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ACS (INTERNATIONAL) NEWSLETTER

Dear Students,Parentsand Friends,

| hope everyonehad a restful and enjoyableterm break, and that our studentshave settled backinto
the routinesand opportunitiesof Term3. It hasbeenwonderfulto seethe campusfull of energyonce
againaslearning,sport, musicandthe manyother aspectf schoollife resume

Duringthe break,a numberof our studentsand staff participatedin servicetrips to Mongolia,Baliand
Australia Theseexperiencesvould not have been possiblewithout the dedicationof the staff who
generouslygaveup part of their holidayto plan,lead andcarefor our students Onbehalfof our entire
community,l would like to sincerelythank them for their commitmentandwillingnessto serve

Servicdrips are about muchmore than travel. Theychallengeusto stepoutsideour own experiences,
to learnfrom different communitiesand cultures,andto recogniseboth our sharedhumanityand our
responsibilityto one another. Asan IBWorld School developinginternationallymindedyoungpeople
meanshelpingour studentsunderstandthat beinga globalcitizenis not simplyabout knowingmore
about the world. It is also about using our knowledge, skills and compassionto make a positive
differencewhereverweare.

Servicehasalwaysbeencentralto the Christianfaith. In Mark 10:45, Jesusemindsusthat & @i &d9iof

Man did not cometo be served,but to serve,andto givehislife asaransomfor many.€ In aworld that

often celebratesstatus, recognition and personal successthis is a powerful reminder that true

leadershipis found in humility andin putting the needsof othersbefore our own. Whetherthrough a
major servicetrip, a quiet actof kindnesspr simplytakingthe time to help someonewho is struggling,
eachof ushasopportunitieseverydayto servethosearoundus.

The theme of servicehas also been on my mind for another reason Earlierthis month, | had the

privilegeof recordinga podcastfor { A y 3 | MRidtd3 @@ Befencetited The CallUp. The podcast
exploresthe National Servicgourneyfrom a broad perspective bringingtogether the experiencesof

young people about to begin National Service those currently serving,NSmenwho have continued
their commitment over many years,and parents supportingtheir children through the process The
aimwasto better understandNational Serviceby lookingat the entire journeyand hearingfrom the

peoplewho experiencet in differentways

Preparingfor andrecordingthe podcastgaveme a muchdeeperappreciationof NationalServicehan |
had previously held. | learned about the range of pathways available,the skills and leadership
opportunities that participantsdevelop,and the personalgrowth that comesfrom steppingoutside
2 y Sevifort zone While National Service undoubtedly equips individuals with valuable life
experiences,its fundamental purpose is one of service,to contribute to somethinglarger than
ourselvesandto playarole in safeguardinghe nation.

If youareinterestedin learningmore about National Serviceand hearingthe storiessharedduringthe
discussionyoucanviewto the podcasthere.

Althoughthe contexts are different, our servicetrips and National Servicesharea common thread.

Bothremind us that communitiesare strengthenedwhen people are willing to contribute, to sacrifice
andto placethe needsof othersalongsidetheir own. Aswe beginanotherbusyterm, | encouragesach
of us to look for opportunitiesto servethose aroundus. In doingso, we not only enrich the lives of

others,butwealsogrowin characterourselves

I wishallmembersof our communityawonderful Term3.

GavinKinch
Principal
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STAFF NEWS

ACYInternational)welcomesMs LincyRainald,(SeniorNetwork
& DatabaseSpecialistivho joinedusin June

ContinuousProfessionaDevelopment

June29 and 30 this year markedthe beginningof Term3 at ACS(International)
with two daysof StaffContinuousProfessionaDevelopment{CPDYoveringawide
rangeof subjectsandtopics

PrincipalMr GavinKinchstarted the day by welcomingthe staff on 29 Juneat the
Oldham Chapeland sharingthe highlightsof the previousterms, including the
successfulaccreditation by the Council of Independent Schools(CIS),and the
excellentevaluationof our IB Programme He then sharedthe StrategicGoalsfor
the schoolfor 2026to 2029, basedon the schoolGuidingStatements

Mr Peter Talbotof the EducationalTechCommittee then launchedthe CPDby
sharingthe O 2 Y'Y A (filidéh&s Orihow to use Al tools to teach effectively, as
well asguidingthe staff throughvariousscenariogo familiarisethe staff with how
andwhento usethe variousAltools without risk of disqualification

SchoolcounsellorDr CharlinaGozalisharedabout the launchof the Orahapp, an
app that would help junior divisionstudentsand staff track and identify their daily
energyand mood levels Thiswould help students communicateand track their
daily mentaland emotionalwellnessand provide timely intervention in the event
of any signsof concernor possibledanger The app waslaunchedamongthe Year
1andYear2 studentson 2 July

The CPDcomprised many sessionsfor the staff to participate in, including a

workshop on teachingstudents executivefunction skills, as well as a variety of

Mini Teachsessionsconductedby the staff themselves The sessionscovereda

wide varietyof subjectsrangingfrom usageof Alin GoogleClassroono the usage
of Altools suchas Padletand NotebookLMto improveand enhanceteachingand

improvedmentalwellnessfor staff and students Staffwell-beingwasnot left out,
andthere were alsoMini Teachsession®n physicakexercisesand peersupportfor
mentalwellness

with, and effectively teach,youngerGenerationAlpha students The sessionwas
well-received andthe lessonsharedresonatedamongmanyof the participants

e gl
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Duringtheir Mini Teach Ms ClaudeligKohand Ms Siti Khadijahof the Humanities a\;‘:/
Facultysharedtheir insightsand observationson how to reachout, communicate _.-

On 30 June,CASTrip CoordinatorMs JasminelLee sharing
the OperatingProceduresand rehearsingscenarioswith the

staff to ensure were up to speed regarding Operational
Readinessluring schoolsituationsand at overseadrips. The
discussionsandreferral of the variouspolicyguidelineswere

timely remindersfor everyoneinvolvedor who is planningto

be involvedin overseasschooltrips. Thiswas followed by a

StudentVoicepresentationby the SchoolPrefectson Casual
Racismand Bullying The main conclusionswere that the

school provided an emotionally supportive and inclusive
environment,and any reports of casualracismand bullying
were taken seriously and appropriate intervention was

quickly implemented But more could still be done to

improvethe situations

TheBreakoutroomsafter the presentationgavethe Prefects
and staff opportunitiesto sharetheir personalobservations
about casualracismand bullying, aswell as suggestiongor

effective handling of the issues The spirited discussionsat

each breakout sessionsignalled how seriously the staff

viewed these issues Several suggestionsraised included
empoweringthe student leadersto administerappropriate
primary disciplinaryaction, and establishmentof channels
for anonymouseports of racismandbullying

The CPDprogramme was a successfulbalance between
building teaching readiness for the staff and empathic
considerationof essentialstudent concernssuchas racism
andbullying Theprogrammereflectedthe needsfor staffto
balance their teaching and professional skillsets with
empathyand caringattitudes in order to be ableto providea
holistic and nurturing school environment that emphasises
learningwith studentwell-beingfor 2026andbeyond
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The Peduli Initiative Wins Top Rotary Awards

Our Interact Club CASProject, The Peduli Initiative, spearheadedby
Nathan Alexandro Tjhe (6 SVM) and his dedicated team, has been
honouredwith two Top Awardsat the recent annual RotaryInternational
JointDistrictConferencéheld in June2026

Followingtheir winning the prestigiousIB Global Youth Action Fund in
Term 2, the team has continued their winning streak by securingtop
regionalaccoladesTheprojectwasawarded

ABestlnteract Projectof the Year2025.2026
AOverallRegionAward in District 3310
¢ Thehighest,top honour spanningSingaporeBrunei,andMalaysia

This incredible achievement brings international recognition to our
students'tireless dedication Competingacrossfive diverse regions,the
CASProjectgroup hasworked passionatelyto create meaningful positive
socialimpactfor the Indonesiarmigrantworkers'community.

Thel0 studentsin ThePedulilnitiative are:
. Nathan Alexandro The (6 SVM)
. Caitlyn Jeavin Santosa (6 LSG)
. Liam Cheang (6 OLD)

. Aaron Zachary Gozali (6 TCT)

. Yang Bingyi (6 SVM)

. Gao Renyi (6 THO)

. Gao Yifei (6 SVM)

. Chen Angi (6 GHK)

. Yu Haoxuan (6 LSG)

10. Song Yuhan (6 LSG)

O©CoOoO~NOOOThA WNPE

Heartiestcongratulationsto the entire team for embodyingour school's
IGNITEvalues and proving that student service projects can drive real,
transformativechangein the wider world. Keepup the phenomenakwork!
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UCLA GMB Medicine and Science Competition

In April, | participated in the UCLAGMB Medicine and Science
Competition,an annual online STEMand global health challengefor
high school students Our team consisted of Lenci Goh (5 CKS),
PhoebeNg (5 CKS)ClaytonOliverWibowo (5 GHK)Naisshavlakhija(5
TKK),and myself | studied and prepared alongsidemy teammates
Supportingone anotherthroughoutthe preparationprocesshelpedus
all perform to the bestof our abilities | was proud to receivea Merit
Certificate,while our collective efforts were recognisedwith a third
placefinishin Singapore Preparingtogether showedme the value of
collaboration Someof my teammateshad not studied IGCSPhysics,
which formed part of the competition content. Togetherwith another
teammate who had taken Physics,| actively helped explain key
concepts answeredguestionsand organisedrevisionsessionso that
everyone could approachthe competition with greater confidence
This experiencetaught me that leadershipis not only about guiding
othersbut alsoabout empoweringthemto succeed

The competition also deepenedmy interest in medicineby exposing
me to realworld global health challengesthat required critical
thinking and scientific reasoning It encouraged me to analyse
problems from different perspectivesand apply my knowledge in
practicalsituations

Receivingthird place was a rewarding achievement,but the

greatest takeaway was the personal growth | experienced
throughoutthe competition. It strengthenedmy confidenceas
a leaderand enhancedmy problemsolvingabilities | hope to

be ableto participatein more suchcompetitionsin the future.

SiyaKetanKhair(5 THO)

THE UCLA CHAPTER OF GLOBAL MEDICAL BRIGADES
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World MathematicsChampionship§/NMC)SeniorFinals

In the first week of July2026 our group of six studentsfrom ACS(International)made our
wayto Imperial CollegeLondonto competein the SeniorFinalsround of World Mathematics
Championship§WMC) Thestudentswere LeeWoochan(5 OLD) ShinjiSugiyamg5 LSG)Kim
Yejin(5 SVM),ParkYoonha(5 SVM),KaylaGoh (5 SVM)andLo CheukChunAmina(5 THO)

The World Mathematics Championshipis a unique, international mathematicscompetition
where students have to combine deep, complex mathematical conceptswith teamwork,
logicalthinkingand strategyand learn to applythem in variouschallengesAswe progressed
into the more competitive,immersiveand unique week-long Finalsstageof this competition
after our successin the regional qualifiers back in February,we were all excited to dive
deeperinto the world of mathematicsandre presentACSInternational)onthe globalstage

During the competition, we competed in numerous mathematical challenges These
numerous rounds included traditional Olympiadstyle questions, precise mathematical
modellingprojectsand highly complicatedcryptographychallenges2 out of the 4 categories
were donein teamsthat were randomly selectedamongthe pool of Finalsparticipantsfrom
aroundthe globe Workingwith these new people did not alwaysgo smoothly,aswe were
from different backgroundswith different strengths, weaknessesand experiences,and
different strategies Thus,we spent a lot of time planning and discussinghow we should
tackleproblems In the end, we realisedthe only wayto agreeon somethingwasto be open-
minded and focus more on working together with a sharedgoal. Throughthe strugglesand [
argumentswe forged friendshipsthat were strongerthan what we would haveif everything
were to havebeensmooth sailing Despitethe challenge sve faced,the experienceextended
far beyondthe competition itself. We explored London'siconic landmarks,experiencedits
rich culture, and createdlasting memorie sboth with our ACYInternational)teammatesand
other participantsfrom aroundthe world. Spendingan entire week togetheralsobroughtour
own team closer Throughthe long days of competition, late night discussionsand shared
experiences around the city, we learnt the importance of resilience, adaptability,
communication,and trusting one another. Beyond mathematics, WMC taught us that
meaningful learning often comes from stepping outside our comfort zones, embracing
different perspectives,and building connectionswith people from diverse backgrounds
Althoughwe had only known our new friendsfor a week, the friendshipswe formed were
genuine,andsayinggoodbyeaswe hopedour pathswould crossagainin the future wasone
of the hardest parts of the trip. We realise that WMC gave us not only challenging [
mathematicalproblemsto solve,but alsomeaningfulfriendshipsthat transcendborders

All of us believe that this trip has been an incredibly meaningful and unforgettable
experienceandassuch,we would like to expressour sinceregratitude to the Mathematics &
faculty (especiallyMs SandraSng& Mr Raghuraman)pur mentors,andthe WMCorganising 7
team for makingthis eventpossible

LoCheukChun(Amina)(5 THOWoochanLee(5 OLD),YoonhaPark(5 SVM)
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Math Club Celebrates Success In CAT
Competition & Launches Inaugural

Research Journal

The ACS(International) Math Club celebratestwo significant
achievements this year, highlighting our & (i dzR SgyowiagQ
passiorfor mathematicathinkingandinquiry.

Several Math Club students represented the school in the
Computational and Algorithmic Thinking (CAT) Competition
2026, organisedby the AustralianMathematicsTrust Now in our
secondyearof participation,the competitionchallengestudents
to develop computational thinking by designingalgorithms to

solveincreasinglycomplexproblems We are especiallyproud to  photo of the student contributors of The Infinikeq by Kanon Tamiya (5 LSG) and Park Yoonha (5 ¢
celebrateKim SaeminCaseywho achieveda High Distinctiont

the first student from ACS (International) to attain this

outstandingresult in the competition. Congratulationslsoto all

our participants for embracingthe challengeand representing OCBC Singapore Nationa| CyChng ChampionS‘

the schoolwith determination

From 26 to 28 June 2026, the Singapore Cycling Federation organised the C
Singapore National Cycling Championships in Bintan, Indonesia. The
championship included the Individual Time Trial, Criterium and Individual Ro:
Race across several age categories.

a S y Yoathindividual RoadRace
RaghunandharKumaran(5 TKK)g 5" out of 30riders,with atime of 1:12:02.

On 28 June, pursuing his passionfor cyclingoutside school, Raghunandhan
independently participated in the 44.6-km road course after training at a
cycling academy His result reflected the commitment, discipline and
perseverancelevelopedthroughregulartraining.

Reflection

Participating in the OCBCSingaporeNational CyclingChampionshipsvas a
Photo of Computational and Algorithmic Thinking 2026 Winners challenging and memorable experience Competing against strong youth
cyclistsin the 44.6-km road race tested my endurance,race awarenessand
ability to remain focusedunder pressure Finishing5th out of 30 riders was
encouragingand motivated me to continue improving my race tactics and

Yrl

finishingspeed

High Distinction Award

I thank my coaches,teammates and family for their support Although I

Vi Pistinction Award participated independently,| appreciatethe & O K 2récbgitionof a G dzR §
. achievementseyondthe classroom Shouldan opportunity arise to represent
Yra Credit Award ACYInternational)in Singaporeor overseas| would be honouredto do my best
for the school
Yr5 Credit Award
RaghunandhafKumaran(s TKK)
Yr5 Credit Award

Pos Name Time

The club also proudly launched The Infinite, its inaugural
mathematics research journal Producedby our own student
researchteam, the publication features original investigations
that apply mathematics to authentic realworld contexts,
demonstrating that mathematics extends far beyond the
classroom Studentsresponsiblyincorporated Al as a learning
tool to support research planning, writing refinement and
communication, while ensuring that the research questions,
mathematicalreasoningand conclusionsremained their own.
Youmay accessThe Infinite from the Math Clubwebsite found

PRADITYA PRATAMA KRISTIANTO 01:11:53
Remus CHOY 01:12:00

Theo HENRY 01:12:01

1
2
3
4 Dong Qi Hao DONG 01:12:02
5 Raghunandhan KUMARAN 01:12:02
6

Ryan Qi En LIM 01:12:02

4

These milestones reflect the curiosity, perseverance and
collaborative spirit of our students, and we congratulate
everyone who contributed to these remarkable
accomplishments



https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/acsi-math-club/home
https://sites.google.com/acsinternational.edu.sg/acsi-math-club/home
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Mathematics Teacher Publishes New This publication reflects the opportunities that ACS(Intemational)
. provides for its teachers to pursue professional learning and
Educatlonal Resources contribute to the wider educationalcommunity. Suchachievements

ACS(Intermational) is pleasedto congratulate Mathematicsteacher are a testamentto the school'scommitmentto excellence service
Mr LeeTziYewSamuelon the publicationof a mathematicstextbook and lifelong learning, as it continues to inspire both staff and
andits accompanying eacher'sGuide In a gestureof appreciationto Studentsto usetheir giftsfor the benefit of others

the schoolcommunity,Mr Leehasdonatedcopiesof both publications

to the school library, where they will be available as professional

resourcedor colleagues

Written to accompanythe textbook, the Teacher'sGuide provides
practical teaching strategies, classroomimplementation ideas and
guidanceon the thoughtful use of Al in mathematicsassessment
Together,the publicationsreflect a commitmentto supportingboth
studentlearningandthe professionafjrowth of educators

Mr Leesharedthat this achievementwas made possiblethrough the
encouragementndsupporthe hasreceivedat ACSInternational) He

expressechis appreciationto PrincipalMr GavinKinchand the school | \ ’smgawg"
leadersfor fosteringa schoolculture that valuesprofessionaigrowth, ' | ™"

innovation and excellencein teaching He also thanked Head of Seﬁ’nhemgcs
Mathematics Faculty Mr Raghuramanand his colleaguesin the |
Mathematics Department for their encouragementthroughout the
project Mr Lee also expressedhis heartfelt gratitude to his wife,
Ms LaiMing Yoke,a fellow mathematicseducator, for her steadfast
encouragement,and unwavering support throughout the writing - s
process Above all, he givesthanksto God for His faithfulnessand  (Leftto right) Mr RaghuramanMr SamuelLeeand PrincipalMr GavinKinchwith

provision,recog nisi nghat everyop portunity to teach,learnand serve the newly publishedmathematicstextbook and Teacher'sGuide,donatedto the
isagift from Him ACYH|nternational)library.

Podcast on National Service Experience

PrincipalMr GavinKinch,in collaborationwith studentsfrom NanyangPolytechnichasproduceda four-part podcastseriescalled The
CallUp. Theseries which waslaunchedon 27 June, aimsto help Singaporepre-enlisteesand their familiesbetter understandNational
Service(NS) The podcastfeaturesstoriesfrom BMT graduates full-time NationalServicemenNSmerand regulars all of which help to
explorethe NSenlistmentjourneyandhighlightthe sharedexperiencesand personalgrowth that comewith serving

cna - \ Slngapore Airlines CEO’s pay package rises to S$9. 7m revenue hits record S$20 5b \
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Young Trailblazer Singapore Business Competltlon

Participatingin the YoungTrailblazerSingaporeBusinessCompetitionwas an
unforgettableexperiencethat taught usthe value of innovation,teamwork,and
perseverance Spendinghours upon hours doing our missionslate night calls,
filming the demovideo, and navigatingthe conflictsin ideasasa team we gave
it our all. We were fortunate to havesuchhardworkingteam memberst  Arjun |
(3LSG)Nuo(3 TKK)Ethan, Kaelyn(3 TCT)Shayng3 TCThand Seoha(3 TKK)t ‘ i -
who collaborated to develop our businessidea, Smart Save Our project -~
focused on reducing food waste by encouraging smarter and more

sustainablefood management Throughour research,brainstormingsessions,
meetings, and presentations, we explored practical ways to help canteen
vendorsreduce food waste while creating a systemwhich actually works for

students Our app features average food predictive analytics, a dedicated
vendor portal, integrated payment systems,smart collection and notification

systems, alongside an international Inter-school challenge where schools
competeto seewho cansavethe mostfood, completewith leaderboards The = A@ﬁ(J;qternﬁ&in“u\\
competition challengedus to think creatively,communicateour ideasclearly, :
and work together under time constraints Every stage of the journey, from §
developingour concept to presentingit before the judges, helped us build =
confidenceandstrengthenour problem-solvingandpublicspeakingskills

We are proud that our team was selectedas a Finalistin the competition The
finals was held on 4 Julyat SIM, and receivinga Distinction Certificate was a
rewardingrecognitionof the hard work, dedication,and teamwork that went
into our project.

Thisexperiencehasinspiredusto continue exploringinnovativeideasthat can
makea meaningfuldifferencein our community. We are gratefulto Ms Pamela
Ng, our teammates,and mentors and elder trailblazersfor their guidanceand
encourage menthroughoutthis memorablejourney.

FEELFREE
10 ASK

Thefollowing groupsalsotook part in the competitionandpresentedthe school ~
with the demonstrationsduringthe competition

ANY
QUESTIONS

Group CtrlwIN Qi Zhen Tammy Ng (5 LSG), Rakshita Singh (5 OLD),
Chengizhang(5 GHK)LiviaCheng(4 GHK) == ad3 ﬁ{rjfnyffi_{{t}{‘)

GroupTransformersKayleighLiu (5 OLD) AdeleNg (5 TCT)RileyFoo(5 SVM) 2 sinGArORE

ArjunSubashPrab(B LSG% ChengNuo (3 TKK)
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Commendation In Prestigious Essay Competition

The Robert Walker Law Essay Competition is a

prestigious annual competition hosted by Trinity

College,University of Cambridge,which encourages
secondarystudentsin their penultimateor final yearto

research,analyse,and develop compellingarguments
on major legalissuesshapingmodernsociety.

When | saw this year's question online, & ¢ &hat
extent, if any, shouldone country enforcethe criminal
law of anotherO 2 dzy (il N&siKmbeiatelyinterested
in participating as | have a keen interest in
International law. This question challenged me to
critically considera myriad of intricate legal issuesin
internationallaw and developa seriesof well-reasoned
arguments My essay aimed to address how legal
principles, their enforcementand safeguardsshould
interact at the nexusof sovereigntyand globalisation |
enjoyed exploring how different types of crimes
(ordinary/ transnational juscojens)andtheir severity
warrant different methodsof enforcementin order to
preservea country's constitutional integrity, and the
safeguards that exist to prevent complicity in
persecution Throughout the research and writing
process, | learnt to evaluate different legal
perspectivesanalysecaselaw, and constructa well-
balancedargumentwith relevantreal-world examples,
as well as to consider broader ethical and societal
implications Receivinga Commendation from the
Cambridge judges was truly rewarding as they
recognisednot only the quality of my final essaybut
alsothe effort | hadinvestedinto refiningmy analytical
thinkingandacademianriting.

Thisexperiencehas further strengthenedmy interest
in law by highlightingthe intricaciesof legalityandthe
importance of precision, logical reasoning, and
persuasive communicationm skills that | hope to
continuedevelopingn my future studies

NaomiYuanKangMin (6 OLD)

DearNaomi

| write in connectionwith the 2026 Robert Walker Law EssayPrize We
receiveda record 365 entriesthis year, and the judgeswere delightedto
note detailed understandingand innovativethinking evidentin all of the
essaysubmitted

While | am sorryto inform you that your essaydid not win a prize, | am
pleasedo let you knowthat the judgesplacedit inthe W/ 2 Y Y SgfalsS R Q
In particular, the judgeswere impressedy the essay'sclearstructureand

good discussiorof safeguardsin the context of cooperativeenforcement

As for improving your essaysin the future, you might considerexploring
moreexplicitlythe variouspossiblemeaningsof enforcement

Thejudgescongratulateyou on your splendidessay The Law Fellowsat
Trinity are verypleasedthat you enteredthe competition,and we wish you
succesén your future legalendeavoursand universitystudy.

If you are interested in learning more about studying law in Cambridge, you
might visit the Law pages on the Trinity College website
(www.trin.cam.ac.uk/subjectdw), as well as the Law Faculty website
(www.law.cam.aak).

Yourssincerely,
BenSpagnolo

TTTTTTTTITTITTITTITTITITITTITT
Dr Benjamin Spagnolo

Fellow and Associate Professor in Laivihity College

Trinity Street, Cambridge CB2 1TRe|gistered Charity Number 1137604
This email (together with any files transmitted with it) is intended only for
the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain
information which is confidential and/or legally privileged. If you have
received this emalil in error, please notify the sender by returm email (or
telephone) and delete the original message. Our data protection and
privacy policies can be viewedtdtps://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/websitefipn.
Registered Charity Number: 1137604



http://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/subjects/law
http://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/subjects/law
http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/website/dpn
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/website/dpn

NEWSLETTER | July 2026

All Abuz2With World CupFever

On Friday17 July,the premisesof ACS(International)were deckedin vibrant
colour as studentsand staff wore their favourite national football jerseysto
commemoratethe upcoming Word Cup 2026 final, and to celebrate the
sportingeventasawhole. Sincell June the schoolwasabuzzwith World Cup
fever and hardly a day passedby without mention of past or upcoming
matches,praiseor criticismof players,and risingspeculationto which nations
would makeit to the final on 20 July,and eventuallylift the 234 World Cup!

Celebratingthe end of the FIFAWorld Cup was the idea of severalYearl
students 1 SebastianBradley Yuen, Layla Sofia Stacey, Jiwoo Park, and
ElizabethLi Xian Yea They met the Principal, Mr GavinKinch, and initially
suggestedhat studentscould wear national football jerseysto schoolto be
inclusiveand showtheir support for countriesaround the world. To celebrate
the diversity of the & O K 2 2uBie@dtzbody, it was suggestedthat national
football jerseysof any country could be worn, regardlessof whether they
qualifiedfor the World Cupfinals

An enthusiasticand supportiveMr Kincheventuallyarrangedthat studentsand

staff could wear their national football jerseyson 17 July, and he added

& { LIBadHunique ability to bring peopletogether acrosscultures languages
and borders By celebrating the FIFAWorld Cup, we hope our students
gain a deeper appreciation of the diversity within our own community
andaroundthe world. Wearingnationalfootball shirts providesan opportunity

to celebrate personal identity while learning about the traditions and

perspective®f others.

10

Events like this help develop intercultural
understanding, encouraging students to engage
with different cultures with empathy and respect
They also reinforce the importance of global
citizenshipby recognisingthat we are all part of one
interconnectedworld.

& ¢ KeBsonwe suggestedvearingjerseysfrom the
countries we support is to show our passion
for the teamsthat the studentsandteacherssupport
We also wanted to encourage international
mindedness within our school community by
celebrating different cultures and bringing
everyonetogether.

& 2 $elievethis event would create a fun, inclusive
atmosphereand strengthenschool spiritX The World

Cupcreatesa vibrant physicalandvirtual eventwhere
millions of fans interact. It encouragespeople to

activelyappreciatedifferent culturesby learningnew
team chants, sharingtraditional attire, and engaging
acrosdifferent languages

Sebastian Bradley Yuen (1 CKS),
Layla Sofia Stacey (1 SVM),
Jiwoo Park (1 OLD),

Elizabeth Li Xian Yeo (1 LSG)
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FifawWorld CupScreenindn OldhamHallBoardingHall

ACS (International) greatly appreciates Oldham Hall's initiative in creating meaningful
opportunities that foster a strong sense of community and provide our boarders with |
memorableexperiencesAsthe FIFAWorld Cupisaglobaleventheld only onceeveryfour years,
the match screeningoffered our boardersa unique opportunity to come together and create
lasting memoriesthat they can cherish long after completing their studies and leaving the | "%
boardinghall. The live screeningwas successfullyheld from 3.00 am. to 6.00 am. and was
attended by 8 boarders All attendeeswere new international studentswho joined the school
thisyeatr.

Overallthe eventwasa great successlt providedan excellentplatform for our new boardersto
bondwith one another, strengthentheir senseof belongingwithin the boardingcommunity,and
create meaningfulsharedexperiencesat the start of their journey with ACSInternational and
OldhamHall

t I NI A Orafledtiofsi Q a
On 20 July,| watchedthe FIFAWorld CupFinalat OldhamHall. Thefinal match was between !
Argentinaand Spain It was a very excitinggame Both teamstried manytimesto scorea goal.

Argentina'sgoalkeepermade many excellentsavesand stoppedthe ball severaltimes | really
enjoyedwatchingthe matchwith the boardersbecausdt wasa memorableexperience

HuangYuhang2 TCT
| supportedthe Frenchteam becausemy favourite playeris KylianMbappé Franceplayedvery

well andreachedthe semifinals, but they lostto Spain | felt a little sadbecause wanted France
to win. However | washappythat Mbappéwon the GoldenBestPlayeraward.

LiYunhao2 GHK

Watchingthe World Cupfinal was exciting,but | felt disappointed My favoritesteam Francedid
not make it to the final. | really hopedthey could competefor the trophy. | watched the full
match Thetwo teamsplayedhard and showedgreat skills Therewere manyexcitingmoments
Still, | couldnot stop thinking about France It is a pity that they missedthis big game Thisgame
tells me successs hard to achieve | hope Francecantrain harderand reachthe final in the next
WorldCup

WuDi,2 CKS
| supportedSpainbecausethey are oneof the bestteamsin the World Cup Theyhavemanygood

playerswho play verywell in everymatch | was very happywhen Spainbecamethe World Cup
championsbecausehey workedhard anddeservedo win. g

HuoZijun,2 TCT

My experiencewatching the World Cupfinal at Oldham Hall was unforgettable | had a great
time watchingthe matchW|th my friends,and the atmospherevvas exciting | hopethere will be

Champions.eaguepecausd would loveto watchthem with my friendsagain.

Lim Geonhee, 2 SVM

InternationalStudentCoordinatoryMdm Chin& Mdm Goh)

LAMINE YAM,
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22NI R {OK2f | NQ&a [/ dzLJ wS3

On9¢10May, | hadthe excitingopportunity to participatein the World{ O K 2 €ulp _
(WSCRegionaRoundSingapore2026 held at NexusInternationalSchoal | attended mn

the competitiontogether with Myra Bakshi2 CKSand SimranRakesh4 TKK) |NG APO R ou N
TheWorld { O K 2 CupiN&hinternational academiccompetition where students
take part in suchasdebating,collaborativewriting, quizzes,and team challengeslt

was a wonderful experienceas | met studentsfrom different schools,learnt new
things,andchallengednyselfin different areas

Duringthe competition, we participatedin eventssuchasthe { O K 2 CHalleda, the WOI‘ld
CollaborativeWriting, TeamDebate,and the { O K 2 BdwNRrjoyedthe debate ) .
sessionsbecausethey helped me improve my confidence, critical thinking, and Scholars Cup
teamwork skills Our team from ACYInternational)did very well and placed53rd for e —

team bowl out of more than 400 scholars Individuallywe performed well, getting
48h and50th placedgold medalsfor debateand 37th and48th for debate

The eventswere especiallyinterestingand chaoticasme and my teammatesraced
to clickthe buttons on the buzzerto decidethe right answerunder the pressureof
the scholarsbowl. But it was overall a great experience,and | look forward to
continuingin it.

ArjunSubashPrab B LSG) I

The WSCwas an enrichingand new experiencefor me. Asan amateur debater,
the competition was beginnerfriendly. Eventssuchasthe writing challengeand
the { OK 2 Bowlllvéed me to hone my skillsin the respectiveareas | enjoyed
it thoroughlyandlookforwardto more suchevents

Yorld
holar’s Cup

Myra Bakshi(2 CKS)

The WSCexperience was deeply meaningful and brought me closer to my . X
teammates, through laughter and tears, all under the spirit of the alpacathat
accompaniedus throughout the competition. Personally,the writing challenge
wasthe most meaningfulasit encouragedne to reflect on personalexperiences,
which was emotional at times but ultimately helped me grow in resilience,
perspectiveandteamworkaswe supportedeachother througheveryround.

SimranRakesh4 TKK)

INGAPORE PRUKED 2026 °

e There Yet?

LeWOI‘Id
Scholar’s Cé
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NUSCollegeSummerSchoolProgramme

| was at NUSCollege(NUSCY¥or their summer school programme,which was from
21¢27 June,aimed at giving us an interdisciplinaryexperiencesimilarto what NUSC
studentsget. | wasmore nervousthan excited,meetingwith 85 peoplefrom more than
15 countries,eachwith talents beyond comparison But with the IB learner profile in
mind, andthe question"canthisbe CASed?"| didn't just stepin, | leapedin.

We were split into themes beforehand, and | landed in Urban Futures and

Sustainability. Classesan acrossMajors, CoresandMakingConnectionsl took physics
and engineering, Computational Problem Solving, Global Narratives, and Telling
Herstories, the last of which shifted my perspectivethe most it's not always that

womenweren't givencredit, sometimestheir credit simply couldn't be given But the

real heart of the week wasthe group project. Foreverytheme, the group hadto walk
in with anassumptiontest it againstreal evidenceandpresentthe reality to the entire

faculty. We startedout completelywrong, in the mostpredictableway. Ourassumption
wasthat citiescan be plannedeffectively aslong asthere's a stronglong-term vision

That fell apart the moment we visited the Urban RedevelopmentAuthority at the

SingaporeCity Gallery Singaporedoesn'trun on along-term plan alone, it pairsit with

a Master Plan, reviewed every five years, translating a 40-to-50-year vision into

concrete 10-to-15-yearrules Thatdistinction becamethe spine of our presentation if

long-term plansare the moral of the story, master plansare the chaptersthat get you

there. Fromthere we went casestudy hunting Dubaishowedus what happenswhen

ambition outruns coordination, private developersbuilt selfcontained districts while

the roadsmeantto connectthem were laid reactively,leavingcommuterslosing40 to

60 hoursa yearto traffic, andthe city's own core running measurablyhotter than the

desertaroundit. SaudiArabia's"TheLine"madethe samepoint differently: the vision

hadn't changed but oil pricesand costshad, andby 2025 constructionwassuspended
after barely two kilometres Then we used Singaporeas our "this actually works"

example,until our own researchon five Indian cities showedthat master planscrack
too, recreationalland there sawthe biggestgap between what wasplannedand what

gotbuilt, worn down by bureaucracypolitics,andhousingdemand Thistaught usthat

evena good plan stopsworkingthe momentit stopsadapting That'swhere our thesis
landed cities need long-term plans,but master plans are what keep them alive We

pushedit further using the Philippinesand Singaporeas counterpoints,corruption

alone has eaten an estimated 70% of the Philippines'flood control funds in recent
years,while Singapore'ssdge from controlling the Strait of Malaccacomeswith the

costof extreme land scarcityandrelianceon imports. We endedwith a real question

to what extentdo plansactuallyshapea city once governancegeography anddisaster
riskarein the mix?

Theclasson Psychologyf Pain,whichwasmostlyaboutbackpain
of all things, taught us the answersare never straightforward,
andthere is rarely one clean causeor fix. ComputationalProblem
Solving's sorting algorithms directly shaped our simulation,
modellingresidentialgrowth androad expansion

Preparation for the project was beset with setbacks,
disagreementsandreal pressures Everyonecamefrom different
school systems with different instincts for researching and
disagreeing,and that mismatch caused friction early on. That
remindedusthat a group, like a city, doesn'trun on one person's
long-term vision alone. It needsits own master plan: checkins,
flexibility, and a willingness to throw out the thesis when
someone'sesearchproveduswrong.

Sothe real takeawayfrom the programmewasthat nothingis ever
sunshineand rainbows A city can have the mostambitiousvision
in the world and still lose 40 hoursa yearto gridlockdue to poor
road planning A presentationcanhavethe mostairtight thesisand
still fall apart the night before becauseeight people cannotagree
on how to sayit. A few weeksago, | walked in unsure whether
long-term planswere evenworth questioning At the end of it all, |
walked away knowing the plan was never really the point, the
adaptingwas

RakshitaSingh(5 OLD)
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Pickleball, Laughter, and Higflives: A Morning of Bonding for Fathers and Childrer

On 11 July,it did not take long for the ACS(International) SportsHall to fill with
laughter, cheering,and the sound of pickleballsas families gatheredfor a gameof ® § ™
pickleballat the school premises Everywherel looked, fathers and their children
were enjoyingthe gamestogether. Somefamilieswere trying pickleballfor the first
time, while others had playedthe game before But it did not seemto matter as
everyteam gavetheir best, celebratedthe good rallies,and encouragedeachother =8
after everypoint. It wasgreatto seefathersandchildrensharingso manysmilesand

highffivesthroughoutthe morning =

More ThanJusta Game BuildingCommunityon the Court

The ParentSchoolPartners(PSPDad & Child Pickleballevent broughttogether 16 =
father-child teams While everyonecameto play pickleball,the morning became
much more than that. Familieschatted betweenmatches,cheeredfor one another,
and enjoyed meeting parents and children from different year levels Children
cheeredfor teamsother than their own, and parentsnaturallystarted conversations
while watchingthe games Seeingeveryoneenjoy the morningtogether was one of
my favourite moments

CoolingDownand CatchingUp

The conversationscontinued after the gamesas families gathered at the school
canteenfor light refreshments Theyenjoyedkayatoast, drinks,andfrozenjelly while
talking about the matchesand spendinga little more time together before heading
home It was a simplepart of the morning,but one that manyfamiliesenjoyed My
sincerethanksgoto our PEteacher,Ms JacintaKkohour Sciencdeacher,Ms Nadiah
Karina,and the PSFEXC@ondingTeam,who spentthe past month planningand
preparingfor the event | would alsolike to thankthe other PSFEXC Gnemberswho
generouslygave their time to support the event on the day. | would also like to &
thank Nike Singaporefor generouslyprovidingevery participatingfather-child team g=
with anexclusivanvitation to the Nike StaffStore

Asa fitting end to the article, the commentsbelow from our participatingfathers
describedthe morningfar better than| can | hope youenjoyreadingthem asmuch
asl did.

Mika Yoshinari
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