues and ancient artefacts. My group and I
explored and learnt a great deal about Indian culture. Furthermore,
we played traditional Indian gamesand activities,suchas separating
white rice,andwatcheda traditional Indiandanceoutsidethe centre.

Lastly,we were dropped off at KampongGelam,where the vibrant

andimpressivearchitecturaldesignswowedusall. My group explored
the surroundings,walked through{ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎfamousHaji Lane,and
viewed the graffiti-covered streets, cafés,and photobooths. At this
final stop of the trip, my group andI enjoyedice creamto combat the
heat. Overall,despite minor hiccups,the cultural orientation tour ran

very smoothly. It was an honour and a joy to meet new people,
learn about different cultures, and explore Singapore. Truly an

unforgettableexperience.

AshtonGozali(5 TCT)
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CASProjectNutriQuest
On20 Novemberlast year,a team of studentsvisitedthe MWS
NursingHome as part of their CASproject, NutriQuest. Over
the pastsixmonths,the team hadbeendevelopinga nutrition-
trackingapp that usesAI technologyto analysemealsthrough
photographs. The project required sustained collaboration,
with eachmembercontributingtheir strengths.

The team comprised Aoi Hasegawa(6 CKS2025), Shunsei
Miyasaka (6 OLD 2025), Kensei Tsukamoto (6 THO 2025),
KazukiTsukamoto(6 THO2025), RinMiyasaka(6 GHK2025),
Uno Katayama(6 SVM2025), Liu Weizheng(6 TCT2025), and
TetsushiAoyama(6 TCT2025), with ShunseiMiyasakaserving
asthe maincomputerprogrammer.

Duringthe visit, the studentspresentedtheir appto healthcare
professionalsand engagedin meaningful discussionsto seek
feedback,allowing them to reflect on how their project could
be improved to better meet real-world needs. In addition to
the presentation, the team planned and facilitated creative
activitiessuchasorigamiandclaymodelling,fosteringpositive
interactionswith the elderlyresidents.

This experience enabled the students to demonstrate
commitment and perseverance, collaboration, and
engagementwith issuesof local significance,particularly in
supportingthe well-being of the elderly community. Through
listening to ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩstories and interacting directly with
them, the students developed a deeper awareness of
communityneedsandrecognisedthe potential impactof their
projectbeyondthe schoolenvironment.

Interacting with the residents helped me realise that our
project is not only about developingtechnology,but about
understandingpeople. Hearingtheir stories made me more
aware of how our app could support their well-being in
meaningfulways.

UnoKatayama(6SVM)
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Coffee Morning with the Principal
On 20 January,a CoffeeMorning with the Principalwasheld at
the ChapelFoyerat ACS(International). Theevent wasopened
up to all ACS(International) parents and guardians. New and
seasoned parents came together to acquire knowledge,
exchangenews and passon wonderful nuggetsof information

while samplingsumptuousbreakfastfare that includedscones,
cinnamonrolls, sandwiches,and traditional Hainanesechicken
porridge. Adding to the excitement was the sale of preloved
schoolblazersand beautifully designedChineseNew Year red
packetsat one end of the ChapelFoyer. It wasthen time for all
presentto enter the OldhamChapelfor the presentation. Pastor
Jeremy firstly addressedthe audience and shared from the

heart about his greatestdesire for every student of the school
was that they have an encounter with Jesuswhile navigating
classes to attend, friendship circles and other expected
commitments. Theroles carried out by ParentSchoolPartners
(PSP) and Parents Prayer Group (PPG) were then further

elaboratedon.

The focus then turned to the Principal,Mr. Gavin Kinch,who
introduced members of the Senior Leadership Team and
explained the rubrics of student-life at ACS(International). A
highly engagingquestion-and-answer sessionfollowed, during

which Mr Kinch addressed questions from parents with
complete transparency, clarity and integrity. We deeply
appreciated the time and care he took to respond to every
question raised; no concern was too small to be

addressed. Feedbackfrom the KoreanParentGrouphighlighted
that hearing directly from the Principalabout the school was
one of the mostvaluableaspectsof the morning,particularlyfor

parentsattending the event for the first time. Positivefeedback
wasalsosharedby the JapaneseParentGroup,who expressed

their appreciationto the PSPthrough individual messagesand
the Year2 group chat. Parentssaidthey enjoyed the event and

felt it wasmore substantialandbetter organisedthan that held
the previousyear.

A special note of thanks must be given to our three Vice-
PrincipalsτDr KristopherAchter, Mr ChristopherHaywardand

Mrs Tan Siew Hoon τ who warmly welcomed parents and
guardiansat the start of the event and then patiently answered
many of their further questionsat the end of the session. We
also say a heartfelt thank you to Mr Chia Choong Kiat,
Mr Lingesh Segar, Mr Gregory Poo, and Ms Liza for the

operational support that they provided to ensure that
everythingwent smoothly.

The entire event was a meaningful and successfulone that
reaffirmed the strong partnershipbetween ACS(International)
and its families as they continue to journey together in the

yearsahead.

DilpreetSingh(PSPExco)
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Our first ParentsPrayer Group (PPG)
meetingfor the yearwason 8 January.
Comingtogether as the Bodyof Christ
once more after 2 months was a
wonderful and edifying experienceas
our final ThanksgivingServicefor last
yearwasheldon 8 November.

Familiar faces and new faces came
together to worship the Lord, listen to
HisWord and then pray for the needs
of ACS (International). The [ƻǊŘΩǎ
presencewasindeedfelt by manyof us
in attendance.

RevJosephVasanthshareda powerful
sermonwith all of usencouragingus to
trust in the Alpha & Omega and to
allow Him to be the sourceof our faith
this year.

We were firstly encouraged to
believeGodbeyondexpectations. If
we put Jesusin the centre of it all,
we should well and truly believe
that the Lord will go well beyond
our expectations. Secondly, we
were encouragedto believe God
beyondtime. RevJosephexplained
that the element of time has an
influence on our faith levels.
Waiting for the Lord to bring our
prayer requests to pass can often
be incredibly trying. However,
waiting is a spiritual disciplinethat
God allows in our life and during
this waiting time, Godcarriesout a
spiritual surgery in our lives. That
wasa profoundthought indeed!We
were reminded overall that our
HeavenlyFatheriseternallyfaithful!

During our time of fellowship, the ChapelFoyer was
buzzing with conversation and activity. New Year
greetingswere shared, stories of travel abroad were
told, testimonieswere unveiledandaboveall, we were
remindedof the fact that the Lordcertainlydoesdwell
within the presenceof two or three or more gatheredin
HISname,άCƻǊwhere two or three gather in my name,
thereamI with them.έ(Matthew 18:20)

TheCŀǘƘŜǊǎΩPrayerGroup also had their first prayer
meetingon 10January.

TheParentsPrayerGroup(PPG)meetsmonthly to pray
for ACS(International), the students,staff and Senior
LeadershipTeam. We warmly welcome all parents to
join us.

Our next prayer meeting will be on 5 Februaryfrom
8amto 9.30am. PleasecontactDilpreetat 97602642for
moredetails.

FirstPPGPrayerMeetingfor 2026
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UPCOMING EVENTS

February Event

2 Zoom parents briefing on Ski Trip

6 Year 4 IG Geography Field Trip

11

International Students LNY High Tea

Friendship Day

13
LNY Celebrations 
(10am finish for students)

16 ς20 LNY Holiday

17 ς18 LNY Public Holiday

24 Barrett Music Competition

25 CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ

26
ACS 140th Anniversary Celebrations             
(4pm finish at National Stadium)
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